ANNOUNCEMENTS
LIST:

NOV 29, 2009 SICK

HEALTHCARE CENTERS: Gertrude Hall, Bertharine Burton, Maudie Jones
HOME: Flora Millwood, Ruby Harrison, Freddie Alexander, Gloria Windham,
Audie Estus, Paul Mays, H.C. Brown, Frances Vinson, Kristee McDonald
PRAYER LIST: April Lazenby, Tommy Hollingsworth, David Ray, Amanda
Rutledge, Kimberly Wilcox, Pat Cush, Emmitt Pendley, Fritz Pendley, Jerusha
Key, Sonya Parnell, Michelle Howell, Anna Turner, Francis Rushing, Irene
Palmer, Vera Fike, Sue Hinds, Virginia Nicholas, Harold Walton, Kenneth Wright,
Paul Lockhart, Larry Drummond, Allen Lockhart
AM SERMON - JUSTIN BEARD
PM SERMON - DAVID DIXON
REMEMBER THE SPECIAL CONTRIBUTION FOR GBN TODAY
FIRST SUNDAY SINGING AT SIXTH AVENUE, 2 PM DEC 6
PLEASE LET ELDERS KNOW YOUR IDEAS ABOUT OUR HOLIDAY MEAL
SCHEDULED FOR DEC 20 AFTER EVENING SERVICES
SEE GENE OR LINDA FOR BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE COURSES
SEE DAVID FOR TAPES
BIRTHDAYS:
Dec 4: Sandy Richardson & Tammy Whitfield

REMEMBER GBN ON DISH CH 9407 11 AM

THE

WEST WALKER
WELCOMER
WEST WALKER CHURCH OF CHRIST
26036 HIGHWAY 78
CARBON HILL, AL 35549
(205) 924-9038

westwalkerchurchofchrist.org
TIMES OF SERVICES
SUNDAY MORNING
BIBLE CLASS 9:30
WORSHIP 10:20

SUNDAY EVENING 5:00
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY 7:00

ELDERS:

DEACONS:

MINISTER:

Gene McDonald 924-4827
Danny Busby
387-0213 Ben Wright
924-2376
Carlton Myers
221-0637
Jason Windham 384-1184
Neil Myers
924-9289
Randy Wood
221-2508
Bruce Windham 221-2348

“THAT’S JUST YOUR INTERPRETATION”
Mike Benson
Michael Shekleton was driving through Charles City, Iowa...Perhaps driving is not the
appropriate word. Flying might better describe his two-wheeled endeavor. The local speed-limit
signs displayed “30 MPH,” but Shekleton’s motorcycle was traveling as much as 123 miles-perhour!

A Floyd County sheriff’s deputy tried to stop Shekleton on Saturday night, July 18, 2009, for
a local traffic violation. Shekleton didn’t yield to the officer’s request and a 20-minute highspeed pursuit ensued.
The authorities eventually caught up with the offending motorcyclist as he attempted to hide
behind a downtown building. Shekleton was charged with excessive speeding, 14 counts of
failure to obey a stop sign or signal, unsafe passing and driving on the wrong side of a divided
highway.
Let’s imagine that we were witnesses to Shekleton’s capture in Charles City. Officers
cornered him and demanded he give himself up. And just as they were about to handcuff him and
place him under arrest, Shekleton sincerely asked, “Is there some sort of problem, officers?”
“Problem?! Problem?!,” one of the deputies exclaimed. “Mister, you were driving 93 miles
over the speed limit! You could have killed somebody! We’re taking you to jail!”
But then Shekleton objected in an agitated voice, “What?! You guys can’t take me to jail! I
interpret the speed-limit sign one way, and you interpret it another. All of us could be right. How
fast I drive my motorcycle is a matter of personal choice and preference! Thirty miles an hour to
you is 123 miles an hour to me. It’s a purely subjective choice.”
I know what some of you are thinking, “Mike, you are being ridiculous,” and I would agree.
Anybody knows that when the local authorities post a speed-limit sign, they expect that those
citizens who drive can not only read it, but can understand it alike.
Different people can’t read the same speed limit sign and travel totally different speeds, and
all be right. A 30 MPH speed-limit sign communicates an objective truth which is not open to
personal taste, fuzzy feelings, hairs standing up on the back of our neck or individual
interpretation.
Intelligent people recognize that we can (and must) all read the same sign and know for
certain that there is a correct speed and an incorrect speed. And any acceleration in a 30-mile
zone that exceeds 30 miles per hour is unlawful.
Oddly enough, we often hear this kind of unbalanced thinking in a different context today.
People say, “You have your interpretation of the Bible, and I have mine. What I believe, and
how I live, is a matter of personal choice; you can’t condemn my beliefs or behavior! Both of us
could be right.”
It doesn’t make much sense, does it? The Bible is not some sort of work of art to be evaluated
on some personal level. It is objective truth.
The Bereans in Acts 17 understood this principle. The record says, “These were more fairminded than those in Thessalonica in that they searched the Scriptures daily — WATCH IT (mb)
— to find out whether these things were so” (v. 11).
If the Bible was meant to be understood on a purely individual level and not interpreted in a
uniform fashion, then how could the Berean brethren have been able to determine if any teaching
was wrong or not? (cf. Matthew 22:29; Romans 16:17; 1 Corinthians 1:10; Philippians 2:2; 2
Peter 2:1ff).
Let’s think about this in a practical way: When someone says, “You believe baptism is
essential, but I believe it is not essential,” can both of us be right? ( Mark 16:15-16; Acts 2:38;
22:16; Romans 6:3-4; 1 Peter 3:21),
When someone says, “You believe homosexual behavior is wrong, but I believe it is right,”
can both of us be correct? ( Romans 1:26ff; 1 Corinthians 6:9-11; Galatians 5:19ff).

When someone says, “You believe mechanical instruments in worship are not permitted, but I
believe they are permitted,” can both of be in harmony with God’s revealed will? ( Leviticus
10:1-2; 1 Kings 12:25ff; Colossians 3:16; John 4:24).
When someone says, “You believe a few alcoholic drinks over a lunch meeting is
condemned, but I believe that they are not condemned,” can both of us stand blameless before
the Lord? ( Isaiah 28:7; Proverbs 20:1; 23:29-30, 33; Levitcus 10:9-11; Habakkuk 2:5, 15, 1
Timothy 3:2,3).
When someone says “You believe a person who commits adultery is not free to remarry, but I
believe someone who commits adultery is free to remarry,” can both interpretations be right? (
Matthew 19:9; Romans 7:2-3).
When someone says, “You believe that abortion is murder, but I believe it is a choice,” can
both of us stand justified before the Savior? ( Proverbs 6:16ff).
When someone says, “You don’t believe in the millennial reign of Jesus, but I think he will
rule in his kingdom on earth for 1,000 years,” can we hold two totally different doctrinal
viewpoints and be right in the eyes of the One who authored the Bible? ( Mark 9:1).
When someone says, “You believe that 123 miles per hour in a 30 mile speed zone is wrong,
but I believe it is perfectly acceptable” can both ideas be right? ( Romans 13:1ff).
The issue is not, “Who is right?” The issue is, “GOD IS RIGHT!” and he expects us to
understand ( Ephesians 3:4; 5:17) and obey ( Hebrews 5:8-9) the objective truth ( John 16:13) he
has revealed ( 2 Timothy 3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:20-21) in his Word.
_________________________________________________________________________
Sadly, many people feel as if this is the proper way to interpret scripture. We need to be people,
who in a subjective world, think objectively when it comes to God’s word. May we all “handle
aright” the precious book God has given us and use it to bring others to Christ - Ben

