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PERFECTING HOLINESS IN THE FEAR OF GOD

(2 Corinthians 7:1)
I.

II.

III.

A ________________ of terms.
A.
The word “perfecting” means to bring to an end, to finish to ______________.
B.
The word “holiness” denotes ____________ and comes from the Greek word
“hagios” which means holy.
C.
Thus the first part of this phrase says that we are to complete the work of being
_____________, or separate, from the world.
D.
The word “in” means remaining, taking place within some ___________ place or
limit.
E.
The word “fear” carries the idea of terror, and depending on the setting it can have a
____________ connotation, which in our case it does, of reverence or awe for
something.
F.
The entire phrase means that we are to complete the task of separation from the
world _____________ the area of reverence for God.
A ______________ to fear God.
A.
God has always commanded His people to fear or _______________ Him.
B.
You and I are to have great reverence for God ___________ on Who He is, what He
has done and what He is going to do.
1.
Our God is the __________ of all life (Genesis 1:1).
2.
He ___________ the plan of salvation (2 Timothy 1:9).
3.
He is the giver of every ________ and every ________ gift.
4.
He ________ His Son.
5.
He gave us a ____________ (Hebrews 12:28).
6.
Upon the destruction of the earth, He is going to _________ this kingdom (1
Corinthians 15:24).
A ______________ of holiness.
A.
The process of becoming holy begins with _____________.
B.
However, the holiness or sanctification process does not end there, it is just the
_____________.
C.
The challenge is to ___________ holy (Romans 12:1).
D.
Our job is to be holy _____________(1 Peter 2:5).
E.
The description of holiness is to be ____________ from the world.
F.
_________ gives us a great illustration of this in 8:28.
G.
As Christians, if we want to be holy, we have to cut off ties with _____________
things that tempt us or others to sin.
H.
We should strive to be holy because __________ is holy (1 Peter 1:15-16).
I.
We learn how to be holy or separate in God’s ___________ (John 17:17).
Reasons to Believe The Bible is God’s Inspired Word
Carl Garner

1.Information and facts are found written therein centuries before man came to be aware of them:
• Job wrote that God “hangeth the earth on nothing,” Job 26:7, centuries before man knew that.
• Isaiah lived six centuries before man realized that the earth is a sphere; not flat, Isaiah 40:22. The term
“circle” in the King James Version implies a sphere, or a globe.
• Ecclesiastes 1:7 described the “hydrologic cycle” as known today by most students in Middle School.
2. The Indestructible Nature of the Bible. Jesus is recorded in Matthew 24:35 as saying, “Heaven and
earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.” Kings and emperors have sought to destroy
it, but the Bible still stands as the word of God. Voltaire, the French infidel, utilized his travels as a
means of letting people know his disbelief. Once, in one of his lectures, he claimed that by the time of
his death the Bible would be dead; neither printed, purchased, read nor respected. To the contrary, Bible
societies work “around the clock” to keep up with the demand. Now, if we can only get people to read
it. (Strangely, after his death, Voltaire’s former printing facilities were used to print and circulate
Bibles.)
3. The Vast Influence of the Bible. It is always a best seller, averaging 35,000 copies sold every day.
Our nation reveals the Bible’s influence in the words of those who were founders of our nation, though
some modern political leaders deny those very principles today.
4. Because of the Bible’s Higher Code of Ethics. The ordinary book written by man often describes
ways by which a person can advance their reputation by various means. Often, those methods included
self- erving methods. The Bible, however, establishes principles that are much loftier. Jesus, in
Matthew 5:43- 6 teaches “Love your enemies….do good to them that hate you….pray for them which
despitefully use you, and persecute you.” In Romans 12:17-20 we find the following ethic:
“Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide things honest in the sight of all men. If it be possible, as
much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men. Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather
give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord. Therefore if
thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink.”
5. Because of the Historical Accuracy of the Bible. You would expect a book from God to be free of
the mistakes man alone might make, and that is exactly what we find in the Bible. When rivers,
mountains, cities, etc. are mentioned, the context and the words are accurate, even when men are still
searching. Luke is the penman of both the book of Luke and the book of Acts. Historians formerly
criticized his work, but now realize that Luke was right when men’s views were wrong. Sir William
Ramsey, a very knowledgeable scholar once was critical of Luke’s work, but after serious research of
the times and the places, changed his mind, describing Luke as “an historian of the first rank.” Similar
recognition has been received for many of the Bible’s writers.
6. Others: The unity of the Bible (written over a period of hundreds of years by forty different writers,
yet harmonious in detail). The brevity and restraint of the Bible (no physical description of Jesus; only
at 50 days of Jesus’s earthly life; Only 34 verses utilized to describe the Creation of the universe).
Conclusion: The Bible’s inspiration stands the test. It is not the product of man alone.

