HE IS NOT HERE
(Luke 24:1-7)
I.

II.

The foretelling of the resurrection.
A.
The Psalmist eloquently foretold of the resurrection of Jesus (Psalm 16:911).
1.
David believed there was hope after this life.
2.
The only way this could be possible was if there was a resurrection
of the Messiah for whom David looked.
3.
We know this was a prophecy of the resurrection by the words of
the apostles on Pentecost (Acts 2:25-31).
B.
The Psalmist also mentioned this great event in another psalm (22:25-27).
1.
This psalm also foretold the crucifixion of Jesus (vs. 14-18).
2.
The only reason for praise for the one dead is if there were to be a
resurrection.
3.
There is no way his heart could live forever if there was no
resurrection.
C.
Isaiah also referenced the resurrection in the great chapter of the suffering
servant (Isaiah 53:8-10).
1.
The Lord would suffer greatly on that cross.
2.
However, His days would be prolonged.
3.
The only way to interpret that is with thoughts of the resurrection in
mind.
D.
Other Old Testament passages could be used but these three suffice to
show that the Old Testament prophets spoke of a resurrection.
E.
Jesus also foretold His resurrection.
1.
Matthew 16:21.
2.
Matthew 17:22-23.
3.
John 2:18-19.
F.
Numerous other times could be shown to prove that Jesus foretold His
resurrection.
G.
There is ample evidence to show that the Bible plainly foretold of the
resurrection of Jesus.
The fact of the resurrection.
A.
One can look at the lives of two men and that would be all the proof you
would need for the resurrection.
1.
James, the half brother of Jesus, did not believe that his brother
was the Messiah (John 7:5).
a.
We are told that James saw the resurrected Jesus (1
Corinthians 15:7).
b.
From that point on, James was a believer and became a
pillar in the church at Jerusalem.
c.
His whole life changed because of the resurrection.
2.
Paul, formerly Saul, was an extreme persecutor of Christians.
a.
Once Jesus revealed Himself to Paul on the road to
Damascus, everything changed.

III.

b.
Paul’s life did a complete 180.
B.
However, there are many more evidences that show the resurrection to be
a fact.
1.
Jesus appeared to many after His resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:58).
2.
Notice the wording of Acts 1:3.
a.
Infallible proofs is what Luke used.
b.
The Greek word for proof literally means, “proof by sure or
convincing signs.”
c.
This is used only in this passage in the New Testament, but
often was used in secular works.
d.
It was always used for to show something had definitely
been proved.
3.
The resurrection formed the basis of many of the sermons we read
in Acts (2:32; 3:15; 10:39-40; 13:30; 17:30-31; 26:22-23).
C.
When that angel spoke those words recorded by Luke, he spoke the most
needed words that have ever been spoken.
1.
If Jesus was still there, our lives would be miserable.
2.
We would have no hope.
3.
However, that angel spoke a fact.
4.
Jesus is not in that grave and you and I have hope because of it.
The future the resurrection gives.
A.
Because of the resurrection of Jesus there is a future after this life is over.
B.
Jesus spoke of it (John 5:28-29).
1.
Because He came out of that grave, you and I, and all mankind will
come out of the grave as well.
2.
Death is not the end of all things.
3.
If it were, we would be of all men most miserable (1 Corinthians
15:19).
C.
Because Jesus rose from that grave:
1.
Our preaching is not vain (1 Corinthians 15:14).
a.
The word for vain here means without content.
b.
The preaching of the gospel would have no content if not for
the resurrection.
2.
Our faith is not in vain (15:17).
a.
The word for vain here means empty, futile.
b.
The resurrection of Jesus gives great meaning to every
aspect of our faith.
3.
Living a life of sacrifice for Christ is not in vain (1 Corinthians
15:58).
a.
All that we do for Jesus has meaning because of the words
that angel spoke.
b.
Nothing we do for the Lord is in vain because He is risen.
D.
Because Jesus is not here you and I can look forward with great
anticipation to being delivered up to the Father if we are a part of the
kingdom of Christ (1 Corinthians 15:24).

1.
2.
E.

Death will be overcome.
Our bodies will be changed and made new (1 Corinthians 15:4244).
You and I will be victorious (1 Corinthians 15:57) because Jesus is not
here, He is risen.

