




BIBLE BOWL TODAY @ 2 PM @ CURRY
GUS NICHOLS SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL EMPHASIS THURSDAY NIGHTS @ 6 PM
FRIENDS & FAMILY DAY WILL BE APRIL 9—BE PRAYING AND INVITING OTHERS
CONGRATULATIONS TO MASON CHAMBERS WHO WILL BE GRADUATING FROM
THE U.S. COAST GUARD BOOT CAMP ON FEB 24

FEBRUARY:
4: Barbara Wright
5: J.P. Whitfield
10:Jenna Wright
17: David Preston
18: Asher Phillips
19: Margaret Barton
21: Bettye Henderson
25: Travis Richardson
27: Kevin Richardson &
Brooklyn Griggs
28: Neil Myers & Jack Wright

February:
5: Jason & Charity Chambers
13: Vercie & Pete Griffin
28: Carl & Ann Myers

Fred & Romaine Elliott, Neil Myers,
Tammy Whitfield, Mike Cooper, Jill
Roden, Tabitha Rushing
(Birmingham Rehab, 65A)

February 12, 2017
AM: NEIL MYERS SPEAKING
PM: SINGING AND FELLOWSHIP

April Lazenby, Sue Hinds, Joshua Jackson,
Elmer Williams, Debra Webb, Patsy Tucker,
Debbie Odom, Robert Turner, Bobby Holloway,
Ricky McDonald, David Brown, Kim Elliott, J.D.
Dailey, Donna Laratta, Kathy Windham, Arthur
Mason, John Pruitt, Madison Banks, Charles
Crump, Martha Ann, Margie Thomasson, Micah
Earnest, Vonciel Phillips, Wanda Self, Jamie
Sanford, Bruce Windham, Raymond Johnson,
Joyce Jacobs, Gene McDonald, Mike Miles,
Jon Sanford, Marvin White, Jimmy Harrison,
Otto Tolbert, Diane Chambers, Angie Jones,
Victor Crosby, Brianna Cordell, Michael
Griggs, Bud Howell, Margaret Henson, Judith
Homer, Mason Chambers, Danielle Dodd, Mark
Barker

westwalkerchurchofchrist.org
Times of service:
Sunday:
Bible Class:
9:30 AM
Worship:
10:20 AM & 5 PM
Wednesday Bible Study:
7 PM

Elders:
Eugene McDonald
924-4827
Carl Myers
221-0637
Neil Myers
924-9289
Bruce Windham
221-2348
Deacons:
Danny Busby
387-0213
David Preston
300-1927
Kevin Richardson
295-8864
Chris Robbins
388-1354
Vince Roden
471-3747
Preacher:
Ben Wright
522-8004

“WHAT SHALL I DO WITH JESUS?”
Mark Lindley
Pilate had a critical decision to make. Jesus had been arrested and
was on “trial” before Pilate, governor of Judea. Having examined Jesus,
Pilate stated that he could find no fault in Christ. On the other hand,
there was a convicted murderer named Barabbas. One of these two, Jesus or Barabbas, would be set free. Pilate’s dilemma was that he knew
Jesus was an innocent man, but he also knew that the religious leaders of
that day wanted to destroy Jesus. He did “not” want to put an innocent
man to death, but he “did” want to please the people. When the people
insisted that Barabbas be released, Pilate raised the question, “What shall
I do then with Jesus which is called Christ?” (Matthew 27:22).
This question is one that every person who hears of Jesus will have to
answer. No question could be more important because one’s answer to
the question will determine one’s eternal destiny.
Some people want to remain neutral concerning Jesus. However, remaining neutral regarding Jesus is not a logical position. It is not tenable
because Jesus is the most influential person in the history of the world.
More books, songs, and poems have been written about Him than any
other. In a relatively short ministry, lasting about three and a half years,
He has touched more lives than any other. This extraordinary, life changing character cannot be simply ignored. One must decide what he or she
will do with Jesus.
Many people insist that Jesus was a good moral teacher. Yet, they
deny that Jesus is the Son of God. This idea concerning Jesus is seriously flawed. While it may sound “nice” to say that Jesus was a good man, it
is not true if Jesus was not a divine being. Think about it. Jesus did not
claim to be a “good” man. Jesus claimed to be God in the flesh (John
8:58; 10:30; 14:8-9; 20:28). If His claims were false, then Jesus would be
a deceiver, or perhaps a lunatic. Was He deranged? A mental-case? No,
obviously He was not. His teachings are regarded as some of the most
profound, insightful, and beneficial teachings of the world. Such teachings
do not come from one who is crazy.
Was He a deceiver? Consider that wherever the Gospel is preached
and believed, lives are made better. Through Christ, alcoholics overcome
addiction, thieves become honest, marriages are made stronger, and nations thrive. Think about all the hospitals that have been built and benevolent acts done in the name of Christ. Are these the fruits of a “deceiver?” I
think not. If Jesus was sane and honest, then His claims to be the Son of
God are true! Read the books of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John in the
New Testament. Honestly and carefully examine these accounts of the
life of Christ. Only then will one be in a position to make a fair assessment
of Jesus’ claim to be the Son of God, a claim verified by an empty tomb
(Romans 1:4).
Study Him. Believe Him. Obey Him. Serve Him, and heaven will be
your eternal home!

THE BEST DAY OF YOUR LIFE!

Encouraging Prayer

If someone were to ask you, “What was the best day of your life,” how would you respond? Would you
think about some great vacation you took with your family? Would it be the day you graduated high
school or college? Would it be the day that you met your sweetheart, or perhaps the day that you married that special someone? Would it be the birth of your children or grandchildren? Would it be the day
that you obeyed the gospel, being baptized into Christ for the remission of your sins (Acts 2:38), or the day
you were restored to your first love after having been unfaithful for a period of time (Rev.2:5-6)? How
would you choose one day out of your life that has surpassed all others? What sort of criteria would you
put in place in order to choose the best day? Can you narrow it down to just one day?

Robert E. Guinn

You see, for the faithful child of God, the best day of your life is yet to come. Oh, I know the joy you
experienced when your sins were washed away through the blood of Jesus in the waters of baptism (Acts
22:16). I know the peace that came over your soul when you realized you had been reconciled to God by
the death of His Son (Rom.5:9-10). I know the hope that you found in Jesus the day that you obeyed the
gospel (Col.1:27). There is no doubt that the day you obeyed the gospel was one of the greatest days of
your life! But, it is not the greatest day you will ever experience. That day is still ahead! The moment you
are reconciled to God in Christ, you start living for the greatest day of your life. Whether you live one year
or seventy years in the service of the Lord, the greatest day of your life will be the day that you leave the
walks of this life, or the day that the Lord returns (whichever comes first). When we give our lives over to
Jesus, we do so in anticipation of living eternally with him (John 14:1-6). Every day upon this earth brings
us closer to that glorious day! We are nearer to heaven than when we first begun (Rom.13:11). For those
who walk with the Lord in this life, that last day will be a day of rejoicing and anticipation (1 John 2:28).
Many times I have stood over the body of a faithful saint who has gone on to his/her reward and stated,
“This brother/sister lived his/her life for this very day.” What a day that will be!
Sadly, for those who refuse to hear and obey the gospel, the best day of their life has already come and
gone. For the rebellious and disobedient, the best day of their life was the day they were born. All are
born in innocence, and for the wicked and rebellious, there was a time when they were not separated by
God due to their sins (Matt.18:3). But the moment they transgressed the will of God, they became estranged from Him (Isa.59:1-2). Even though the Almighty made provisions to rescue them from their sins
(John 3:16), many refuse to accept the terms of pardon given through the gospel. So long as man persists
in this state of rebellion and defiance, the last day for them will be a day of dread and fear. The sentence
of eternal torment awaits those who do not know God, and who do not obey Him (2 Thess.1:7-9). Truly,
like Judas, the impenitent sinner would have been better never to have been born than to refuse to obey
the soul-saving gospel (Mark 14:21). What a sad and tragic day the Day of Judgment will be for those who
will not come to the Father through Jesus! Don’t let the best day of your life be a day relegated to your
past. Let the best day of your life be that day that is yet to come, the day when you will be united eternally with your Lord and Savior!
———Patrick Morrison

Why bother with praying or studying it? It is a fair ques7on to ask. For Chris7ans, prayer is important because it turns a one--‐sided conversation into a two--‐sided conversa7on. The Bible
tells us to cast our anxie7es on God (1 Peter 5:6--‐10), and prayer is directly connected to a
"peace that surpasses all understanding," (Philippians 4:4--‐9).

Without a doubt there is much confusion on the subject of prayer, even misunderstandings. Several misconceptions about prayer have developed and are almost accepted as truth. Some these
myths include: prayer being natural, having to always know what to say, prayer being a "last resort" practice, prayer bothering God, prayer being always answered in the affirmative, and prayer
not doing much good.
Outside of these myths, why study prayer? Prayer is how we are able to communicate with our
Heavenly Father. We discover that prayer was a regular part of Jesus' life. His apostles asked how
to pray (Luke 11:1). The Bible teaches us that we can approach God with confidence (Hebrews
4:16).
We are encouraged to pray (Romans 12:12; Colossians 4:2--‐4), and prayer is good for us
(Philippians 4:7). This all sounds good, but what are some practical ways we can encourage prayer in our personal lives? Make time to pray. The following quote is from an e--‐mail that my
mother--‐in--‐law forwarded to me, "If you are too busy to pray to God or read His scripture, then
you are busier than God intended you to be." If we do not make the 7me, we will not have the
time. We cannot take out a loan for more time than what we have, we need to budget our time
like our finances, putting God as priority.
Create a prayer journal/log. You can keep prayer lists, write down your prayers, and much more.
This helps focus one’s thoughts, helps prevent “vain repetitions,” and encourages a deeper communication with the Almighty.
Utilize technology. Using our smartphones, social media, e--‐mails, and other resources we can
create lists, reminders, and prayer circles through the avenue of modern technology. One person
issued a challenge to pray through your phone contacts. You simply use the names in your phone
as your prayer list. You can even text them to find out any prayer requests.

Like with many things, there is an art and a science to prayer. It is worth our time and effort to
develop deeper, meaningful prayer lives.

