MY FAITH LEADS ME TO LIVE A HOLY LIFE
(1 Peter 1:13-19)
1) Ready our minds (1 Peter 1:13).
a) The people in Peter’s day wore long robes.
i) Whenever they would begin a journey, a fight, or some labor, they would tie up the
ends of the robe around their waists.
ii) They would do this so that the robe would not hinder their efforts.
b) Peter is telling us that we must ready our minds in order to be holy.
i) The ESV renders the passage this way: “preparing your minds for action”.
ii) Before there can be a change in action, there must be a change of mind.
c) The readying of our minds is making them think in a sober manner.
i) The word of sober is also translated “watch” in a couple of other passages.
ii) It literally means to be calm and collected in spirit.
iii) We aren’t to be those who given to childish things and running away in our minds.
d) In order to be holy, we are setting our minds on the grace that we are to receive at the
return of Jesus.
i) We know that we have received grace, because faith allows us to stand in grace
(Romans 5:2).
ii) This is the grace of being allowed into heaven upon the return of Jesus.
e) Some translations have “set your hope perfectly on…”
i) Our hope is to be fully locked on to the return of Jesus and eternal home.
ii) There should be nothing of greater concern to us than getting to heaven.
f) We know this to be true in virtually every endeavor of life.
i) If we begin a diet, we must have our mind readied to start or it will end soon.
ii) If we begin an exercise program, we must have our mind readied before we begin or
it will soon end.
g) We have to ready our minds for a change in action in order to begin the process of
leading holy lives.

2) We must replace our former actions (1 Peter 1:14-16).
a) Peter reminds us of the new relationship we have with God.
i) We are His children.
ii) There is definitely a sense in which all humanity can be called the children of God
since He is the Creator of all.
iii) However, this verse has in mind the spiritual kinship we have with God once we
have obeyed the gospel.
b) We are God’s spiritual children and we must be obedient to the will of our Father.
c) We can’t continue living like we did in the past, before obeying the gospel.
i) The word “fashioning” is the same word found in Romans 12:2, where it is translated
“conformed”.
ii) In some newer translations it is translated “conformed” in 1 Peter 1:14.
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iii) The former lusts are the sins we used to commit before we obeyed the gospel, when
we were living like everyone else who is of the world.
We used to lead selfish lives, thinking only of what would bring us some type of
pleasure.
i) Our opinions and thoughts were based off of what others would think about us, not
what God wanted for us.
ii) The only cares we had were pleasing self and being what the world would call
happy.
Upon obedience the gospel call, referenced in verse 15, we changed our lifestyle to do
those things that are holy, in line with the will of God.
All the acts of our lives are to be in line with the will of God.
i) We are no longer to be selfish.
ii) We are to be servants of God and others, because we are seeking to be holy in the
way that we live.
Peter then quoted Leviticus 11:44, letting us know that God has always expected that of
the people who claim to be His.
If we are going to make the claim that we are God’s people, we must be like God.
Listen to what Albert Barnes wrote, “Hence, by knowing what are the characteristics of
the gods which are worshipped by any people, we may form a correct estimate of the
character of the people themselves; and, hence, as the God who is the object of the
Christian‘s worship is perfectly holy, the character of His worshipers should also be holy.
And hence, also, we may see that the tendency of true religion is to make people pure.
As the worship of the impure gods of the pagan molds the character of the worshippers
into their image, so the worship of Yahweh molds the character of His professed friends
into His image, and they become like him.”
All of the selfish actions and sins of the past have to be put away and the actions that
lead us to be like the holy God we worship must replace them.

3) We must realize this world is not our home (1 Peter 1:17).
a) Notice that Peter uses an argumentative term, “if”.
i) Do we truly view God as our Father?
ii) IF we do, we will act as if we do.
b) He then points us to the judgment of God.
i) God is impartial, there is no respect of persons with God.
ii) He is going to judge all men’s works, even His spiritual children’s works.
c) If we truly view God as Father and understand we will stand before Him one day, we will
live in reverential awe of Him.
d) But then Peter reminds us of the fact that we are sojourning here.
i) The idea is that this world is not our home.
ii) Bullinger gives the meaning of sojourning as: “a dwelling beside or near; especially
residence in a foreign land without the rights of citizenship”.

iii) Notice that last part.
iv) We may reside here, in this life, but it is not the place of our citizenship spiritually
speaking.
e) We should always remember that we are living to get somewhere else; we have not yet
arrived.
i) The Hebrews writer told us of those heroes of faith who knew they were looking for
a different city.
ii) They were looking for heaven and knew this world was not their home.
f) If we are going to be holy, like God is holy, we must realize we are traveling to be with
Him and this world hinders us from that meeting.

4) We must remember we’ve been redeemed (1 Peter 1:18-19).
a) Peter then tells us to remember that we’ve been paid for by Christ.
i) This payment was a ransom price paid for by Jesus.
ii) We’ve been released from the grip of a futile way of living that used to be ours.
b) The life we led before obedience to the gospel was one that led to nothingness.
i) There is no true happiness in sin.
ii) There is no true sense of fulfillment in life while in sin.
c) Money did not buy this freedom, only the precious blood of Christ.
i) Our Lord paid the price for our freedom with His perfect blood.
ii) He is our sin offering, a Lamb that is perfect.
d) I’m sure you’ve heard of the saying, “He paid a king’s ransom for that” or something like
that: have you heard how that phrase came into existence?
i) In 1193, the English King Richard I, also known as Richard the Lionheart, was
returning from leading a Crusade to the Holy Land. As he returned through Europe,
Leopold V captured him in Austria. The Holy Roman Emperor demanded a ransom
for Richard's release. The price was to be 150,000 marks, equal to three tons of
silver. This was an enormous ransom demand. But the people of England so loved
their king they submitted to extra taxation, and many nobles donated their fortunes
for Richard's release. After many months, the money was raised and King Richard
returned to England. That's where we get the expression, "a king's ransom."
ii) To us though, a King’s ransom is better applied to what Jesus did for us.
iii) Jesus paid the ransom for us (1 Timothy 2:5-6).
e) Remembering the fact that we’ve been redeemed with such a high price will motivate to
be holy as God is holy.

