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STUDY THE WORD
(author unknown)

Christian growth is also tied to our knowledge of the Lord. In the greatest
of all invitations, Jesus said, “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavyladen, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you, and learn from
Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart; and you shall find rest for your
souls. For My yoke is easy, and My load is light” (Matthew 11:28–30).
When we come to Him, we take His yoke and we learn of Him.
Growth for God is always in direct proportion to our growth in the
knowledge of the Lord. How do we grow in this knowledge of the Lord?
We must spend time studying and applying the message of God. Christians need to spend much time reading, thinking about, and praying about
the Gospel Accounts of our Lord’s work on
this earth. The New Testament Books of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John
are dedicated to giving us different pictures of Jesus so we can see Him,
know Him, and follow Him.
Peter said that Christ left an example for us to follow His footsteps (1 Peter 2:21). He is our Savior. He is our Lord. He is also our pattern for life.
When we learn of Him, it is with the goal of imitating Jesus in our world.
Paul wrote in Philippians 2:5–8, Have this attitude in yourselves which
was also in Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the form of God, did
not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself,
taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.
And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.
Growth means developing Christ-likeness. It means allowing Him to live
through us daily. It means thinking His thoughts, doing His deeds, and
feeling His emotions.
To do this, you will need to develop a plan of Bible study which has you
trying daily to understand better His will for your life (see the study guide
on page 27). It will mean study which goes on for a lifetime. It will mean
adjusting your life by the New Testament principles you learn from now
on. Certainly, you will eventually need to study the Old Testament and
gain a background understanding of God and His promises. As a new
Christian, however, you first need to grow in grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ.

WISDOM IS VINDICATED BY ALL HER CHILDREN

There was an old joke or riddle that went, “Have you stopped beating your wife yet?” How would a man respond? If he said “no,” it was tantamount to confessing to being a wife beater. If he said “yes,” it suggested
that he was a former wife-beater. Either way, the conundrum had him struck. Have you ever had someone
try to place you into such a bind?
It has been said that the only way to avoid criticism is to say nothing, do nothing, and be nothing. If you are
striving to serve Christ and fulfill your purpose as a Christian, there is at least some likelihood that you will
be opposed and even accused in some way. Jesus discusses that very matter in Luke seven. He’s teaching

His disciples and compares His generation to children who criticize no matter what a person does—some
criticizing people for being too somber, others criticizing people for being too festive. Jesus uses that illustration to speak of how God’s enemies criticized John the Baptist and then Himself. The criticism revealed that
if John had acted like Jesus and Jesus had acted like John, the critics would still have been dissatisfied.
Isn’t it interesting that Jesus did not give us a manual for handling labeling, libelous critics? He does not say
to write books or articles, preach sermons, get on TV or the radio, and the like, spending the precious resources of time, money, and influence countering the charges of those who are seemingly not content unless they can bully or intimidate their prey into conforming to the gospel according to them—the arbitrary
standard for others they have created and uphold.
Here is Jesus’ summation: “Yet wisdom is vindicated by all her children.” What does that mean? Look at the
offspring of the teaching. What is the result of Jesus’ ministry? People are taught the truth, led to live the
way God wants, and are pointed to the narrow way. Criticisms notwithstanding, that’s the fruit. Speaking of
which, Jesus also uses that analogy in the sermon on the mount. He begins and ends the analogy with the
idea that “you will know them by their fruits” (Mat. 7:16,20). But, this is a fair test for everyone.
What is the fruit of the hypercritical attacker? Not only ask if what they teach is technical true, but do they
meet the tests of honesty, consistency, kindness, fairness, and love. Do they demonstrate the spirit of
Christ, bear the fruit of the Spirit, demonstrate the Christian graces, fulfill the inspired definition of love in 1
Corinthians 13, act like the new man, and the like? So often, we do not stop to inspect the inspector. Whether we do or not, the Lord will inspect the work of us all at the end.
Each of us must focus on pleasing God and being absolutely sure that we are submitting to His authority

and obeying His will. The standard of judgment at the last day will not be the man-made rules of even the
potshot-takers, but instead the words of Christ (John 12:48). Let us be careful to grow in our knowledge of
His will each day so we can discern between divine expectations and human regulations. At the end, what
we should desire is heavenly vindication. The rest will ultimately take care of itself.

Neal Pollard

MY FAITH LEADS ME TO LABOR TO GROW
(2 Peter 1:5-10)
I. The _________________.
A. In many ways, our obedience to the gospel is like the signing of a ________________.
B. There are two phrases in this passage that point out the ____________.
1. “Giving all _____________” (2 Peter 1:5).
2. “Giving _____________” (2 Peter 1:10).
C. Both of these terms are labor _________________.
D. The Christian life, in between the baptistery and the pearly gates, is a life of labor and
__________________.
E. James says the one who doesn’t do anything has a faith that is ______________.
II.
The __________________.
A. We add these virtues in cooperation with the ___________ of God.
B. The word translated “add” is _____________.
1. It originally was a title for someone who would ____________ the needs of a
choral group.
2. God has given us the ability to have these things and we supply the _________.
C. Virtue means “_____________ _____________”.
D. Knowledge is that of God’s ____________.
E. Temperance is ________-____________.
F. Patience is _____________.
G. Godliness is an expression to the world that we’ve been _____________ from sin.
H. Brotherly kindness causes us to treat brethren like ___________.
I. Charity is ____________ love.
III.
The _________________.
A. Our lives will be _____________ and _____________ by true knowledge.
B. A _______________ life will be lived.
C. We will be _____________ when things go wrong.
D. We will sincerely try to make our spiritual _____________ sure.

