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A COLD, HARD LOOK IN THE MIRROR
BRENT SMITH
One of the most difficult things in life is to see ourselves for who we really
are. Someone has said, "If we could see ourselves as others see us we
would probably deny it." This has been a challenge for religious people
throughout time. Jesus was regularly in conflict with the Scribes and the
Pharisees, and He called them "hypocrites." In Luke 18, Jesus told about a
Pharisee and a Publican who prayed. One big difference between the two
is the Publican was able to see himself for who he really was, while the
Pharisee was in the same spiritual drought if not worse, yet he thought
highly of himself and looked on the Publican with disgust. It’s very difficult
to see ourselves, know our own strengths and weaknesses, when we are
constantly eyeing others. Thus Jesus talked about a hypocrite with a beam
in his eye while trying to judge a brother who had only a speck in his eye.
I’m reminded of the following poem.
"The Insult"
A lady with one of her ears applied
To an open keyhole heard inside
Two female gossips in converse free
The subject enraging them was she.
"I think," said one, "and my husband thinks,
That she’s a prying, spying, eavesdropping minx!"
As soon as no more of it she could bear,
The lady, indignant, removed her ear.
"I will not stay," she said with a pout,
"To hear my character lied about!"
I want to be able to look in the mirror and see self for who I really am. I
need to know my weaknesses so that I can do better. I need to be aware
of my own faults lest I too become a hypocrite. The apostle Paul, who by
the way was constantly aware of his own shortcomings, said to the brethren at Corinth, "Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove
your own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in
you, except ye be reprobates?" (II Cor. 13:5).

THE DANGER OF PROCRASTINATION
CLAY BOND
We are probably all guilty of procrastinating from time to time or of "putting things off until tomorrow." The mentality of replacing high priority tasks with low priority tasks will often get us into trouble.
Whether at work or in our personal lives, putting important things on the back burner can cause us to
become very unproductive people, but procrastination in the spiritual realm is far more damaging.
Spiritual matters cannot be put off until tomorrow. There are some things that God wants us to take
care of today. In Hebrews 3:7-8 the Holy Spirit said, "To day if ye will hear his voice, Harden not your
hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of temptation in the wilderness."
God wants us to hear His voice right now. We each have the wonderful blessing of being able to hear
God's voice everyday by studying His Word. "All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness" (2 Tim. 3:16). Just as God
breathed into Adam the breath of life and he became a living soul, God breathed into the message we
call the Bible and made it a living and active message (Gen. 2:7; Heb. 4:12). All too often we have every
intention of reading God's Word, but this urgent message is tucked away to be dealt with later.
God wants us to obey His voice right now. When we obey God's Word it has the power to save our
souls (James 1:21). Everything we need to know about "life" and "godliness" is found in God's Word (2
Pet. 1:3). The Scriptures say, "Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God" therefore, if
we are going to be a people of faith then we are going to have to spend some time in God's Word
(Rom. 10:17). We must not procrastinate when it comes to hearing and obeying God's Word. Let's be
like Ezra, who "prepared his heart to seek the law of the LORD, and to do it, and to teach in Israel statutes and judgments" (Ezra 7:10).
God wants us to be saved right now. Our salvation is one more thing that we cannot put off until another day; it must be given top priority. When a man named Felix heard the gospel, he responded by saying, "When I have a more convenient season, I will call for thee" (Acts 24:26). Felix' statement of procrastination left him lost for another day. The prophet Jeremiah spoke to people who had procrastinated so long about getting their lives right with God that the proverbial harvest had passed, the summer
had ended and they were not saved (Jer. 8:20). God says to all who are procrastinating about salvation,
"now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation" (2 Cor. 6:2).
If you have never sought the Lord, it is time seek Him (Hosea 10:12), and when we seek Him will all
of our heart, He has promised that we will find Him (Jer. 29:13). When we sincerely draw near to God
by hearing His Word, uniting it with faith (Rom. 10:17), repenting of our sins (Acts 17:30), confessing
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God (Acts 8:37) and being baptized into Christ for the remission of our
sins (Acts 2:38), He has promised to draw near to us (James 4:8).
Procrastination is so dangerous because it robs us of one of the most precious commodities we possess, time! Benjamin Franklin once said, "Dost thou love life? Then do not squander time, for that is the
stuff life is made of." After wasting too much time in sin Solomon finally came to His spiritual senses
and said "Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for
this is the whole duty of man" (Eccl. 12:13). We have wasted enough time living in sin; now we need to
redeem the time (Eph. 5:15-16). There is no better way to redeem our time than by using what remains
to serve the Lord. Are you redeeming the time or will procrastination be your downfall?

MY FAITH LEADS ME TO LEARN FROM MY MISTAKES
(Psalm 32)
I. The _______________.
A. David starts off the psalm by pointing out how a person is __________ when he has obtained forgiveness .
B. The ____________ of sin is shown to be a weight that David could not bear.
C. Not being able to stand it anymore, David _____________ his sin to God.
D. This moved David to realize more deeply that God is the __________ place to find comfort and
refuge from sin.
E. David was ready to _________ others about the forgiveness, mercy, and care of God.
F. Those that have __________ forgiveness can be glad and shout for joy because they are right with
the Lord.
II. Why don’t we ___________ from our sin?
A. Why do people, including me, _____________ the same sins over and over again?
B. The first reason is _______________.
1. Some people just don’t want to ___________.
2. __________ gets in the way as well.
C. The second is ___________.
1. Some people don’t think they _________ learn.
1. This is definitely a sign of a lack of _________ in God.
D. The third is _____________.
1. Some don’t take the _______ to learn from their mistakes.
2. There is a need for ____________ and question asking.
III. ____________ can we learn from our mistakes?
A. We can learn how ___________ our God is when we think of the forgiveness we receive.
B. We can learn sin has _______________.
C. We can learn __________ in regards to how we want to live.
D. We can learn to tell the ___________ about sin.
E. We can learn what does and does not ___________ for us.
F. We can learn that acknowledging and repenting of our mistakes ______________ others.
G. We can learn that God still deeply ___________ us.

