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Bible Bowl Awards day next Sunday @ Parrish

MARCH:
10: Vercie Griffin
11: Jayla Chambers
12: Kristee McDonald
18: Jincy Wright
19: Mason Chambers
24: Brandi Richardson
25: Carl Myers
28: Libby Tucker

NONE

APRIL:

Fred & Romaine Elliott, Bruce &
Sheila Windham

April 16, 2017
AM: THE ACTS OF WORSHIP
PM: SINGING & FELLOWSHIP NIGHT

April Lazenby, Sue Hinds, Joshua Jackson,
Elmer Williams, Debra Webb, Patsy Tucker,
Debbie Odom, Robert Turner, Bobby Holloway,
Ricky McDonald, David Brown, Kim Elliott, J.D.
Dailey, Donna Laratta, Kathy Windham, John
Pruitt, Madison Banks, Charles Crump, Martha
Ann, Margie Thomasson, Micah Earnest,
Vonciel Phillips, Wanda Self, Jamie Sanford,
Bruce Windham, Raymond Johnson, Joyce
Jacobs, Gene McDonald, Mike Miles, Jon Sanford, Marvin White, Jimmy Harrison, Diane
Chambers, Angie Jones, Victor Crosby, Brianna Cordell, Michael Griggs, Bud Howell,
Margaret Henson, Judith Homer, Mason Chambers, Danielle Dodd, Mark Barker, Mike Myers,
Jacob Lazenby

Times of service:
Sunday:
Bible Class:
9:30 AM
Worship:
10:20 AM & 5 PM
Wednesday Bible Study:
7 PM

Elders:
Eugene McDonald
924-4827
Carl Myers
221-0637
Neil Myers
924-9289
Bruce Windham
221-2348
Deacons:
Danny Busby
387-0213
David Preston
300-1927
Kevin Richardson
295-8864
Chris Robbins
388-1354
Vince Roden
471-3747
Preacher:
Ben Wright
522-8004

1 Corinthians 3:15 – Saved through Fire
Wayne Jackson
Augustine — and after him John Calvin — taught the doctrine of the perseverance of the saints, i.e., the notion that a child of God can never so
sin as to be finally lost. One of the passages that is supposed to support
this notion is 1 Corinthians 3:15. There Paul says: “If any man’s work shall
be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as
through fire.”
The claim is made that if a child of God sins, God will chastise him — and
he may suffer loss — but he will still retain his salvation even though he
might have to pass through the fire of discipline.
This notion reflects a gross misunderstanding of this context and is at
variance with dozens of other biblical verses. In 1 Corinthians 3, Paul discusses the work that both he and Apollos had wrought at Corinth. These
men were ministers through whom the Corinthians had come to faith (v.
5). Paul planted, Apolloswatered, but God gave the increase (v. 6). Paul
affirmed that at Corinth he had labored as a wise masterbuilder, carefully
building upon the solid foundation of Jesus Christ (vv. 10,11).
What were the stones of this spiritual house to which the apostle had
contributed? They were Christian people. Later Paul will write: “Are not
you my work in the Lord?” (9:1). He then cautions teachers that they
must take heed as to how they build. Devout attention must be given to
sound instruction, for if one’s work abides (i.e., his converts remain faithful — with gold, silver, costly stones quality), one will enjoy a satisfying
reward (cf. Luke 16:9). On the other hand, if a man’s work does not abide
(i.e., the convert falls away) and is burned, i.e., destroyed in hell
(Matthew 10:28), — because of its wood, hay, and stubble character, the
teacher will suffer loss (e.g., the satisfaction of seeing his labor come to
fruition; cf. Galatians 4:11). Nevertheless, his personal salvation will not
be jeopardized even though his convert is lost.
Paul is keenly aware that some of his spiritual children might be lost. And
so, circle the term “work” in this passage, and in your margin write:
One’s convert (cf. 1 Corinthians 9:1) — not his personal deeds.

REFINERS FIRE

Timothy Gunnells
Recently, in a Bible class in the congregation where I worship, there was some discussion about
how God sometimes refines us. Based on Biblical principles the discussion centered around how
as we mature spiritually, or to mature us spiritually, God helps us to jettison things that once entrapped us or things or habits of which we were clearly too enamored by in our younger years.
The Scripture that follows was originally a prophecy found in Malachi that dealt with the Levites
but I do not find it hard to extend the principle to my own life.
“But who can endure the day of His coming? And who can stand when He appears? For He is like
a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap. He will sit as a smelter and purifier of silver, and He will purify
the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, so that they may present to the Lord offerings
in righteousness.” (Malachi 3:2-3).
Whether we refer to it as pruning (John 15) or as refining as here in Malachi or other passages, it
is certain that God will seek to remove the impurities of our life. He will seek to mature us and
make us even more useful. Trials and suffering of my own making or trials and suffering brought
on by the mistakes of others both can be used by God to refine me. However, I must accept it for
what it is and allow God to purify me.
I have lived a good life. I have had many beautiful experiences. I have many, many friends. I have
a beautiful family. Still, I have scars inside and out from trials and suffering both of my own makings and because of the actions of others. I can allow guilt and regret to take over when I reflect
on my mistakes. I can allow anger and bitterness to take hold when I consider the wrongs brought
on my by others. Or, I can approach God in humility and accept the refining only He can do. I
choose the latter.
I want to leave you with the chorus of one of my favorite worship songs, written by Brian Doerksen. As you might have guessed, it is titled: Refiner’s Fire.
Refiner’s fire
My heart’s one desire
Is to be holy
Set apart for You, Lord
I choose to be holy
Set apart for You, my Master
Ready to do Your will

THE ACTS OF WORSHIP
(Colossians 3:17)
I. God has always set the ___________ for worship.
A. Genesis 4 ___________ the facts of Patriarchal worship of God.
1. Cain offered from the __________ while Abel offered from the __________.
2. Abel’s offering was by ____________ (Hebrews 11:4).
B. God ____________ to Moses what was acceptable to Him.
1. It was very ___________ in who was to offer and what was to be offered.
2. When you read 1 Kings 12-13, you see that ___________ changed all of that.
II. God has set the standard of worship for our ____________.
A. It is through ____________ that God speaks to us today (Hebrews 1:1-2).
B. God’s word is ___________, therefore we are to worship according to it alone.
1. It is only through ______________ of and _____________ to God’s word that
one can be set apart from the world.
2. This is what it means to be _____________.
C. Vain means “a ___________ attempt; folly”.
D. Will-worship means “worship which one devises and ____________ for himself”.
III. ______________ worship.
A. God is no less __________ and ____________ in the Christian dispensation.
B. Early Christians gave of their __________ (1 Corinthians 16:1-2).
1. We give to show our _____________.
2. We give so the work of the church can be _____________.
C. Early Christians ____________ of the Lord’s Supper (Acts 20:7).
1. Jesus _____________ this supper (Matthew 26:26-29).
2. It is to be observed in _____________ of His death.
D. Early Christians sang ___________ to God (Ephesians 5:19).
1. They used the instrument of their ___________ to do this.
2. There is no way to ____________ the use of mechanical instruments of music.
E. The early Christians ____________ (Acts 2:42).
F. The early Christians had _____________ in their worship services (Acts 20:7).

