



GOSPEL MEETING @ FAYETTE APR 23-26
BIBLE BOWL AWARDS TODAY @ PARRISH 2 PM
DAVID STAFFORD & PHILIP TOMLIN WILL BE WITH US NEXT SUNDAY

MARCH:
10: Vercie Griffin
11: Jayla Chambers
12: Kristee McDonald
18: Jincy Wright
19: Mason Chambers
24: Brandi Richardson
25: Carl Myers
28: Libby Tucker

NONE

APRIL:

Fred & Romaine Elliott, Bettye Henderson

April 23, 2017
AM: THE ACTION OF WORSHIP
PM: THE TIME OF THE END (PT 2)

April Lazenby, Sue Hinds, Joshua Jackson,
Elmer Williams, Debra Webb, Patsy Tucker,
Debbie Odom, Robert Turner, Bobby Holloway,
Ricky McDonald, David Brown, Kim Elliott, J.D.
Dailey, Donna Laratta, Kathy Windham, John
Pruitt, Madison Banks, Charles Crump, Martha
Ann, Margie Thomasson, Micah Earnest,
Vonciel Phillips, Wanda Self, Jamie Sanford,
Bruce Windham, Raymond Johnson, Joyce
Jacobs, Gene McDonald, Mike Miles, Jon Sanford, Marvin White, Jimmy Harrison, Diane
Chambers, Angie Jones, Victor Crosby, Brianna Cordell, Michael Griggs, Bud Howell,
Margaret Henson, Judith Homer, Mason Chambers, Danielle Dodd, Mark Barker, Mike Myers,
Jacob Lazenby

Times of service:
Sunday:
Bible Class:
9:30 AM
Worship:
10:20 AM & 5 PM
Wednesday Bible Study:
7 PM

Elders:
Eugene McDonald
924-4827
Carl Myers
221-0637
Neil Myers
924-9289
Bruce Windham
221-2348
Deacons:
Danny Busby
387-0213
David Preston
300-1927
Kevin Richardson
295-8864
Chris Robbins
388-1354
Vince Roden
471-3747
Preacher:
Ben Wright
522-8004

westwalkerchurchofchrist.org
The Priesthood of All Believers
And coming to Him as to a living stone which has been rejected by
men, but is choice and precious in the sight of God, you also, as
living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ (1 Pet. 2:4-5 NASB).
Under the old covenant, only the Levites could serve as priests.
Priests had two functions: (1) they offered up sacrifices in worship,
and (2) they were to “to teach the sons of Israel all the statutes
which the LORD has spoken to them through Moses” (Lev. 10:11).
Under the new covenant, however, every Christian shares in the
priesthood. Every Christian has the responsibility to worship and to
teach others the unsearchable riches of Christ. “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who
called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were
not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy” (1 Pet. 2:9-10
ESV).
There are souls all around your neighborhood that needs the gospel of Jesus Christ, and God has asked every Christian to be involved in proclaiming the excellencies of him who called you out of
darkness into his marvelous light.
—Phil Sanders
Author of A Faith Built on Sand and Adrift
Speaker for “In Search of the Lord’s Way”
(Via gospeladvocate.com)

“Giving Your Testimony” or Preaching Christ
Dan Jenkins
Our religious world has lost sight of the power of the story of the coming of the Messiah,
His death, His resurrection and the establishment of His kingdom to bring salvation to the
world. This was the message that began at Pentecost and spread around the world. In
this day, far too many give their “testimony” about their past life and how they have
changed. The message that will convert the world is not the story of our life, but the story
of His life.
In Acts chapter eight, we read how Philip lead lost men to Jesus. It was not the
“testimony” of Philip’s past life that changed the world. It was the story of the Savior. Imagine the following story. It never happened. It is simply an illustration showing God’s plan of
evangelism versus the modern plan used by some. Philip ran to the chariot and heard the
Ethiopian reading the scriptures and asked him if he understood the Bible. The man responded saying that it so hard to understand, and then Philip got into the chariot and gave
his “testimony.”
Philip said, “You are so right about the difficulty of understanding the Bible. I used to be
exactly where you are. I attended worship at the local synagogue, and the lessons presented there made me think that no one could ever find God. They often spent hours trying to decide just how far one could walk on the Sabbath before walking would violate the
command not to work on the Sabbath. They talked about eating with unwashed hands
and talking to Gentiles. Synagogue worship seemed to never talk about mercy and faith in
God.”
“Those leaders in the synagogue were not serious. They used their position to gain fame.
They loved having the chief seats in the assembly but did not seem to love people. Their
religion was outward and never seemed to change. I was so discouraged.”

“I remember one time when these same leaders caught a man and a woman sinning and
decided to let the man go free, but wanted to stone the woman. It was rather strange that
they would do this, for just the previous week we had read the words of Moses saying
both should be stoned.”
“I also was such a sinner in my own life. Let me preach to you my favorite sermon, What a
Sinner I Used to Be. I have changed, and you need to change.”
This story never happened. What did Philip preach? He preached about the authority of
Jesus and the kingdom of heaven (Acts 8:12), and he taught about Jesus (8:35). The Ethiopian said, “See, here is water. What prevents me from being baptized?” Giving one’s testimony will never bring such a response. Preaching Christ and His kingdom will!

THE ACTION OF WORSHIP
(John 4:24)
I. _______________.
A. When you study the worship ____________ and ___________ of the early church, this
should jump out at us.
B. They didn’t need a _____________, although that is fine.
C. It is simple in what is ______________ to God.
D. When we find ways to make worship more ____________, we take the focus off of God.
II. ______________.
A. If the praise of God is not the ___________ of our worship, we are wasting our time.
B. We are to sincerely _________ ourselves to God in worship.
C. Sincerity demands _____________ and ____________.
1. “____________ from deceit, hypocrisy, and duplicity”.
2. We are ______________ ourselves to God as openly and honestly as we can.
D. We are coming to God with the best we have to offer Him because we have a sincere desire
to please Him.
III. _____________.
A. “I will not give to God that which costs me ____________.”
B. Giving worship to God _____________ a sacrifice.
1. We sacrifice ____________ (Romans 12:1).
2. We sacrifice with our _____________(Philippians 4:18).
3. We sacrifice with our _____________ (Hebrews 13:15).
4. We sacrifice of our _____________.
5. We sacrifice with our _____________.
C. Loving God with all that we are, as we are ______________, is sacrificial.
D. Loving God means being _____________ (John 14:15; 1 John 5:3).

