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"SOON IT WILL BE TOO LATE"
Dalton Key
The Bible places a premium on today. Not tomorrow, of
which we are warned not to boast. (Proverbs 27:1.) And not
next year, of which we have no certainty. (James 4:13-16.)
But today. Now.
“Now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.” (2 Corinthians 6:2.) “But exhort one another daily,
while it is called Today; lest any of you be hardened through
the deceitfulness of sin.” (Hebrews 3:13.)
Even our Lord, while in the flesh, understood the transient
nature of time and thus the urgency of today. He taught, “I
must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the
night comes, when no man can work. As long as I am in the
world, I am the light of the world.” (John 9:3,4.)
You have yet to obey the gospel? Follow the example of firstcentury converts who having heard the gospel, obeyed immediately; even, as in one case, “the same hour of the
night.” (Acts 16:33.) Don’t put off your soul’s salvation.
The good you intend to do? Do it now. The kindness you plan
one day to extend to those you love? Do it now. The forgiveness you know you ought to offer those who have slighted you, offended you or caused you pain? Do it now. As Emerson once observed, “You cannot do a kindness too soon, for
you never know how soon it will be too late.”
Yesterday is past; tomorrow may never come. “Now is the
accepted time.”

Thank God for “Common People”
Dan Jenkins
As our Lord came near to the end of His life, the religious leaders saw that they were losing their
place of prominence in the sight of most of the people. The ordinary Jews who heard Him showed
how fascinated they were by Jesus. They asked the question, “How does this Man know letters,
having never studied” (John 7:15)?
The religious leaders “...heard the crowd murmuring these things concerning Him” and “...sent
officers to take Him” (John 7:32). The soldiers returned empty-handed saying, “No man ever
spoke like this Man” (John 7:46). The leaders tried to use their influence as religious leaders to
persuade men by saying, “Have any of the rulers or the Pharisees believed in Him” (John 7:48)?
This had no impact on the multitudes. Those leaders could not deny His power shown in the resurrection of Lazarus and in their frustration, “...the chief priests plotted to put Lazarus to
death” (John 12:10).
The very next day, Jerusalem was in an uproar as Jesus made that triumphant entry into the city.
He had been totally rejected by the “godly” leaders, yet His popularity was so evident. The leaders
confronted Him in the temple, and He dealt with every one of their questions. “And no one was
able to answer Him a word, nor from that day on did anyone dare question Him any-more” (Matt.
22:46). They had failed! How did the multitude respond? “And the common people heard Him
gladly” (Mark 12:37). “The common people heard Him...”
Thank God for “common people,” for the kingdom of God did not attract nobility, but it was built
upon the response of “common people” (1 Cor. 1:26; Jas. 2:5). “Common people” loved Jesus. Jesus spent His life dealing with the “common people.” He ate with sinners and publicans; He
helped Legion with the demons; He was part of the life of the woman who had seven demons; He
touched the lepers; He felt the touch of a poor woman who touched His garments; He spent time
with a woman who had had five husbands and was now living with a man outside of any marriage; He ignored the multitude to heal that blind man who was despised by most; He chose a
“terrorist” (Zealot) to be an apostle and chose ignorant and unlearned fishermen to proclaim Him
to the world. Thank God for “common people.” Jesus spent His life dealing with the “common
people.”
The lesson to be learned from this should be obvious. Our world is filled with those religious leaders and their blind followers, but there are still “common people” who are searching for the
meaning of life. As we sow the seed we must never overlook the “common people.” If Jesus were
here, He would definitely see the “common people” as future saints!

DON’T LOOK BACK

The Savior instructed us to “remember Lot’s wife” (Luke 17:32). In this context, Jesus was describing
what would transpire at the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70. When they saw the signs of impending
destruction, they were to flee from Jerusalem, not stopping to look back. It was in this connection that
Jesus calls attention to Lot’s wife. You will recall that during the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah
(Gen.19), Lot’s wife looked back as she was fleeing the cities of the plain, only to be turned into a pillar of
salt (19:26). What can we learn from Lot’s wife? What can we learn about the dangers of looking back?
Looking back shows I do not take God at His word. When God instructed Lot and his family to flee the
cities of the plain, specific instructions were given that none should look back (19:17). This warning, as
well as others, was attached to the punishment “lest you be consumed.” Such should have served as a
sufficient deterrent for casting a glance backwards. Perhaps Lot’s wife thought no real harm would befall
her for simply looking back upon the home from which she was fleeing. However, God meant what He
said. A terrible demise was the result of her failure to take God at His word. Oh, how many more face a
far worse fate in the Day of Judgment because they refuse to believe what God has said!
Looking back shows my heart is still tied to what is behind me. God called upon Lot and his family to
flee the city of the plains so that they might not “be consumed in the iniquity of the city” (Gen.19:15).
Had they been allowed to remain in that place, they likely would have been influenced for evil (note how
Lot’s married children reacted). Christ taught those who would follow him to forsake all, and don’t look
back: “No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God” (Luke
9:62). We must sever all ties with that which would pull us away from God (Jas.4:4). To those who are
tempted to cast a glance over your shoulder at what you have left behind for the Lord (Mt.19:27), remember the words of Paul: “... forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things
which are before...” (Phil.3:13-14).
Looking back shows a lack of trust in God’s promises. Often our attention is turned back to the things
we left behind because we do not trust that God will care for us as He says He will do. It is always the case
that God will reward those who do what is right. When we are called upon to leave behind father, or
mother, or children, or houses or lands for the sake of the gospel, God will surely take care of us in every
day and in every way (Matt.19:28). Those who will “seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness” (Matt.6:33) have every assurance that God will take care of our needs.
Looking back forces me to take my eyes off of what lies ahead. When we turn to view those things we
have left behind, we are not able to see what lies ahead. There are temptations to resist, pitfalls to avoid,
a path on which we must remain. Looking over our shoulders makes us unable to “look{ing} unto Jesus
the author and finisher of our faith” (Heb.12:2). Can we honestly sing that we are “constantly looking to
thee” when we are looking back, longing for what we have supposedly left behind?
Patrick Morrison

