
 

 

 VBS WILL BE JUNE 4-7  

 

 
APRIL: 

10: Vercie Griffin 
11: Jayla Chambers 
12: Kristee McDonald 
18: Jincy Wright 
19: Mason Chambers 
25: Carl Myers 
28: Libby Tucker 
 
        

APRIL: 
NONE 
 

April Lazenby, Sue Hinds, Joshua Jackson, 

Elmer Williams, Debra Webb, Patsy Tucker, 

Debbie Odom, Robert Turner,  Ricky McDon-

ald, David Brown, Kim Elliott, J.D. Dailey, Don-

na Laratta, Kathy Windham, John Pruitt, Madi-

son Banks, Martha Ann, Margie Thomasson, 

Micah Earnest, Vonciel Phillips, Wanda Self, 

Jamie Sanford, Bruce Windham, Raymond 

Johnson, Joyce Jacobs, Gene McDonald, Mike 

Miles, Jon Sanford, Marvin White, Jimmy Har-

rison, Diane Chambers, Angie Jones, Victor 

Crosby, Brianna Cordell, Michael Griggs, Bud 

Howell, Margaret Henson, Judith Homer, Ma-

son Chambers, Danielle Dodd, Mark Barker, 

Mike Myers, Jacob Lazenby 

 

 

 

 

April 30, 2017 

AM: DAVID STAFFORD 

PM: PHILIP TOMLIN 

 

Fred & Romaine Elliott, Gene McDon-

ald, Barbara Wright 
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Bible Class:  
9:30 AM 
Worship:  
10:20 AM & 5 PM 
Wednesday Bible Study: 
7 PM 

 
Elders: 
Eugene McDonald 
924-4827 
Carl Myers 
221-0637 
Neil Myers 
924-9289 
Bruce Windham 
221-2348 
 
Deacons: 
Danny Busby 
387-0213 
David Preston 
300-1927 
Kevin Richardson 
295-8864 
Chris Robbins 
388-1354 
Vince Roden 
471-3747 
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Ben Wright 
522-8004 
 

The Thief On The Cross 
By Ron Boatwright 

 
The sad thing is that there are many people today who try to use 
"the thief on the cross" as their justification for not obeying the 
clear and plain command of Jesus to be baptized.  On the Day of 
Judgment it will not be the case of "what about the thief on the 
cross".  The thief on the cross was before the death of Christ and 
before the New Testament took effect.  Hebrews 9:17 says, "For a 
testament is in force after men are dead, since it has no power at 
all while the testator lives."  We cannot be saved like the thief be-
cause Christ’s New Testament is in effect for us today.  Anyone re-
fusing to obey Jesus on His terms has no legitimate claim on the 
salvation that Jesus offers.  One will certainly be held accountable 
for his disobedience by the eternal loss of his soul.  He will only 
have himself to blame. 
 
People need to stop spending their time in trying to figure out a 
way to get around doing what the Lord said, but rather they need 
be willing to submit to the final authority of our Lord.  When we 
stand before the Lord on the day of judgment to be judged by Him, 
there are going to be many who have chosen not to do what the 
Lord has said.  Romans 10:3 tells us that people are "Seeking to 
establish their own righteousness, have not submitted to the 
righteousness of God." 
 
Jesus said in Mark 16:16, "He that believes and is baptized shall be 
saved."  How are people going to explain to Jesus on the Day of 
Judgment why they did not do what He says and for the reason He 
says?  The New Testament of Christ requires us to be baptized for 
the remission of our sins (Acts 2:38, Acts 22:16) so that we can be 
saved (Mark 16:16, 1 Peter 3:21).  It did not take effect until after 
the death of Christ.  The thief did not come under the New Testa-
ment as we do today.  It will be too late on Judgment Day to find 
out that one hasn’t obeyed the Lord and is still lost.  



 

 

  

 WHAT TO EXPECT WHEN YOU BUILD 

The old saying, “The more things change, the more they stay the same,” seems applicable to time, place, 

and action. Though the rebuilding of the wall around Jerusalem in Nehemiah’s day stretches back 2500 

years and occurred in a totally different culture about 7000 miles from here, it is amazing how what they 

faced and how they faced it is similar to our world and work right now. What can we learn from the physi-

cal building of Nehemiah to help in our spiritual building in the church today? Let’s look at Nehemiah four 

for the answers. 

 There will be opposition. Then, the opposition was from unbelievers who are introduced to us as those 

who “mocked and despised” (2:19). They will be driven by emotion (4:1,7). They will actively work to 

undermine and upset the work (4:8). They will actively work through verbal assault (4:2-3). They will 

succeed in striking fear in the hearts of some of God’s workers (4:11ff). If we can settle it in our hearts 

that the devil will never be satisfied until he defeats every faithful work for God, we will expect opposi-

tion to exist. The key is not to put the focus on the opposition. 

 There must be devotion. Nehemiah, who narrates much of this Bible book, shows us how you defeat 

opposition. You depend on God through prayer (4:4-5,8). You trust that God is at work in answer to 

prayer (4:15,20). You keep the focus on His power (4:14). If we can remind ourselves that “our [great 

and awesome] God will fight for us,” we can keep going through the most frustrating failures along the 

way. 

 There must be direction. Someone has to lead people to focus on God rather than His enemies. Nehemi-

ah exemplifies godly leadership. As noted, he led the people to rely on God when doing His work. No-

tice that he also communicated to the leaders and workers (4:14). He reminded them of their motiva-

tion (4:14) and gave them a tangible plan (4:19-20). He also led by example (4:21-23), rolling up his 

sleeves along with the rest of the people. Such servant-leaders inspire and encourage success. 

 There must be action. Though their success ultimately came about because of God’s power, this did not 

nullify their need to work. They built because “the people had a mind to work” (4:6). The late Wendell 

Winkler was known to say, “Programs don’t work. People do!” Walk through Nehemiah four and ob-

serve the action verbs. You see them “each one to his work” (15), “carrying on the work” (16, 21), and 

“doing the work” (17). So it is today. 

These were ordinary folks. They faced fear, doubt, and discouragement. They had limitations. But they 
“built the wall” (4:6). In other words, they succeeded in the task God gave them to do. We are not inferior 
to them in any way unless it is in execution. We have opposition. We can defeat it with proper devotion, 
direction, and action. The work God has given us in His church today must be done, but it can be done! 
Let’s do more than believe that. Let’s embody it!                           Neal Pollard 

 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR MARCH 2017 

  Balance on hand as of March 1, 2017                          $88,603.66 

  Contribution for March 5, 2017                                     $3,543.00 

  Contribution for March 12, 2017                               $3,177.00 

  Contribution for March 19, 2017                 $2,737.00 

  Contribution for March 26, 2017                 $3,776.00 

 

3366   Ben Wright—insurance                    (1009.00) 

3367  Ben Wright—expenses for Jan-Feb          (842.25) 

3368  Danny Rushing            (350.00) 

3369  Townley Water                (26.01) 

3370  Ben Wright (Salary)           (900.00) 

3371  Duncan’s Supply (doors)           (987.92) 

3372  Verizon             (110.08) 

3373  Gospel Advocate            (226.35) 

3374  Ben Wright (Salary)           (900.00) 

3375  Childhaven—memorial               (50.00) 

3376  Childhaven            (200.00) 

3377  Childhaven—memorial                            (50.00) 

3378  Childhaven—memorial               (50.00) 

3379  Carolina Messenger           (100.00) 

3380  GBN             (500.00) 

3381  Shades Mt.—L.T.  Gurganus          (100.00) 

3382  Sixth Ave.—Ricky Berger           (200.00) 

3383  Sixth Ave.—Chatom           (100.00) 

3384  West End—Adam Evans                           (100.00) 

3385  MSOP—David Stafford           (200.00) 

3386  MSOP—Philip Tomlin           (400.00) 

3387  Fayette—Bible Radio           (100.00) 

3388  BCS—Wade Webster           (100.00) 

3389  Alabama Power            (564.43) 

3390  Ben Wright (Salary)           (900.00) 

3391  AT&T             (129.23) 

3392  Ben Wright (Salary)           (900.00) 

  Bank Fees—deposit slips             (49.22) 

 

  Total Balance & Credits for March 2017                $101,836.66 

  Total Debits for March 2017                 ($10,144.49) 

  Balance on hand as of March 31, 2017                  $91,692.17 


