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VBS IS JUNE 4-7
GOSPEL MEETING @ ELDRIDGE MAY 14-17
GOSPEL MEETING @ GOODSPRINGS MAY 21-23

MAY:
4: Connor Roden
5: Robin Busby
7: Lucille Finn
10: Betty Honeycutt
21: Kane AMerson
25: Robert Brown & Liam Robbins
27: Gail Windham
28: Lynn Honeycutt

May 14, 2017
AM: THE VIRGIN BIRTH OF JESUS
PM: THE TIME OF THE END (PT 4)
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Times of service:
Sunday:
Bible Class:
9:30 AM
Worship:
10:20 AM & 5 PM
Wednesday Bible Study:
7 PM

Elders:
Eugene McDonald
924-4827
Carl Myers
221-0637
Neil Myers
924-9289
Bruce Windham
221-2348
Deacons:
Danny Busby
387-0213
David Preston
300-1927
Kevin Richardson
295-8864
Chris Robbins
388-1354
Vince Roden
471-3747
Preacher:
Ben Wright
522-8004

Rest From Their Labors…
God’s Word is very plain in its declaration that men ought to
work. Whether we consider the examples of Jesus—a carpenter
(Mark 6:3), Paul—a tentmaker (Acts 18:3), or Peter—a fisherman
(Matthew 4:18), it is clear that work should be a part of our
lives. Making this point even stronger, Paul wrote: “For even
when we were with you, we commanded you this: If anyone will
not work, neither shall he eat” (2 Thessalonians 3:10).
It is also interesting to note that the Bible offers advice about how
we do our work. Solomon wrote: “Whatever your hand finds to
do, do it with your might; for there is no work or device or
knowledge or wisdom in the grave where you are going” (Ecclesiastes 9:10). And Paul wrote: “Bondservants, obey in
all things your masters according to the flesh, not with eye-service,
as men-pleasers, but in sincerity of heart, fearing God. And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to
men” (Colossians 3:22, 23).
But with all of that being said, Christians have the privilege of looking forward to a time that is free from work. This time is not merely the retirement that so many long for—it is eternal rest which
results from being faithful to Jesus. Describing this John
wrote: “Then I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, ‘Write:
‘Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.’’ ‘Yes,’ says
the Spirit, ‘that they may rest from their labors, and their works
follow them’” (Revelation 14:13). While the labor of the Christian
on earth never ceases, the eternal rest which awaits will be worth
it all. There is a rest waiting for those who faithfully serve God. It
is found in heaven.
—Chad Ramsey
Author of Reasons to Believe and In God’s Image
Minister, Gloster Street Church of Christ in Tupelo, Miss.

Honor Your Mother!
Joe Slater
“Honor your father and your mother” is the fifth of the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:12). Though we do
not live under the Old Testament law today, God brought nine of those commandments into the New Testament, including this one (Ephesians 6:13). Giving Mom a card and a box of chocolates on the second Sunday in May is fine, but God makes it clear in His word that honoring your mother goes far beyond a manmade annual holiday. How does God say we should honor our mothers?
Love her! Young children seldom have to be told to do this – it comes naturally. The Scriptures call it
“natural affection” (2 Timothy 3:3). It is the warm, tender devotion that you feel toward close family members. This very passage, however, warns of the danger of suppressing or even losing that natural affection.
Cultivate love for your mother every day, not just “Mother’s Day.”
Obey her! “Children, obey your parents” (Ephesians 3:20). Even Jesus submitted to His mother and Joseph
(Luke 2;51). When I hear a young child defiantly saying “No!” to Mama (or Daddy), I see red! Parents who
fail to correct such impudence swiftly and effectively (including some firm swats to the posterior) are inviting disaster. That leads to the next point . . .

Speak respectfully to her! Sassiness and back-talk are not limited to small children. Though He was older,
Jesus spoke respectfully to His mother and Joseph, even when correcting them (e.g. at the Temple, Luke
2:48, 49). No matter how old we are, we ought always to speak respectfully to our parents. Under the Mosaic Law, cursing a parent was a capital offense (Exodus 21:7). While this penalty is not in effect under the
New Testament, it speaks volumes about the importance God assigns to speaking respectfully to our parents.
Never hit her! This was another capital crime under the Law of Moses (Exodus 21:15). Of course this
dealt with older children, not toddlers! A small child sometimes defiantly slaps his mother if he isn’t getting
his way. Worse, parents sometimes allow children to suffer no consequences for such obnoxious behavior!
Little ones may not know any better at first, but they will learn quickly if parents discipline them promptly
and consistently. I have also known of cases where older children beat their parents; such conduct is criminal according to the laws of both God and men.
Provide for her in her old age. Jesus rebuked the Jews of His day for evading their responsibility to provide for their aged parents (Matthew 15:4ff). Although popular culture looks to civil government to fulfill
the need, Paul teaches that it is first and foremost a family obligation, and secondarily the responsibility of
the church (1 Timothy 5:4).

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY

THE VIRGIN BIRTH OF JESUS
(Matthew 1:18-25)
I. The _____________ of the virgin birth.
A. We must start back in the ____________ of ____________ (Genesis 3:15).
1. It is the seed of ____________ and the seed would be a ___________.
2. The first promise of a Redeemer is also a ________________ of the virgin birth.
B. Another prophecy that is ______________ is Isaiah 7:14).
1. Some translations have “__________ ___________” instead of “virgin”.
2. The word translated “virgin” is never used of a _____________ woman.
C. We must also consider ____________9:6 and ____________5:2.
II. The _______________ of the virgin birth.
A. There are only two accounts of the virgin birth: ____________ and _____________.
B. Some have ____________ the virgin birth because there are only two accounts of it.
1. The question back to this is: “________ __________?”
2. There doesn’t have to be _____________ scriptures that teach something for it
to be true.
C. Other passages ___________ the virgin birth.
1. Galatians 4:4—born of a _____________.
2. Matthew 1:16—Jacob begat Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was
_________ Jesus.
III. The _______________ of the virgin birth.
A. If we fail to teach or defend this doctrine, Christianity ____________.
B. The virgin birth involves the _____________ of the scriptures.
C. The virgin birth involves the _____________ of Jesus.
D. The virgin birth involves Jesus’s role as ______________.

