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VBS IS JUNE 4-7
GOSPEL MEETING @ GOODSPRINGS MAY 21-23
GOSPEL MEETING @ GOLDMINE MAY 28-JUNE 1

MAY:
4: Connor Roden
5: Robin Busby
7: Lucille Finn
10: Betty Honeycutt
21: Kane AMerson
25: Robert Brown & Liam Robbins
27: Gail Windham
28: Lynn Honeycutt

MAY:
9: Tammy & Jon Whitfield
12: J.D. & Bobbie Dailey
21: Chris & Shanna Robbins

Fred & Romaine Elliott, Bettye Henderson, Gene McDonald (Cordova
Rehab), Connor Roden, Wilma
Brown, Betty Honeycutt

May 21, 2017
AM: THE TEACHING OF JESUS
PM: SINGING & FELLOWSHIP NIGHT

April Lazenby, Sue Hinds, Joshua Jackson,
Elmer Williams, Debra Webb, Patsy Tucker,
Debbie Odom, Robert Turner, Ricky McDonald, David Brown, Kim Elliott, J.D. Dailey, Donna Laratta, Kathy Windham, John Pruitt, Madison Banks, Martha Ann, Margie Thomasson,
Micah Earnest, Vonciel Phillips, Wanda Self,
Jamie Sanford, Bruce Windham, Raymond
Johnson, Joyce Jacobs, Gene McDonald, Mike
Miles, Jon Sanford, Marvin White, Jimmy Harrison, Diane Chambers, Angie Jones, Victor
Crosby, Brianna Cordell, Michael Griggs, Bud
Howell, Margaret Henson, Judith Homer, Mason Chambers, Danielle Dodd, Mark Barker,
Mike Myers, Jacob Lazenby

Times of service:
Sunday:
Bible Class:
9:30 AM
Worship:
10:20 AM & 5 PM
Wednesday Bible Study:
7 PM

Elders:
Eugene McDonald
924-4827
Carl Myers
221-0637
Neil Myers
924-9289
Bruce Windham
221-2348
Deacons:
Danny Busby
387-0213
David Preston
300-1927
Kevin Richardson
295-8864
Chris Robbins
388-1354
Vince Roden
471-3747
Preacher:
Ben Wright
522-8004

Commissioned to Teach
Growing up in Tennessee I would vacation in the Great Smoky Mountains, always thinking “great” was in reference to the superb quality of
the experience enjoyed when visiting the site. It was only later I learned
of the “Little Smoky Mountains” near the convergence of Kentucky, Ohio,
and West Virginia. “Little” and “great,” are designations of topology, the
section of the Appalachians in Ohio being of a lower elevation than the
section in Tennessee.
Likewise, reading the closing verses of Matthew, we come across the
“Great Commission.” This designation is in contrast to the “Limited Commission” of Matthew 10:5f: “These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing
them, ‘Go nowhere among the Gentiles and enter no town of the Samaritans, but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” The original
commission, which was restricted to the Jews, was lesser in scope than
the “Great Commission,” given in Matthew 28:18-20.
The earlier commission was narrow, being given only to the Twelve
Apostles, for a limited time, to reach out to a limited number of people.
The second commission is greater in being given to the whole church,
until the end of the age, addressing the whole world.
The Great Commission continues to serve as a motto, stirring Christians
to send out missionaries and to conduct evangelistic programs. The
church continues, with a fair measure of success, to fulfill the charge Jesus gave to preach the gospel and to baptize converts. Yet, we should
look further into what the Lord commanded. We must not only make
converts; we must also teach them to observe all that Jesus commanded.
With young people growing up in the Lord’s church, training in doctrine
occurs in Bible classes and in training received at home. For adult converts, however, the process of spiritual growth is more piecemeal. Special attention should be given to help those who become Christians as
adults to ensure they understand basic doctrine. Having an elder or other mature Christian serve as a mentor is a great help, as is having a prepared course of study covering the distinctive nature of the Lord’s
church. In this way we will fulfill the Lord’s command, not only to baptize, but also to instruct.
—Gregory Alan Tidwell
Editor, the Gospel Advocate

What’s Needed in Syria
David Sproule
We are hearing a lot about Syria in the news these days, and none of it is good. What is
happening in Syria is very serious! Here is a nation that has been engaged in a horrific
civil war for more than five years, which has claimed the lives of more than 250,000 people. Whatever the cause of this violence and however it might be reported, it ought to arrest our attention to hear of that many souls being killed!
But, I want you to know that I have the solution! Now, I’m not a diplomat or a politician or
a military strategist or a sociologist, but I know exactly what is needed in Syria to bring an
abrupt end to the vicious brutality that has caused millions to flee for their lives. Here’s
the short of it: If “Syria” today could have what “Syria” of 2,000 years ago had, things
would be much different!
Syria needs the fame of Jesus! At the end of Matthew 4, Jesus was making His way
through northern Palestine, “teaching...preaching the gospel...and healing” (4:23). “Then
His fame went throughout all Syria” (4:24). Other translations say, “The news about Him
spread” (NASB); “And the report of him went forth into all Syria” (ASV). The only sure,
proven and long-term solution or peace is the good news about Jesus and His kingdom.
Isaiah prophesied of nations beating swords into plowshares and spears into pruning
hooks (Isa. 2:2-4). Syria needs the good news of Jesus Christ!
Syria needs strong churches! As Paul began his second missionary journey from Antioch
of Syria, “he went through Syria...strengthening the churches” (Acts 15:41). These congregations had already been established and were growing, but they needed further encouragement to stay true to the Lord and to fight against the wiles of the devil. A strong
church can influence a whole community for good. Syria needs faithful and fervent congregations!
Syria needs servant-hearted Christians! On his way to Jerusalem, at the end of his third
missionary journey, Paul “sailed to Syria...And finding disciples, we stayed there seven
days” (Acts 21:3-4). Paul stayed in some hospitable Christian’s home for seven days.
When he left, “they all accompanied us, with wives and children, till we were out of the
city,” which was a common send-off of God speed. “We knelt down on the shore and
prayed...and they returned home” (21:5-6). These brethren served Paul’s every need.
Syria needs servants of Christ!
The situation in Syria could turn around instantly if the good news of Jesus could be
spread by strong churches made up of servant-hearted Christians! Actually, the situation
in America could turn around instantly and the situation in our homes could turn around
instantly by the same process!

THE TEACHING OF JESUS
(Matthew 7:28-29)
I. _____________ concerned and interested in students as individuals.
A. You can’t __________ your way around with children and teens.
B. Jesus cared so deeply that He ___________ because His students wouldn’t listen.
C. Jesus looked out for the ___________ welfare of His students as well as their __________
welfare.
D. Jesus is just as concerned and interested in individuals ____________.
1. He still wants men to be _____________.
2. He still calls for us to __________ our cares on Him.
3. He still calls for the weak and heavy laden to come to Him for ___________.
II. Requires students to _____________.
A. Those teachers that required effort to get the ___________ we wanted were our best
teachers.
B. One of the great teaching parables let His students know they __________ do what He said
do (Matthew 7:24-27).
1. This is what is so ______________ about Calvinism or any doctrine that says we are
saved by ___________ alone.
2. Jesus requires work and set the ______________ for us as well (John 17:4; 9:4).
III. ______________ dealing with students.
A. Teachers who show _____________ are hard to like by the students that aren’t the favorite.
B. Our Lord never ___________ favorites.
1. He called His own disciples “O ye of little ___________”.
2. He told Peter, “Get thee behind me ____________”.
C. Jesus died for _________ men.
IV. Obviously _____________ about teaching.
A. The word ____________ is found 33 times and 10 times it is said of or about Jesus.
B. The word ____________ is found 23 times and 10 times it is said of or about Jesus.
C. The word ____________ is found 46 times and 28 times it is used about Jesus and what He
was doing.

