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Times of service: 

Sunday: 
Bible Class:  
9:30 AM 
Worship:  
10:20 AM & 5 PM 
Wednesday Bible Study: 
7 PM 

 
Elders: 
Eugene McDonald 
924-4827 
Carl Myers 
221-0637 
Neil Myers 
924-9289 
Bruce Windham 
221-2348 
 
Deacons: 
Danny Busby 
387-0213 
David Preston 
300-1927 
Kevin Richardson 
295-8864 
Chris Robbins 
388-1354 
Vince Roden 
471-3747 
 
Preacher: 
Ben Wright 
522-8004 
 

Differing Paths 
 

Often, when traveling through the Appalachians, I have noted the markers indi-
cating the Eastern Continental Divide. This line denotes the watershed between 
streams that feed into the Atlantic Ocean and those that feed into the Gulf of 
Mexico. Two drops of rain, falling only inches apart on the ground, will end up 
separated by hundreds of miles before they reach the end of their journeys. 
 
As we consider, personally, the choices we make day by day, we should recall 
the words of our Lord, “One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, 
and one who is dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much.” (Luke 16:10) 
The small things in our lives can well lead to big changes, either for good or for 
evil. This principle extends to congregations, as well. 
 
Frequently, an emphasis on doctrinal exactness is greeted with a roll of the eyes. 
Why should we, after all, be concerned over small departures here and there? 
Isn’t it just nit-picking to question everything that doesn’t measure up to the 
truths we understand from Scripture? 
 
We should be concerned about apostasy, even in the smallest measure, because 
it is a step down a path which will end in destruction. Every heresy that has di-
vided the church began with a small departure from the truth, which lead to 
greater and greater departures over time. 
 
Our fellowship must stand firm on the inerrancy of Scripture, the total truth and 
authority of God’s word. We must stand firm in attempting to understand and 
follow the pattern of faith and practice outlined in the Bible. Most centrally, we 
must stand firm in teaching the exclusive truth of God’s way of salvation 
through Jesus Christ. Even the slightest deviation in our commitment to these 
basic truths will plunge the church quickly into all manner of false teaching. 
 
When Christian teachers and preachers depart from a complete confidence in 
Scripture, they stand in danger of losing their faith altogether. When congrega-
tions begin introducing unauthorized elements into the worship and work of the 
church, there is no end to the changes which will occur. When the church begins 
fellowshipping outsiders as if they were members of the Lord’s church, soon the 
very heart of the gospel is laid aside. Constant vigilance is needed to keep the 
Lord’s church true to the Lord’s way. 
 

—Gregory Alan Tidwell 
Editor, the Gospel Advocate 

 

http://stores.gospeladvocate.com/search.php?search_query=Gregory+Alan+Tidwell&x=-1021&y=-63
http://www.gospeladvocate.com/ga


 

 

  

 
 

 

Lord In Every Circumstance 

Glen Elliott 

Belief in the lordship of Jesus Christ has little power unless it is translated into practical, everyday 
life. Jesus has been “raised from the dead and seated at the right hand” of the Father in heaven, 
“far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not on-
ly in this age but also in the one to come” (Eph. 1:20-21). The Father has placed “all things in sub-
jection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church, which is His body, the 
fullness of Him who fills all in all” (vss. 22-23). The supremacy of Christ as lord and king is empha-
sized also in Paul’s letter to Colossians where he says “that He Himself will come to have first 
place in everything” (1:18). 

The lordship of Christ is clearly established in Scripture and widely accepted among all those who 
claim to be followers of Christ. But, bringing the lordship of Christ into everyday practice is a chal-
lenge for even the strongest of Christians. Fundamental to meeting this challenge is adopting a 
life-style that shows that we belong to Jesus and that He is always present in every area of our 
daily lives. 

We belong to Christ (1 Cor. 3:23). All things were created by His power (Jn. 1:3). We were pur-
chased by His redeeming blood (Acts 20:28; 1 Pet. 1:18-19). Therefore, we are not our own. We 
belong to Him. We are but stewards of what God has given us. In referencing the offerings pre-
sented in sacrifice to God under the Law of Moses, God reminds them that these animals already 
belonged to the Lord (Ps. 50:10-11). He continues, saying, “the world is mine, and all it con-
tains” (vs. 12). What a change would be made in our lives if we practiced divine ownership! Abra-
ham Kuyper is credited with having said, “There is not a square inch in the whole domain of our 
human existence over which Christ, who is Sovereign over all, does not cry: ‘Mine!'” 

A second challenge which must be met in making the lordship of Christ real in everyday life is to 
practice the presence of God in every situation. Too often, we live and function as though Christ is 
present only on Sunday morning when we are gather together for worship. But God is omnipres-
ent (Ps. 139:7-12). Like Jonah the prophet, we cannot flee from the presence of the Lord (Jon. 
1:3). Nor can we, like the ancient Israelites, manipulate the presence of God (1 Sam. 4:3). Instead, 
we must earnestly seek His presence in every circumstance (Ps. 63:1). An everyday reflection of 
the lordship of Christ might be summarized as follows: “Be present where He is present” (adapted 
from Jake Mailhot). Since Christ is everywhere present, we must practice His presence in every 
walk of life. The apostle said it this way: “For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain” (Ph. 1:21). 

 

 

THE PRE-EXISTENCE OF JESUS 

(Philippians 2:5-11) 

I. Old and New Testament passages that teach this doctrine. 

 A.   _________ 5:2. 

    1.   The Lord’s eternal goings forth are __________ with His coming from Bethlehem. 

    2.   There is no reason to add this unless the One mentioned is _________ . 

 B.   _______ 12:41 + _____________ 6:1-3. 

    1.   After Isaiah saw the ____________, he was told to go tell the people. 

    2.   His message is _______________ in John 12:36-40 and are applied to Jesus. 

 C.    ______________ 1:15-17. 

    1.   The Jehovah’s Witness group uses this passage to teach that Jesus was __________. 

    2.   Jesus is the ______ of those who have died and been resurrected to never die again. 

II.   Philippians 2:5-11. 

    A.   Jesus did not hold onto ______________ with God (verse 6). 

    1.   He existed in the ___________ of God before coming to earth. 

    2.   Jesus let go of this equality in order to come to earth to be our ______________. 

 B.   Jesus emptied Himself of ______________ (verse 7). 

    1.    In heaven, the Word possessed all the ______________ of deity. 

    2.   On earth, the Word became _____________ (Hebrews 2:14-17). 

 C.   He ________________ took on another form (verse 7). 

    1.   As the Word, He could not die, being ____________ and _____________. 

    2.   The Word had to take on another form, __________ form, to be our sacrifice. 

 D.   The Word was in the ___________ of man. 

    1.   Thayer says this means “_____________”. 

    2.   Jesus looked like us but was ___________ in that He never sinned. 

 E.   The Word, as man, ____________ His mission (verse 8). 

    1.   Jesus had to be found as a man, which ___________ He was something else before. 

    2.   Jesus had to become ___________ unto death because He was not subject to it. 

 F.   The Word died but was _____________ (verses 8-11). 


