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The Thief On The Cross 
Ron Boatwright 

 
The sad thing is that there are many people today who try to 
use "the thief on the cross" as their justification for not obey-
ing the clear and plain command of Jesus to be baptized.  On 
the Day of Judgment it will not be the case of "what about the 
thief on the cross".  The thief on the cross was before the 
death of Christ and before the New Testament took ef-
fect.  Hebrews 9:17 says, "For a testament is in force after 
men are dead, since it has no power at all while the testator 
lives."  We cannot be saved like the thief because Christ’s 
New Testament is in effect for us today.  Anyone refusing to 
obey Jesus on His terms has no legitimate claim on the sal-
vation that Jesus offers.  One will certainly be held accounta-
ble for his disobedience by the eternal loss of his soul.  He 
will only have himself to blame. 
 
People need to stop spending their time in trying to figure out 
a way to get around doing what the Lord said, but rather they 
need be willing to submit to the final authority of our 
Lord.  When we stand before the Lord on the day of judgment 
to be judged by Him, there are going to be many who have 
chosen not to do what the Lord has said.  Romans 10:3 tells 
us that people are "Seeking to establish their own righteous-
ness, have not submitted to the righteousness of God."  
 
Jesus said in Mark 16:16, "He that believes and is baptized 
shall be saved."  How are people going to explain to Jesus on 
the Day of Judgment why they did not do what He says and 
for the reason He says?  The New Testament of Christ re-
quires us to be baptized for the remission of our sins (Acts 
2:38, Acts 22:16) so that we can be saved (Mark 16:16, 1 Pe-
ter 3:21).  It did not take effect until after the death of 
Christ.  The thief did not come under the New Testament as 
we do today.  It will be too late on Judgment Day to find out 
that one hasn’t obeyed the Lord and is still lost. 

 



 

 

  
BLESSED INSURANCE 

I have been surrounded by Christians my whole life.  From the time I entered into this world, my life has revolved 

around church-related activities—fellowships, worship, singings, etc.  Praising God in song has always been one of 

my fondest memories of my childhood as well as one of my favorite things to do even now.  As a little fellow, some-

times I didn’t know or understand the meaning or the import of the words of the songs that we would often sing.  I 

struggled with the words, “Are you sowing the seed of the king, dumb brother?” I wondered why we would sing 

about a cross-eyed bear (The cross I’d bear). As I grew in understanding, suddenly the words we were singing made 

more sense to me. One of those great old hymns that I misheard was the song “Blessed Assurance.”  I always 

thought we were singing the words “blessed insurance.”  Even though I may not have fully understood what we 

were singing, I am not so sure that I was really all that far off in what I was singing.     

Think about it:  we buy insurance in order to put our minds at ease.  We have life insurance, health insurance, auto-

mobile insurance, disability insurance, homeowner’s insurance, and on and on the list could go.  There is probably 

insurance for our insurance!  Why do we spend so much money insuring our lives and our possessions?  It’s because 

we want reassurance.  God has given us spiritual insurance (assurance) through the offering of Jesus Christ for our 

sins.  His promises are sure (2 Pet.3:9).  “And we desire that every one of you do show the same diligence to the full 

assurance of hope unto the end” (Heb.6:11).  “And the work of righteousness shall be peace; and the effect of right-

eousness quietness and assurance forever” (Isa.32:17).  Because of God’s faithfulness to keep his promises, we can 

draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith (Heb.10:22).     

When was the last time you did an insurance check-up?  Every once in a while it is good to take inventory of our lives 

and take note of any changes in order to make sure that we have proper coverages in our policies.  So, too, must we 

double-check to make sure that we have the right spiritual insurance (2 Cor.13:5).  How is your spiritual insurance?   

When you give your life over to God, you can rest assured that you’re in good hands.  Jesus reminds us of the value 

of placing our souls in the hands of God:  “And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall 

any man pluck them out of my hand.  My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to 

pluck them out of my Father’s hand” (John 10:28-29).    

When you choose to stand with God, you have the assurance that he is on your side.  Though all the world may for-

sake us, Jesus will stand with us (2 Tim.4:16-17).  “If God be for us, who can be against us” (Rom.8:31)? He has prom-

ised that he will never leave us nor forsake us (Heb.13:5).    

When you pledge your life of service to the Lord, you have the promise that, like a good neighbor (and even more 

than a good neighbor), God will be there.  He lives within us (2 Cor.6:16) and works within us (Phil.2:13).  We cannot 

escape the presence of God (Psa.139:7-10).    When you commit yourself to following Jesus, you will receive your 

peace from the Rock.  He is the Rock of Ages (1 Cor.10:4).  He is the cornerstone of our faith (Eph.2:20).  He is the 

Prince of peace (Isa.9:6). Through Jesus, we have a peace that passes understanding (Phil.4:7). “You keep him in per-

fect peace whose mind is stayed on you, because he trusts in you” (Isa.26:3).   

Can you honestly say that you have these assurances?  If not, perhaps your spiritual insurance is lacking in proper 

coverage, or maybe you have allowed your policy to lapse.  Why not make certain your soul’s salvation today?  You 

can have this “blessed insurance” through Jesus Christ!                    Patrick Morrison 

 

 

 

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST IS NOT A DENOMINATION 

(John 17:20-21) 

I.   How denominationalism ______________. 

   A.   We soon read of ____________ in the church that Jesus built. 

   B.   In the 1500’s, there were those that had enough of the ___________ of  the Catholic church. 

   C.   This drastically changed the ___________ landscape of Europe. 

   D.   Some of those groups sought a __________ place to worship, so they came to America. 

II.   Denominationalism ______________. 

   A.   A denomination is a group larger than the __________ church, but smaller than the ___________ 
church. 

   B.   Every denomination is supposed to be a __________ of the ___________. 

 1.   Usually no denomination claims to be the _________ body of the saved. 

    2.   This is the idea that one church is as ____________ as another. 

III.   Denominationalism ______________. 

   A.   Some use John 15 to say that the __________ and __________ describe denominationalism. 

    1.   Jesus was speaking to His _____________ (John 15:3). 

 2.   Jesus then says the word “_________” when speaking about the branches. 

   B.   Some say that each denomination is just a different _________ to heaven (John 14:6). 

   C.   Some say that all denominations teach _________ truth; but it takes all to be saved. 

   D.   Some say that there are good __________ in all denominations; but human goodness doesn’t save. 

   E.   Some say one is as good as another; but none are as good as the one purchased by Jesus. 

IV.   Denominationalism ______________. 

   A.   It is denounced by God’s __________ (John 17:20-21). 

   B.   It is denounced by its _____________. 

 1.   It causes _____________. 

 2.   It causes _____________. 

 3.   It causes people to be ___________. 

 


