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APPRECIATING THE BLESSINGS IN A KEY TEXT
NEAL POLLARD
Joshua 21:43-45 is the key text in that book because at this point that Joshua can say that
God gave everything that had been promised. With the settling of the land, the land promise made to Abraham was now fulfilled. Israel was not fully a nation after becoming a people and having law, but now they are. Notice the facets of God’s promise to them.
“So the Lord gave Israel all the land which He had sworn to give to their Fa-
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thers” (43). God gave them physical blessings. They owned and called home the land
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No wonder this summary statement is made: “Not one of the good promises which the

Preacher:
Ben Wright
522-8004

God promised their ancestors.
“The Lord gave them rest on every side” (44). He gave them emotional blessings. This
was a long time in coming for these battle-weary warriors. The anxiety of being the underdog, of facing frightening foes, all of that (at least for now) was behind them.
“No one of all their enemies stood before them; the Lord gave all their enemies into
their hand” (44). He gave them spiritual blessings. These idolaters and heathen people
could not stand before them and the Lord dispossessed them, giving them into the hands
of His chosen people.
Lord had made to the house of Israel failed; all came to pass” (45). This was the God of
Joshua. It’s also the God of us.
This text shows us how comprehensively God blessed the lives of His children. These
verses speak of a material inheritance. Even if it is the choicest spot on the globe, it cannot compare to what God will give to His faithful. Let’s rejoice in the hope Peter shares,
regarding the promise of His coming (2 Pet. 3:4). He writes, “But the day of the Lord will
come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be
destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up. Since all these
things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct

and godliness, looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which
the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat!
But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which
righteousness dwells” (2 Pet. 3:10-14).

ARE YOU STARVING?
We are a blessed people to live in this land of plenty. The overwhelming majority in our nation enjoy three
solid meals every day, and likely as many snacks as you could ever want. Most of us can probably eat out
at almost any time we wish. Examine your refrigerator, your pantry, your freezer, and your cabinets. Is
there enough food there to last you a good, long while? Do you ever throw out uneaten food because it
has spoiled before eating or you have had it so long that you are afraid to eat it? I doubt that most of us
have ever known what it is to be hungry. Oh, I know we have all felt the discomfort of hunger pangs from
not having eaten for a few hours. Maybe you have even said something like, “I’m starving to death,” or,
“I’m so hungry I could eat a horse,” or, “I’m famished.” These hyperboles are even more exaggerated
when you consider that many of us have likely never even gone a day without food (with perhaps the exceptions of medical causes or choice). How do you describe something that you have never really experienced?
Jesus introduced us to the nature of the kingdom and those who would be part of it in the great Sermon
on the Mount. As he laid down the requirements for entrance, he stated, “Blessed are those who hunger
and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be filled” (Matt.5:6). The word translated “hunger” carries with
it the idea of laboring for daily sustenance. Here is one who is in abject poverty, absolutely destitute of
even basic necessities. Can you imagine the hunger that one in such a condition as this would know?
Some of those listening to the words of the Savior may very well have known true hunger and thirst. After
all, it was the poorer (“common”) people who were more receptive of the message. They were searching
for something that they could hope for, and Jesus brought them hope through the gospel. They were
searching for joy in a life filled with trials and tribulations, and they found it in the Messiah. Those who
were hungry, truly hungry, to do what was right would find fullness. This being “filled” carries with the
idea of being gorged, stuffed.

Try to envision the level of hunger and thirst that Jesus is trying to impress upon us. One who doesn’t
know where his next meal will come from will likely devour whatever food may be available at the time.
Even a meager meal may seem like a banquet. He will eat until he can eat no more. Imagine being so
parched from lack of drink that you are at the point of death. I’m not talking about your mouth just
getting a bit dry. I’m not speaking of daydreaming about that next break when you can grab an ice-cold
glass of sweet tea. Here is a man that is so thirsty that he is delirious. He wishes death would end his
suffering if he does not find a refreshing drink soon. One so thirsty would drink himself sick if he were to
stumble upon an oasis.
Are we truly starving for the righteousness of God? Are we so desperate for hope and joy that we are willing to turn to the only one who can fill us? To the spiritually famished and parched soul, there is only one
thing that can satisfy. This is the beauty of the gospel. Only God and his word can lead us from despair to
the fullness of hope and joy.
——Patrick Morrison

IDENTIFYING THE LORD’S CHURCH
I. Christ is her _____________.
A. Paul tells us that Jesus is the head of the ______________ (Eph. 1:22-23; Col. 1:18).
B. There is no need for an ____________ head.
II. Her members wear the ____________ of Christ.

A. Those who are a part of the Lord’s church wear the name _____________.
B. A Christian wants to show the world that he or she ____________ to Christ.III. God’s word
is her only ____________.
A. ____________ 119:105.
B. ____________ 1:16.
C. We are not to ___________ to nor ___________ from God’s word.

IV. The Lord’s church is ____________ according to the New Testament.
A. 1 Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:5-9 gives us the description of _____________.
B. Under the elders, there are ___________ (1 Timothy 3:8-13).
V. The Lord’s church ______________ according to the teaching of the New Testament.
A. They __________ hymns of praise to God (Col. 3:16; Eph. 5:19).
B. They ____________ to God (1 Th. 5:17).

C. They engaged in ____________ God’s word (2 Tim. 4:2; Acts 20:7).
D. They engaged in observing the ________ ________ every first day of the week (Acts 20:7).
E. Those in the New Testament engaged in __________ to God in worship (1 Co. 16:2).
VI. The Lord’s church teaches the New Testament __________ of _______________.
A. ___________ 8:24.
B. ___________ 17:30.

C. ___________ 10:32-33.
D. ___________ 2:38; ____________ 16:16.
E. ___________ 2:10.

