





BEGINNIG IN JULY THE 3RD SUNDAY EVENNIG SERVICE WILL BE AT 1 PM IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING A FELLOWSHIP MEAL TOGETHER
VBS @ CARBON HILL JULY 9-12
GOSPEL MEETING @ WHITE’S CHAPEL JULY 9-12 (NEIL WILL BE PREACHING)
VBS @ FAYETTE JULY 10-12
VBS @ CURRY JULY 23-27

JULY:
1: Danny Busby
5: Karen Griggs
15: Danny Rushing
24: Allie Roden

July 9, 2017
AM: LEVI SIDES
PM: LEVI SIDES

25: Ann Myers

27: Adyson Preston

JUNE:
14: Robert & Deloris Brown
20: Bruce & Sheila Windham &
Kevin & Brandi Richardson

Fred & Romaine Elliott, Bruce Windham

April Lazenby, Sue Hinds, Joshua Jackson,
Elmer Williams, Debra Webb, Patsy Tucker,
Debbie Odom, Robert Turner, Ricky McDonald, David Brown, Kim Elliott, J.D. Dailey, Donna Laratta, Kathy Windham, John Pruitt, Madison Banks, Martha Ann, Margie Thomasson,
Micah Earnest, Vonciel Phillips, Wanda Self,
Jamie Sanford, Bruce Windham, Raymond
Johnson, Joyce Jacobs, Gene McDonald, Mike
Miles, Jon Sanford, Marvin White, Jimmy Harrison, Diane Chambers, Angie Jones, Victor
Crosby, Brianna Cordell, Michael Griggs, Bud
Howell, Margaret Henson, Judith Homer, Mason Chambers, Danielle Dodd, Mark Barker,
Mike Myers, Amy Suddeth, Renea Lawson,
Chuck Peltz, John Aldridge

westwalkerchurchofchrist.org
Times of service:
Sunday:
Bible Class:
9:30 AM
Worship:
10:20 AM & 5 PM
Wednesday Bible Study:
7 PM

Elders:
Eugene McDonald
924-4827
Carl Myers
221-0637
Neil Myers
924-9289
Bruce Windham
221-2348
Deacons:
Danny Busby
387-0213
David Preston
300-1927
Kevin Richardson
295-8864
Chris Robbins
388-1354
Vince Roden
471-3747
Preacher:
Ben Wright
522-8004

FEAR
Have you ever been terrified? I have: I’ve been hit head-on at highway
speed, been attacked by feral dogs on the Navajo reservations, and
once had to eat kale.
Fear is a normal part of our life, and is sometimes an annoying reminder that we are vulnerable. Fear can save your life, or cause
you to push yourself to overcome. Fear can also help you get to heaven.
The Bible talks about the fear of the Lord all throughout. The concept
of fearing God is mentioned over 578 times in scripture! How do we
fear the Lord? A very long time ago, a man named Jonathan Edwards
preached a sermon called “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God.”
The premise of his sermon is that we are all walking a frayed tightrope over the fires of Hell with God just waiting for us to trip up and be
eternally lost. His sermon is extremely well-known (even today), but is
not an accurate portrayal of God’s disposition toward us (I John 1.7).
Our fear of God – literal fear – comes from knowing that He is our
judge and creator. It stems from a sense of awe at who He is and
what He can do.
We’re all told to fear the Lord, but how do we do that in 2017? When
you’re about to do something that the back of your mind tells you is
probably not a good idea, think about the power of God. Think about
standing in judgment before Him and how He would view your decisions. Think about the fact that your very existence is due to Him –
do you think He’s not aware?
God is love by nature (I John 4.7, 8), but God is also our righteous
Judge (Romans 2.2). Let’s keep that in mind this week while we’re
making our decisions.

Gary Pollard III

LORD OF THE WAY WE DRESS—Glen Elliott

Sin is addicting! But so is righteousness!

We live in a society driven by outward appearance. Even at an early age, we begin feeling pressure to
conform to the fashions of the world. But the world’s standards do not accurately reflect the standards of God. It is then that we are called upon to exercise discernment in making decisions that are
pleasing to God. We must never give in to the pressure of the world so as to behave in a way that is
ungodly (Ex. 23:2).

David Sproule

The Lordship of Christ is the basic premise from which every question related to Christian living must
be answered. Because He is Lord, His will must be at the heart of all that we say and do. This includes
the way we dress. Paul says, “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but
Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved
me and gave Himself up for me” (Gal. 2:20). For the apostle Paul, living was about Jesus (Ph. 1:21).
Who would argue that Jesus, who died for our sins, has no right to tell us how we ought to dress?
Following are three important passages related to this subject:
First, in 1 Timothy 2:9-10, Paul writes, “Likewise, I want women to adorn themselves with proper
clothing, modestly and discreetly, not with braided hair and gold or pearls or costly garments, but
rather by means of good works, as is proper for women making a claim to godliness.” Paul describes
proper clothing as that which is modest and discreet. Clothing that calls undue attention to itself in a
proud or sensual manner is forbidden. True spiritual adornment for a woman making a claim to godliness is seen in her good works.
In the second place, in 1 Peter 3:3-4, Peter writes, “Your adornment must not be merely external—
braiding the hair, and wearing gold jewelry, or putting on dresses; but let it be the hidden person of
the heart, with the imperishable quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is precious in the sight of
God.” Outward adornment of the body is not to be emphasized to the exclusion of what happens on
the inside wherein is found precious beauty in the sight of God.
Finally, in Matthew 5:28, Jesus says, “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery’; but I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust for her has already committed
adultery with her in his heart.” A Christian will give thought to dressing in a manner so as not to encourage lust in the heart of the opposite sex. Because men are more easily aroused by sight, a Christian woman will dress in a manner so as not to place “a stumbling block in a brother’s way” (Rom.
14:13).
In summary, immodesty is the result of emphasizing the outward person without properly considering the inner person of the heart. This can occur when our primary emphasis is on such externals as
hair, jewelry, or costly garments; but, it can also occur when our primary emphasis is on getting the
attention of the opposite sex. Instead, the emphasis ought to be centered on Jesus and how we can
please Him

The devil longs to control you! But, the good news is that he cannot! He cannot control a single
thing that you do! However (and this is a big however), he knows how controlling sin can be and
he tries his best (by means of his deceitful trickery) to lure you into the trappings of sinful pleasures, knowing that once you’re in there it is hard to get out.
Sin is dangerously addictive! When one engages in ongoing sin, Jesus said that person “is a slave
of sin” (John 8:34), “for by what a man is overcome, by this he is enslaved” (2 Pet. 2:19). While
Satan cannot control you himself, sin can and does, to the point that it can reign...“reign in your
mortal body” (Rom. 6:12). And, you know, that when our lives are “mastered” by sin (cf. 1 Cor.
6:12), there are dire consequences that follow. “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for
whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap
corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life” (Gal. 6:7-8; cf.
5:19-21). To argue away from or against any of this is to “be deceived.” So, what can a person do
who is enslaved to sin...addicted to a fleshly vice?
Remember that you’re not on your own! Christian, remember that God “is for you” and “not
against you” (Rom. 8:31). Christian, remember that God “set the members...in the body” and
“composed the body” (1 Cor. 12:18-24), so that “the members should have the same care for one
another” (12:25-26). You have God and your church family on your side!
Remember that you’re not your own! Christian, it may be hard to see sometimes, but remember that you belong to God...your body belongs to God. Christian, remember that you were
bought at a very steep price—what better motivation is there than the blood of Jesus (1 Cor. 6:19
-20). Christian, remember that you are different and you are to be different/holy (1 Pet. 1:13; 2
Cor. 7:1). Therefore, glorify God in what belongs to Him!
Remember that you can’t make it on your own! What if sin is reigning in your mortal
body? What if you are enslaved to it? Christian, remember that you’ll never successfully overcome on your own! Christian, remember you cannot do all things on your own, but you “can do
all things through Christ who strengthens” (Phil. 4:13). Christian, remember that you are to be
and you can be an “instrument of righteousness” in the hand of God (Rom. 6:13). How much
righteousness can you accomplish on your own? None (Rom. 3:10)! But, Christian, remember
that because of and through Jesus you can be forgiven and become “the righteousness of God” (2
Cor. 5:21). What a thought!
Remember that Jesus is more powerful than any sin!

