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I Believe God…
After Paul was seized by the mob in Jerusalem, he was taken into
Roman custody. And because a Jewish plot to take his life was discovered, the Romans transferred him to Caesarea. While there,
Paul had the opportunity to defend himself before governors Felix
and Festus. And it was before Festus that Paul made his famous
appeal to be taken before Caesar saying: “I stand at Caesar’s judgment seat, where I ought to be judged. To the Jews I have done no
wrong, as you very well know. For if I am an offender, or have committed anything deserving of death, I do not object to dying; but if
there is nothing in these things of which these men accuse me, no
one can deliver me to them. I appeal to Caesar” (Acts 25:10-11).
After assuring Paul that his request would be granted, Festus made
provisions for him to be taken by ship to Rome. But that voyage,
like most of Paul’s other experiences, was not to be without incident. In the midst of the long journey, a storm, so severe that
“sailors were seeking to escape from the ship” (Acts 27:30), encompassed the vessel. Nevertheless, an angel assured Paul that he
and all those present on the voyage would survive the impending
wreck. Thus, Paul spoke: “Therefore take heart, men, for I believe
God that it will be just as it was told me” (Acts 27:25).
Paul’s words reflect the confidence that all Christians should have
in God’s Word. He knew that if God had promised his safety, he
would be safe indeed. No wonder Paul later wrote: “…I know
whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is able to keep
what I have committed to Him until that Day” (2 Timothy 1:12).
—Chad Ramsey
Author of Reasons to Believe and In God’s Image
Minister, Gloster Street Church of Christ in Tupelo, Miss.

The Enemy Within
Joe R. Price
Some of the devil’s most effective servants are found in the church itself. The elders of the Ephesian
church were warned by the apostle of men who would rise up from among themselves and speak perverse things, corrupting themselves and drawing away disciples after them (Acts 20:30). Paul warned of
enemies within the church.
It is not easy to see oneself as a problem in the church. Yet, we cannot ignore this could be the case. We
cannot refuse to consider that we ourselves are potential enemies of the cross of Christ (Phil. 3:18). Jude
warned of hidden reefs in our love feasts, of brethren who appear faithful while only serving themselves
(Jude 12, 4). Does this describe us?

THE CHURCH IS ESSENTIAL TO SALVATION
(Acts 2:47)
I. Where does God save?
A. There is no ___________ that the Lord saves us (Matthew 1:21).
B. God has always placed certain _____________on salvation.

C. Today, God saves man in Christ (2 Timothy 2:10).
The prospect of spiritual enemies in the local church demands our vigilant faith to discern the dangers
posed, to help warn and restore those endangering themselves and others, and in order to avoid becoming an enemy ourselves.
The unconverted Christian is an enemy within. This is the Christian who is content with mediocrity, with
their own spiritual immaturity and a ‘live and let live’ attitude that is offended when sin and error is identified and rebuked. This Christian is not concerned about refusing fellowship with error, concluding that “all
sin,” and “everyone thinks something that is wrong.” Absolute truth is not this Christian’s touchstone (Jno.
17:17; 18:38). Convenience, comfort and personal preference are given priority over faithful conviction
grounded in God’s word (Col. 2:6-7). The unconverted Christian spreads discouragement and doubt
among the church. This enemy has left his first love. The remedy is to “remember therefore from where
you have fallen; repent and do the first works” (Rev. 2:5). Transforming our heart protects us from being
this enemy within (Rom. 12:2).
The worldly-minded Christian is an enemy within. Thinking like the world leads to living like the world
(Matt. 12:34-35). Christians are worldly-minded when they are “mindful of the things of men” instead of
the things of God (Matt. 16:23). Those who “set their minds on worldly things” are “enemies of the cross
of Christ” (Phil. 3:18-19). We must take a good, long look at where our mind spends its time. Is our mind
sent on ruminating over worldly motives, goals and activities? Or, is our mind set “on things above, not on
things on the earth” (Col 3:2)? Worldly-thinking Christians set stumbling blocks before their brethren, encouraging them to put doing Christ’s will behind and after doing what pleases themselves. The remedy is
to “cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God (2 Cor.
7:1). Reestablish godly priorities in your life, living for God first and always (Matt. 6:33).

1. All _____________ blessings are found in Christ (Ephesians 1:3).
2. One obtains spiritual ____________ in Christ (1 John 5:11-12).
II. What does it mean to be in Christ?
A. Notice the ____________ of thought:
1. Man is reconciled in __________ body (Ephesians 2:16).
2. The body is the ____________ (Colossians 1:18).
3. There is only one body, or __________ (Ephesians 4:4).
4. Therefore, man is reconciled to God ___________ in the church, which is the one
body.
B. Jesus is the _____________ of the church (Ephesians 5:23).
C. Acts 2:47— the Lord _____________ and __________ those people all in the same process.

D. You can’t be ____________ Christ and __________ of the church.
E. The church is not a ________________; it is not someplace we __________.
F. The church is the body of the ______________.
III. How does man get there?
A. This is the _________________ question to answer.

The self-righteous Christian is an enemy within. These hold a form of godliness, but deny its power by
trusting in themselves instead of God (2 Tim. 3:5; Lk. 18:9). This enemy infects the body of Christ with conceit, while hindering compassionate empathy that helps each other overcome trials and sin to do God’s
will (Rom. 12:15-16; Gal. 6:1-3). The remedy is a contrite heart and faith that is counted for righteousness
(Jas. 4:6-10; Rom. 4:5). The humble heart, not the self-righteous one, shows and receives mercy (Matt.
5:7).

B. ______________ is in Christ.

C. How does one get _____________ Christ?
1. Galatians 3:26-27.
2. _______________ is the only process by which one is placed into Christ.

