
 

 

 OUR GOSPEL MEETING IS AUG 6-9 WITH MARK LINDLEY SPEAKING 

 THERE IS A  SIGN-UP SHEET IN THE FOYER FOR OUR WEEK NIGHT MEALS DURING 
THE MEETING. WE WILL EAT AT 5:30 EACH NIGHT AND EVERYONE IS WELCOME 

 REMEMBER THERE WILL BE A FELLOWSHIP MEAL FOLLOWING THE MORING SER-
VICE THIS COMING SUNDAY 

 

AUG: 

1- Jill Roden 

3- Kim Haynes 

7- Shanna Robbins 

8- Chuck Windham 

12- Madison Chambers 

18- Glenn Lockhart 

22– Charity Chambers 

24– Linda Davidson 

28– Braden Wright 

 

AUG: 
10: Rick & Cindy Pope 
15: Danny & Brenda Rushing 
17: Frank & Wilma Brown 
27: Jack & Barbara Wright 

April Lazenby, Sue Hinds, Joshua Jackson, 

Elmer Williams, Debra Webb, Patsy Tucker, 

Debbie Odom, Robert Turner,  Ricky McDon-

ald, David Brown, Kim Elliott, J.D. Dailey, Don-

na Laratta, Kathy Windham, John Pruitt, Madi-

son Banks, Martha Ann, Margie Thomasson, 

Micah Earnest, Vonciel Phillips, Wanda Self, 

Jamie Sanford, Bruce Windham, Raymond 

Johnson, Joyce Jacobs, Gene McDonald, Mike 

Miles, Jon Sanford, Marvin White, Jimmy Har-

rison, Diane Chambers, Angie Jones, Victor 

Crosby, Brianna Cordell, Michael Griggs, Bud 

Howell, Margaret Henson, Judith Homer, Ma-

son Chambers, Danielle Dodd, Mark Barker, 

Mike Myers, Amy Suddeth, Renea Lawson, 

Chuck Peltz, John Aldridge 

 

 

 

 

July 30, 2017 

AM: PHILIP TOMLIN 

PM: JASON MOORE 

 

Fred & Romaine Elliott, Gene McDon-

ald, Bobbie Dailey (Ridgeview, Rm 

148), Travis Richardson, Charlie 

Richardson, Betty Henderson 

 

 

 

 

 

westwalkerchurchofchrist.org 

Times of service: 

Sunday: 
Bible Class:  
9:30 AM 
Worship:  
10:20 AM & 5 PM 
Wednesday Bible Study: 
7 PM 

 
Elders: 
Eugene McDonald 
924-4827 
Carl Myers 
221-0637 
Neil Myers 
924-9289 
Bruce Windham 
221-2348 
 
Deacons: 
Danny Busby 
387-0213 
David Preston 
300-1927 
Kevin Richardson 
295-8864 
Chris Robbins 
388-1354 
Vince Roden 
471-3747 
 
Preacher: 
Ben Wright 
522-8004 
 

Worship or Entertainment? 
Bob Pritchard 

 
Neil Postman described serious problems in modern culture in his in-
sightful 1985 book, Amusing Ourselves to Death. His thesis was that 
public discourse has been reshaped to such an extent by television 
and entertainment that thoughtful discourse is missing. “Show busi-
ness” hype has affected advertising, politics, and religion. Postman's 
conclusion is that none of these changes have made for improvement.  
 
In our entertainment-oriented culture, many churches find themselves 
trying to “outdo” themselves with more and more elaborate additions 
to worship. What began as special music by a choir becomes a full 
orchestra with professional soloists. A dramatic reading necessitates a 
full Broadway stage production. And as long as those who come to 
worship enjoy what is offered, anything goes. The expectation is that 
sermons will be shorter, wittier, and more uplifting. Anything in worship 
that cannot be “jazzed up” must be abandoned as boring--‐and there 
is nothing worse than being boring, we are led to believe.  
 
The problem with this entertainment orientation is that the very object 
of worship is forgotten. God is the “audience” in worship. Jesus told 
the Samaritan woman that ignorant worship was unacceptable to God, 
even though it may have been sincere or enjoyable. “God is a Spirit: 
and they that worship Him must worship Him that spirit and in 
truth” (John 4:24). To worship God in spirit and truth means that wor-
ship must be from the heart, not just outward acts, and that it must be 
done in exact obedience to God's commands. The worship must be 
directed to Him, not to the whims of the worshipers.  
 
God's regulations for worship as set out in the New Testament are 
neither boring nor out-of‐date. They are God‐centered, while entertain-
ment is man-centered!  
 
Culture relevance is important-thus many churches are implementing 
modern technology such as projection systems to enhance sermons. 
And there is nothing wrong with the worshiper enjoying worship. God 
intended worship to bless His children. But when worship is merely 
window dressing for an entertainment performance, it cannot please 
God. The apostle warned, “Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not 
in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God” (2 John 9). Paul condemned 
things that “have indeed a show of wisdom in will worship” (Col. 2:23). 
“Will worship” is that which is fashioned after man's desires.  



 

 

  
 

ROCKY SOIL AND FALLING FROM GRACE 
Mark Lindley 

       
 
     The New Testament abounds with warnings about falling from grace. Although many 
believe that it is impossible for a child of God to fall from grace, the Scriptures teach oth-
erwise.  
     On the occasion of Luke chapter 8, Jesus gave the “Parable of the Sower.” In this  
powerful parable, the Lord told of a sower who went forth sowing seed. Later, Jesus ex-
plained that the “seed” is God’s Word (Luke 8:11). The sower, therefore, represents one 
who goes forth teaching the Word. The different types of soil—wayside, thorny, rocky, 
and good ground—represent different reactions of people to the teaching of God’s Word.  
     Some of the seed fell on rocky soil. Jesus stated: “And some fell upon a rock; and as 
soon as it was sprung up, it withered away, because it lacked moisture” (Luke 8:6).  
     Notice that the plant of which Jesus spoke “sprung up,” but later “withered away.” The 
seed produced a real, living plant that “sprung up.” The problem is that the plant “withered 
away.” These words show that the one under consideration received the Word, was 
saved, but later fell away. Only living plants can wither away. Dead plants have no life. A 
living plant that withers away is the Lord’s description of one who was saved, but who lat-
er fell away.  
     After Jesus gave the parable, He later explained it. Consider His explanation of the 
seed that fell upon the rocky soil: “They on the rock are they, which, when they hear, re-
ceive the word with joy; and these have no root, which for a while believe, and in time of 
temptation fall away” (Luke 8:13). Notice carefully that the rocky soil represents those 
who receive the Word; believe for a while; but, fall away.  
     Some might argue that the rocky soil represents those who only “appear” to believe. 
However, Jesus did not say that the rocky--‐soil hearers “appeared” to believe. Rather, 
Jesus said that such hearers “believe” for a while and then “fall away.” The hearers do 
not “pretend” to believe. They actually believe, but later fall away. Yes, a child of God can 
fall away! Yet, despite the clear teachings of Jesus, some still maintain, “Once saved, al-
ways saved.” Preachers sometimes judge deceased persons as saved, when the de-
ceased may have lived in open rebellion to God for decades prior to death. And what evi-
dence do such preachers have to support their judgements? The evidence is often that 
someone said the deceased prayed “The Sinner’s Prayer” forty years before death. 
Armed with such “evidence,” some preachers offer reassurance to families of the de-
ceased. However, the words of a preacher do not change the life one has lived, nor do 
they change the teachings of Jesus. This is very sad, but true.  
     God forbid that I become a rocky--‐soil hearer and turn away from God, but if I were to 
make that choice I would not want a preacher to attempt to preach me into heaven. Heav-
en is promised to the faithful, not to those who fall away. Obey the Lord and be faithful to 
Him!  

 

 

 THE CIRCUMSTANTIAL CENTURION 

JACOB HAWK 

One of the most powerful scenes of the New Testament is perceived from the eyes of a Roman 
centurion. He wasn’t one of the twelve apostles. He certainly wasn’t part of the “inner circle” with 
Peter, James, and John. Most likely, he hadn’t seen the miracles or heard the sermons. He was 
only doing his job—overseeing the execution of Jesus. 

Yet after Calvary’s earthquake had already shook the ground like marbles. After the temple cur-
tain had torn in two like scratch paper. After dead bodies rose from the tombs and walked the 
streets of Jerusalem, the Roman centurion was terrified and made this remark, “Surely he was the 
Son of God!” (Matthew 27:54) 

To his credit, this was a monumental confession. A confession many had not yet made. A confes-
sion even the apostles would struggle to make until the Day of Pentecost in Acts 2. But there was 
a problem with his confession. The Roman centurion didn’t say, “Surely, he IS the Son of God!” 
No, his statement was “Surely, he WAS the Son of God!” It was past tense. After it had happened. 
After it had been proven by the storms and sights around him. 

Why was the centurion a “was” man instead of an “is” man? Circumstances. It had everything to 
do with details, not deity. He believed based on facts rather than faith.  For it was after the evi-
dence was presented that his confirmation was delivered, not before. He was a “circumstantial 
centurion.” A confessing centurion, of course, but still circumstantial. 

Luckily for him, his tardy testimony wasn’t too late for forgiveness. After the death of Jesus and 
the beginning of the church, a plan of salvation would be laid out before him and the rest of the 
world. We hope and pray he took it. But for many today, they may not be so lucky. For the centu-
rion, once Jesus died, he still had a chance. But for us, if we die before we obey, we won’t have 
time to right the wrong. We’re all living on borrowed time and we all have a date with death. 
Obedience doesn’t wait for those who miss the boat. 

Don’t allow circumstances of life to keep you from making the confession which leads to life. If we 
must see and experience the evidence before we believe, is it really belief at all? Is it really faith? 
The writer of Hebrews doesn’t seem to think so. He writes, “Now faith is being sure of what we 
hope for and certain of what we do not see.” (Hebrews 11:1) Read that carefully. Not certain of 
what we DO see. Certain of what we DON’T see. 

Circumstantial faith keeps us from the Father. So don’t be a “was” man. Be an “is” man. Someone 
who says right now—while they have the chance—“Surely, he IS the Son of God.” 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2027.54
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%2011.1

