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BIBLE BOWL @ 6TH AVE AUG 27 @ 2 PM

AUG:
1- Jill Roden
3- Kim Haynes
7- Shanna Robbins
8- Chuck Windham
12- Madison Chambers
18- Glenn Lockhart
22– Charity Chambers
24– Linda Davidson
28– Braden Wright

AUG:
10: Rick & Cindy Pope
15: Danny & Brenda Rushing
17: Frank & Wilma Brown
27: Jack & Barbara Wright

Fred & Romaine Elliott, Averie Richardson, Robin Busby, Lynn Honeycutt

Aug 27, 2017
AM: REASONS FOR RELEVANCE
PM: A MODEL FOR US ALL

April Lazenby, Sue Hinds, Joshua Jackson,
Elmer Williams, Debra Webb, Patsy Tucker,
Debbie Odom, Robert Turner, Ricky McDonald, David Brown, Kim Elliott, J.D. Dailey, Donna Laratta, Kathy Windham, John Pruitt, Madison Banks, Martha Ann, Margie Thomasson,
Micah Earnest, Vonciel Phillips, Wanda Self,
Jamie Sanford, Bruce Windham, Raymond
Johnson, Joyce Jacobs, Gene McDonald, Mike
Miles, Jon Sanford, Marvin White, Jimmy Harrison, Diane Chambers, Angie Jones, Victor
Crosby, Brianna Cordell, Michael Griggs, Bud
Howell, Margaret Henson, Judith Homer, Mason Chambers, Danielle Dodd, Mark Barker,
Mike Myers, Weston Suddeth, Renea Lawson,
Chuck Peltz, John Aldridge, Tommy Pope

Times of service:
Sunday:
Bible Class:
9:30 AM
Worship:
10:20 AM & 5 PM
Wednesday Bible Study:
7 PM

Elders:
Eugene McDonald
924-4827
Carl Myers
221-0637
Neil Myers
924-9289
Bruce Windham
221-2348
Deacons:
Danny Busby
387-0213
David Preston
300-1927
Kevin Richardson
295-8864
Chris Robbins
388-1354
Vince Roden
471-3747
Preacher:
Ben Wright
522-8004

ANOTHER HEROIC SACRIFICE
NEAL POLLARD
Heather Christensen, a 33 year old music teacher from Spanish Fork, Utah,
contributed the ultimate sacrifice on behalf of dozens of band students on
October 10, 2009. The bus driver, bringing back the band competition winners from Idaho State University, slumped over in his seat and Christensen
left her seat and grabbed the steering wheel in an attempt to keep the bus
from crashing. While there were still several injuries, there was only one
fatality. The 44 students on board were treated but released from the hospital. The 50 year old driver also survived. Only Christensen, partially ejected
in the bus' rollover, died.
It melted the hearts of an entire community that Heather was willing to lose
her life in an attempt to save and rescue everyone on the bus. A gymnasium
full of people at American Fork High School honored her at a Sunday night
vigil. She was hailed as a true heroine.
The future of 45 people was dramatically changed by Heather's decision to
act. The obvious reaction of these students' friends and family was to honor
her sacrifice. It would be shameful to ignore it!
Jesus Christ deliberately decided, from eternity, to die on a cross in an
attempt to save all mankind. His was a completely selfless act, requiring Him
to take the place not of one but of all. Tragically, the majority of humanity
for whom He offered Himself ignore His sacrifice. It does not move or touch
them, and it certainly does not motivate them to do what they should do.
Yet, for those of us who have obeyed the gospel and are Christians, we
come together--not once--but once every week to commemorate His sacrifice. Each day we live, we live mindful of what He did in our place and for
our sins. May our hearts stay soft to this supreme act of heroism!

Recently, sixteen scientists co-published an article titled, “Continuity and Admixture in the Last
Five Millennia of Levantine History from Ancient Canaanite and Present-Day Lebanese Genome
Sequences” (The American Journal of Human Genetics, online edition, July 27, 2017). The researchers sequenced the DNA of five skeletons from Sidon, in Lebanon, that are believed to be
about 3,700 years old. They then compared that small sampling to the DNA of 99 individuals currently living in Lebanon. From the results, the researchers inferred that the average Lebanese
living today shares about 93% of their DNA with the five ancient Sidonians. Their conclusion is
that the people living in Lebanon today are direct descendants of the people who lived there
3,700 years ago: “We show that present-day Lebanese derive most of their ancestry from a Canaanite-related population, which therefore implies substantial genetic continuity in the Levant
since at least the Bronze Age.”
While that’s interesting, what is even more fascinating is what the popular press did with this
research. Consider the headline for the article by Ian Johnston, Science Correspondent for the
British newspaper Independent (27 July 2017): “Bible says Canaanites were wiped out by Israelites but scientists just found their descendants living in Lebanon.” In a Washington Post article
by Ben Guarino (“Ancient DNA solves mystery of the Canaanites, reveals the biblical people’s
fate,” July 27, 2017), the journalist wrote, “a study of Canaanite DNA . . . rules out the biblical
idea that an ancient war wiped out the group.” Cosmos, a quarterly popular level science magazine which boasts it holds “47 awards for high-quality journalism and design,” ran a July 28, 2017
piece by Andrew Masterson titled, “DNA vs the Bible: Israelites did not wipe out the Canaanites.” These and similar articles that reported on the original essay all share a common theme—
use the research to trash the reliability of the Bible.
There is only one problem. These “award-wining” news outlets failed to do what should be
standard in any reporting—check and validate your sources. Anyone who has read the biblical
books of Joshua and Judges even once, just skimming, knows the Bible never says the Israelites
wiped out the Canaanites, not even close (Josh. 9; 13:13; 16:10; 17:13; Jdg. 1:21-35; 2:20-23; cf. 2
Sam. 24:2-7; Ezra 9:1-2). In the research paper, the DNA of five ancient skeletons excavated near
Sidon were sequenced and inferred to be quite similar to DNA of living Lebanese. In point of fact,
the Bible explicitly states that the region of Sidon was not conquered (Josh. 13:1-6; Jdg. 1:31; 3:16; cf. 1 Ki. 16:30-31; Matt. 15:21-22). The reason the Bible gives for Israel’s failure to eliminate
the Canaanite threat was that the Israelites broke faith with God, mingling with the Canaanites
and adopting their idols. Therefore, God ceased helping the Israelites, keeping the Canaanite
population around on purpose (Jdg. 2:11-3:7). How, then, could any informed journalist seriously
claim that the data “rules out the biblical idea that an ancient war wiped out the group”? If anything, the original essay affirmed the biblical account of the incomplete conquest of Canaan by
Israel. What this type of reporting does do is clearly demonstrate the strident anti-Bible bias and
lack of objectivity that has multiplied in media sources over the years. Sadly, the average person’s ignorance of the actual content of the Bible has also multiplied so that the typical news
reader of today is no longer equipped to spot such demonstrably false nonsense. Stephen Lord

REASONS FOR RELEVANCE
(Hebrews 4:12-13)
I. The ___________________ of it is a reason to believe.
A. The God we serve is ____________ in nature.
B. God is ______________ in all ages.

1. He is the _______________ of life (Hebrews 1:3).
2. Man has, does, and always will ___________ God.
C. His _____________ is always needed.
D. God is quite _____________ of producing a document that will always be relevant.
II. The ________________ of its giving is reason to believe.
A. This book is from God and it ________________ God to man.
1. There is the ____________ revelation of God in the universe itself.
2. We need ____________ revelation from God to really know Him.
B. This book also reveals _____________ to us.
1. Much ______________ proof can be found to show that a man named Jesus l
lived on earth.
2. There is no way to know who Jesus really is without the ______________.

C. This book also reveals the _____________ for man’s greatest ____________.
1. The wages of sin has always been and will always be _____________.
2. The cure for that has always been and will always be ______________.
D. The Bible has been given for the greatest purpose: the ____________ of man’s soul.
III. The ________________ for life it gives is a reason to believe.
A. Do you want a better _______________? (Ephesians 5:23-30).

B. Do you want a better relationship with your ____________? (Ephesians 6:1-4).
C. Do you want to feel better about _____________? (Genesis 1:27; Psalm 139:14).
D. Do you want to be ____________ in life? (Proverbs 23:5; Luke 12:15).

