




THE ELDERS ARE LOOKING FOR CONGREGATIONS IN FLORIDA WHO ARE IN NEED
OF ASSISTANCE. IF YOU KNOW OF ANY OR ANYONE, PLEASE INFORM THE ELDERS
GOSPEL MEETING @ CURRY OCT 8-11
GOSPEL MEETING @ FYAETTE OCT 8-11
GUS NICHOLS SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL EMPHASIS THURSDAYS @ 6 PM

OCTOBER
3—Shelia Windham
5—Wilma Brown
11—Fred Elliott

OCTOBER
1—Hoyt & Faye Sims
28—Danny & Robin Busby
30—David & Brandi Preston

Oct 8, 2017
AM: EXCEPT YE REPENT
PM: MATTHEW 1

April Lazenby, Sue Hinds, Joshua Jackson,
Elmer Williams, Debra Webb, Patsy Tucker,
Debbie Odom, Robert Turner, Ricky McDonald, David Brown, Kim Elliott, J.D. Dailey, Donna Laratta, Kathy Windham, John Pruitt, Madison Banks, Martha Ann, Margie Thomasson,
IN THE HOSPITAL:
Micah Earnest, Vonciel Phillips, Wanda Self,
Jamie Sanford, Bruce Windham, Raymond
Gene McDonald (Princeton 4133)
Johnson, Gene McDonald, Mike Miles, Marvin
Asher Phillips (Children’s Hospital) White, Jimmy Harrison, Diane Chambers, Angie Jones, Victor Crosby, Brianna Cordell,
Bud Howell, Margaret Henson, Judith Homer,
Fred & Romaine Elliott, Bettye HenMason Chambers, Danielle Dodd, Mike Myers,
derson, Hoyt Sims, Gene McDonald, Weston Suddeth, Renea Lawson, Chuck Peltz,
Jill Roden, Brenda Rushing
John Aldridge, Tommy Pope, Byron Leith, Jan
Sims
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Pop psychology says to look within yourself for the answers. Follow
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your heart! Do whatever you think is right, and it will all work out.
Major problem: God’s word says exactly the opposite! “O Lord, I
know the way of man is not in himself; it is not in man who walks to
direct his own steps” (Jeremiah 10:23). So, according to God’s inspired prophet, we are looking in the wrong place when we look within ourselves for direction. Why is that?
God, through Jeremiah, gives us the answer in 17:9 – “The heart is
deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked.” Ouch! It hurts me
to admit that I am sinful. The world erroneously insists that people
are fundamentally good, so we can find the right course by looking
inside ourselves. God Himself says our hearts are deceitful and wicked; it is not in us to direct our own steps.
That’s not to say that there is nothing good about us, or that we
can never be correct about the direction we should go. A heart that
has been cleansed by the blood of Jesus and trained in God’s word
might very well recommend the right path frequently. But that’s just
the point: bottom line, the right way is determined by God’s word,
not by whatever might be in my heart. Even the heart converted to
Christ may be deceived by Satan’s lies through the weakness of the
flesh.
King Solomon wisely wrote: “Trust in the Lord with all your heart,
and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways
acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths” (Proverbs 3:6).
When the world calls you to look within yourself to find the truth,
resist that appeal with all your might. Let God direct your paths; then
you may be confident that you will arrive safely at your eternal destination!

ARE INFERENCES “NECESSARY”?

Steven Hunter
EXCEPT YE REPENT
Here of late, I’ve been giving much thought to how inferences are used in our fellowship. They
are, after all, one of our interpretive methods, and some do a fine job with them while others, not
so much. Nevertheless, I don’t believe we can avoid using inferences altogether because it’s a
part of logic, and while some may be better logicians than others, we can’t throw out their value.
We must, however, use good logic and be fair to the Text rather than trying to read our prejudices back into it.
When reading Acts 8:35–36 we conclude through inference that preaching Jesus entailed baptism; otherwise, how would the Eunuch have known to request such? This is a logical inference, I
believe. However, in illogical inference which some make is that the Eunuch must have had water
with him on his journey (Acts 8:26). Therefore, if sprinkling were a valid form of baptism, then he
wouldn’t have needed the body of water but could have used the water with which he traveled to
sprinkle as a mode of baptism. This, I think, is stretching the Text far beyond what it ought to be.
When other possibilities rule out the latter inference, then we must be unwilling to bind the latter
inference upon others. This isn’t to say that I believe sprinkling is a mode of baptism because I
don’t. The earliest reference to pouring occurs in Didache 7.3 (late first–early second century) but
is only allowed under special circumstances. One might offer that the Eunuch knew the route he
was taking and where bodies of water were, or where he might pause along his travels to refresh
himself. The likelihood that he took water with him isn’t illogical altogether, but it isn’t the only
possibility, so trying to use Acts 8 and the Eunuch’s conversion to argue against sprinkling is
grasping at straws.

Other passages might negate sprinkling as a medium of baptism much easier. First, linguistically
the term means to immerse. Second, two passages refer to baptism as a burial which further enforces immersion (Romans 6:3–4; Colossians 2:12). Third, archaeologically, numerous mikvehs
(baptismal pools) have been discovered around Jerusalem suggesting that the mass baptism that
occurred in Acts 2 had adequate room for immersions. Fourth, the fact that John baptized in the
river Jordan also suggests an immersion rather than sprinkling.
Inferences are necessary, and sometimes a necessary evil in that they aren’t always used as logic
would dictate. Caution must be urged in knowing when to bind such on others. I would rather we
not bind inferences on one another only because we are prone to do so using poor logic and not
rightly dividing the Word. However, finding the balance between where they should be bound
and not so is the task for us all wherein we must be careful lest we add to the Word where God
hasn’t.

(Luke 13:1-5)
I. What repentance is not.
A. It is not _________________.
1. “To impress him or her with ____________”.
2. They were told to ______________.
B. It is not being _______________.
1. We never read that Felix had that more _____________ season.
2. Just because someone trembles or ____________ tears doesn’t mean they’ve
repented.
C. It is not being _____________.
1. There is a _____________ between the sorrow of the world and godly sorrow.
2. Godly sorrow is the realization that what was done was done against ________.
D. It is not a _________________ of life.
1. ______________ preached a message of repentance.

2. He told people to __________ their lives as a ___________ of their repentance.
II. What repentance is.
A. The parable of the _____________ _____ clearly depicts what repentance is.
1. He came to his right ____________.
2. Who would want to be _______________ from God that is in his right mind?

B. __________ of ____________ is a tremendous example of repentance.
1. He told Timothy that he was ____________ of ________________.
2. He went from a ______________ to a devout ______________.

