



REMEMBER TODAY’S CONTRIBUTION WILL GO TO RELIEF EFFORTS IN PUERTO
RICO
PHILIP TOMLIN WILL BE SPEAKING THIS MORNING AND JASON MOORE WILL BE
SPEAKING TONIGHT
RICKY BERGER WILL BE WITH US FOR THE PM SERVICE JAN 14TH

JANUARY
8—Henry McDonald
13—Bruce Windham
18—Cynthia Pope
20—Blake Wright
30—Trish Windham

Dec 31, 2017
AM: PHILIP TOMLIN
PM: JASON MOORE

April Lazenby, Sue Hinds, Joshua Jackson,
Elmer Williams, Debra Webb, Patsy Tucker,
Debbie Odom, Robert Turner, Ricky McDonald, David Brown, Kim Elliott, J.D. Dailey, Donna Laratta, Kathy Windham, John Pruitt, Madison Banks, Martha Ann, Margie Thomasson,
Micah Earnest, Vonciel Phillips, Wanda Self,
Jamie Sanford, Bruce Windham, Raymond
Johnson, Gene McDonald, Mike Miles, Marvin
White, Jimmy Harrison, Diane Chambers, AnFred & Romaine Elliott, Gene McDon- gie Jones, Victor Crosby, Brianna Cordell,
ald, Wilma Brown, Liam Robbins,
Bud Howell, Margaret Henson, Judith Homer,
Kim Haynes, Bruce Windham
Mason Chambers, Danielle Dodd, Mike Myers,
Weston Suddeth, Renea Lawson, Chuck Peltz,
John Aldridge, Tommy Pope, Byron Leith, Jan
Sims, Jean Griffith

westwalkerchurchofchrist.org
Times of service:
Sunday:
Bible Class:
9:30 AM
Worship:
10:20 AM & 5 PM
Wednesday Bible Study:
7 PM

Elders:
Eugene McDonald
924-4827
Carl Myers
221-0637
Neil Myers
924-9289
Bruce Windham
221-2348

A “Can Do” Attitude
Jason Hart
“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens
me” (Philippians 4:13). Allow me to create what I call a “step
study.” A “step study” may seem a bit tedious but it can greatly help in the application of a passage.
“I”- Because of the first person pronoun “I,” the reader automatically becomes a part of the verse.
“I Can” - Saying “I can” leaves out any “I think,” “I might,” “I
could,” or “I should.”
“I Can Do” - When we say, “I can do,” what we mean to suggest is that we can put our lives into action with confidence.
I’s not just a passing thought.
“I Can Do All Things” - Everything within righteous reason is
possible with the right attitude.
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Danny Busby
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300-1927
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“I Can Do All Things Through” - There is a powerful source
through which we can accomplish much. It is not beside of,
over, or under - it is through.

Preacher:
Ben Wright
522-8004

“I Can Do All Things Through Christ Who Strengthens Me”Last but not least, the reader is not only encouraged by the
strength that Christ provides, but by the strength He provides
on an individual basis.

“I Can Do All Things Through Christ” - Christ is the central
force through whom all righteous things can be accomplished.
“I Can Do All Things Through Christ Who Strengthens”- It is
Christ, who, as our Savior, Redeemer, Mediator, High Priest,
and King, provides insurmountable strength to those who
love Him.

Edify One Another
David Padfield

The Benefits Of Finding Ourselves In Scripture

Neil Pollard
At the close of Paul's first letter to the church at Thessalonica, he exhorted them to "edify one another" (1 Thes. 5:11). The word "edify" comes from the Greek word oikodomeo. This word occurs thirty--‐
nine times in the original text, and all except eight times it is translated as "build" or "built." Our Lord
chose to use this word in Matthew 7:24 when He spoke of the wise man who "built his house on the
rock.” The idea Paul had in mind was that Christians should "build" one another up in the faith. After defining the word, Thayer comments that it is "the act of one who promotes another's growth in Christians
wisdom, piety, holiness, happiness" (Greek--‐English Lexicon Of The New Testament, p. 440). W. E. Vine
said the word is "used metaphorically, in the sense of 'edifying,' promoting the spiritual growth and development of character of believers, by teaching or by example, suggesting such spiritual progress as the
result of patient labor." (Expository Dictionary Of Biblical Words, p. 194).
One of the highest duties that a Christian has is to encourage others. In a world filled with pessimism,
violence and despair, our need for encouragement is great. It is all too easy to let the "ways of the wicked" become our ways. The happy man is the one who refuses to "stand in the path of sinners" or "sit in
the seat of the scornful" (Psa. 1:1).
After a week of listening to the gripes and complaints of this sin--‐sick world, Christians should look forward to an isle of retreat on the Lord's day. A place where the name of God is blessed, not cursed. A
place where we can enjoy the "seasons of refreshing" which only God can provide (Acts 3:19).
It is truly a shame the Christians do not spend more time in each other's company. The Hebrew writer
bids us to "consider one another in order to stir up love and good works" (Heb. 10:24). After the command, he tells us how it is to be accomplished, i.e., "not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together" (Heb. 10:25).
In the days of Haggai, the people of God grew discouraged while the working to rebuild the temple. God
commanded them to get back to work, then gave them comfort by saying, "I am with you, says the Lord
of hosts" (Hag. 2:4). Consider what it meant for those Jews to whom Haggai spoke to know the Lord was
with them. Surely they could remember the stories of how Jehovah had been with their fathers as they
passed through the Red Sea. They knew that God had "led them by the hand" through the wilderness on
their way to Canaan. In view of God's goodness, how could they doubt Him now?
In a similar vein, Jesus has promised to be "in the midst" of His disciples when they assemble (Matt.
18:20). What a thought! The Son of God in our midst every Lord's day. He has also promised to be with
us as we carry out the great commission (Matt. 28:20). Do you desire to be in the presence of the Lord
and His people?
As we run our race toward eternal glory, let us continually encourage each other and "run with
endurance the race that is set before us" (Heb. 12:1,2).

Given his job, the Ethiopian of Acts 8 was one of that country's most important people. Yet, he
was more than important. He was very religious, apparently a proselyte (convert) to the Jewish
faith. He didn't restrict his religion to the assemblies. He read his Bible even when he was going
about his secular tasks (Acts 8:28). Though he could not enter the assembly of the Lord (Deut.
23:1), he made the long and grueling trip from northern Africa to Palestine and was returning
home. Many of us are familiar with the Old Testament passage he was reading when Philip joined
him in his chariot. Reading Acts 8:32-33, we recognize the place as Isaiah 53:7-8. The Eunuch was
trying to find out about who Isaiah wrote about, "of himself or of some other man" (Acts 8:34).
Philip preached Jesus to him and he became a Christian (Acts 8:35-39).
Those are essentially the facts. Yet, I wonder how coincidental it was that the Eunuch was reading
from that part of Old Testament scripture. This African official likely had a scroll containing the
entire prophecy of Isaiah, which was not divided into the individual chapters like they are today. It
would seem that the context in which Isaiah 53 occurs would be of particular interest to this man.
Flip forward a few chapters to Isaiah 56. Isaiah is telling foreigners and eunuchs not to look down
on themselves (3-5).
This official of Candace was very likely not some hopeless non-Jew looking for a crumb from the
Jews' table. He had the great hope and promise of Scripture. Perhaps this portion of Isaiah was of
particular motivation and inspiration to him. For Philip to explain that the time of that prophecy
had now been fulfilled, that access to this promise was now available, certainly led the Eunuch to
urgently respond and enthusiastically react. Jesus was the One referenced in Isaiah 53, but he
(the Eunuch) was the one referenced in Isaiah 56. No, not just him, but all like him--one from the
"all nations" of Isaiah 56:7 who could reap the benefits brought by the "Sin-bearing Servant" of
Isaiah 53 and the one who would "sprinkle many nations" (52:15).
I hope that you read your Bible with the same hunger and expectation. Perhaps there are portions that bring you greater hope and expectation, that speak with greater poignancy to your
life's circumstances. The Bible is a book filled with wonderful, relevant promises. Trust them. Let
them bear you along through the rough spots of life. God designed the Bible to be a book of hope
and inspiration, but it cannot do us any good unless and until we consult it! Find yourself in the
Bible!

