



SYMPATHY IS EXTENDED TO LINDA & JAMIE MCDONALD DUE TO GENE’S DEATH.
SERVICES WERE THURSDAY
THOSE WHO SERVED IN WORSHIP LAST SUNDAY WILL BE SERVING TODAY AS
WELL
MEN’S DAY @ WINFIELD WILL BE SATURDAY JANUARY 27TH

JANUARY
8—Henry McDonald
13—Bruce Windham
18—Cynthia Pope
20—Blake Wright
30—Trish Windham

Jan 7, 2018

westwalkerchurchofchrist.org

Times of service:
Sunday:
Bible Class:
9:30 AM
Worship:
10:20 AM & 5 PM
Wednesday Bible
Study: 7 PM

AM: THE MIND OF CHRIST
PM: ABEL STILL SPEAKS

April Lazenby, Sue Hinds, Joshua Jackson,
Elmer Williams, Debra Webb, Patsy Tucker,
Debbie Odom, Robert Turner, Ricky McDonald, David Brown, Kim Elliott, J.D. Dailey, Donna Laratta, Kathy Windham, John Pruitt, Madison Banks, Martha Ann, Margie Thomasson,
Micah Earnest, Vonciel Phillips, Wanda Self,
Jamie Sanford, Bruce Windham, Raymond
Johnson, Mike Miles, Marvin White, Jimmy
Harrison, Diane Chambers, Angie Jones, VicFred & Romaine Elliott, Wilma Brown, tor Crosby, Brianna Cordell, Bud Howell, MarBetty Honeycutt, Bettye Henderson
garet Henson, Judith Homer, Mason Chambers, Danielle Dodd, Mike Myers, Weston Suddeth, Renea Lawson, Chuck Peltz, John Aldridge, Tommy Pope, Byron Leith, Jan Sims,
Jean Griffith

Elders:
Carl Myers
221-0637
Neil Myers
924-9289
Bruce Windham
221-2348
Deacons:
Danny Busby
387-0213
David Preston
300-1927
Kevin Richardson
295-8864
Chris Robbins
388-1354
Vince Roden
471-3747
Preacher:
Ben Wright
522-8004

God’s Riches at Christ’s Expense
Wade Webster
I love acrostics. Two of my favorites are those that have been suggested
for the words sin and Bible. Someone said that sin stands for selfinflicted nonsense, and that Bible stands for basic instructions before life
ends.
Another acrostic that I like is one for grace: God’s riches at Christ’s expense. This acrostic helps remind us of the great cost of grace. God’s unmerited favor toward man cost Christ His life. The Scriptures say, “But we
see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering
of death, crowned with glory and honor; that he by the grace of God
should taste death for every man” (Hebrews 2:9). Notice that by the
grace of God, Jesus tasted death for you and for me.
Paul wrote: “For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared
to all men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we
should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world; looking
for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and
our Savior Jesus Christ; who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us
from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of
good works” (Titus 2:11-14).
Peter added: “Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with
corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; but with the precious blood of
Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot” (1 Peter 1:18-19;
cf. 1 Corinthians 6:19-20).
Truly, as Christians we are rich today because of the price paid by Christ
at Calvary (Ephesians 1:3; 3:7-11). May we be good stewards of the manifold grace that has been shown to every one of us (1 Peter 4:10). How
can we do any less, considering the great price that God’s grace cost
Christ?

The Need for Personal Study
Robert E. Guinn
Why has attendance been greatly stressed among God’s people in the past? We cannot ignore that the
attendance changes between different Bible classes and worship services on Sundays and Wednesday
evenings. Are elders and spiritual Leaders just being “nit-picky,” or is there a deeper issue that concerns
our fellow
Christians when they see our lack of participation?
We have approximately 168 hours in a week. If we attend ALL of the regular congregational worship services and studies, we have made a four-hour investment in our spiritual development. That is roughly
2.4% of our weeks’ time that we dedicate to God. What about Christians that are a part of congregations
that only meet once or twice a week?
Then that percentage theoretically will go down. If we invest nothing else into our spiritual lives, these
numbers look sad compared to the amount of time we spend on entertainment and other non-spiritual
things.
It seems that, even though attendance has been the measure of faithfulness in the past, congregational
worship and study should be viewed as the mountain top of what we are consistently investing in our
personal spiritual development. We know that faith is built upon our access to, meditation on, and devotion toward God’s word (Romans 10:17). The great salvation provided through Jesus Christ should provoke us to want an intimate relationship with the
Creator, desiring to seek His ways over ours. As the Psalmist said: “I have stored up your word in my
heart, that I might not sin against you,” (Psalm 119:11, ESV).
Why is personal study so important? Faith is described in the New Testament as the starting point of
spiritual development and growth (2 Peter 1:5-10). Faith is also the Christian shield that protects us
against the flaming arrows of the enemy (Ephesians 6). What happens when that shield is splintered,
shattered, and/or broken? It needs to be repaired. Like a plant needing maintenance and care, so our
faith needs to be watered, tended, and matured. Consider these five reasons we need to develop and
grow our personal study of God’s word:
1. Personal study enables us to have a better understanding of spiritual things (Psalm 119:99).
2. Personal study is connected to our salvation, and the salvation of others who witness our faith (1 Timothy 4:11-16).
3. Personal study can help us better protect our minds and hearts (Philippians 4:6 -9).
4. Personal study gives us experience to better handle God’s word (2 Timothy 2:15).
5. Personal study better prepares us for fighting off temptation (Matt. 4; Luke 4).
The bottom line, however, is that no one can do this for us. We are responsible for our own spiritual
growth and development. Are you satisfied with your current spiritual investments? I know I am not always satisfied with mine. Let’s take and make personal study personal!

THE MIND OF CHRIST
(Philippians 2:5-8)
I. The ______________.
A. Philippians 2:5 is a demand put _______________.
B. “Let this mind be” means to be _____________ to have within us this habit of thought.
1. Intent is the idea of _____________ to possess something.
2. We won’t just ____________ upon having the mind of Christ.
C. The mind of Christ means His way of ______________ and _____________.
II. The _____________.
A. He was in the form of _____________.
B. Robbery literally means “a thing to be ____________ upon or to be held fast”.
C. Jesus did not have a ___________ to hold onto that form.
III. The _______________.
A. Jesus _____________ or divested Himself.
1. Jesus laid aside His ____________ with the Father in terms of His form.
2. Jesus did not lose His _____________, just His ________________.
B. Jesus began to wear the form of a ______________.
IV. The _______________.
A. Jesus was found to be just ___________ _________.
B. Jesus made Himself _____________.

1. No one ____________ this on Him.
2. This is the idea of “became ____________”.

