




SYMPATHY IS EXTENDED TO HENRY MCDONALD DUE TO THE DEATH OF HIS
NEICE ANGIE JONES
ANNUAL HOLIDAY MEAL @ THE BULLPEN DEC 17 @ 3 PM. ORDER FORMS ARE IN
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ON DEC 24TH, EVENING WORSHIP WILL BE @ NOON
BIBLE BOWL TODAY @ CORDOVA, 2 PM
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AM: THE NATURE OF BIBLE AUTHORITY
PM: 1 CORINTHIANS 13

April Lazenby, Sue Hinds, Joshua Jackson,
Elmer Williams, Debra Webb, Patsy Tucker,
Debbie Odom, Robert Turner, Ricky McDonNOVEMBER
ald, David Brown, Kim Elliott, J.D. Dailey, Don2—Neil & Carolyn Myers
na Laratta, Kathy Windham, John Pruitt, Madi22—Ben & Jincy Wright
son Banks, Martha Ann, Margie Thomasson,
Micah Earnest, Vonciel Phillips, Wanda Self,
Jamie Sanford, Bruce Windham, Raymond
Johnson, Gene McDonald, Mike Miles, Marvin
White, Jimmy Harrison, Diane Chambers, Angie Jones, Victor Crosby, Brianna Cordell,
Bud Howell, Margaret Henson, Judith Homer,
Fred & Romaine Elliott, Gene McDon- Mason Chambers, Danielle Dodd, Mike Myers,
ald, Jamie McDonald, J.D. & Bobbie Weston Suddeth, Renea Lawson, Chuck Peltz,
John Aldridge, Tommy Pope, Byron Leith, Jan
Dailey, Bettye Henderson, Bruce
Sims, Jean Griffith
Windham, Travis Richardson

westwalkerchurchofchrist.org
Times of service:
Sunday:
Bible Class:
9:30 AM
Worship:
10:20 AM & 5 PM
Wednesday Bible Study:
7 PM

Elders:
Eugene McDonald
924-4827
Carl Myers
221-0637
Neil Myers
924-9289
Bruce Windham
221-2348
Deacons:
Danny Busby
387-0213
David Preston
300-1927
Kevin Richardson
295-8864
Chris Robbins
388-1354
Vince Roden
471-3747
Preacher:
Ben Wright
522-8004

Be Ready
Ron Boatwright
Jesus says "Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is
coming at an hour you do not expect" (Matthew 24:44). To be
ready we must have "purified your souls in obeying the truth" (1
Peter 1:22). To be saved from our past sins we must believe in Jesus and be willing to do all He says in His word (John 8:24), repent
of our sins (Luke 13:3), confess Him before men (Matthew 10:32),
and be baptized for the forgiveness of our sins (Acts 2:38, 22:16),
so we can be saved (Mark 16:16, 1 Peter 3:21). If you haven’t
done this, you are not ready.
Christians have to "Watch therefore for you know neither the day
nor the hour in which the Son of Man is coming" (Matthew
25:13). How do we continue to be ready? "But if we walk in the
light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and
the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin" (1 John
1:7). If as a Christian we are not walking in the light of His word
and having fellowship one with another, then we are not
ready. But if we are ready when Jesus comes, "we shall be like
Him, for we shall see Him as He is. And everyone who has this
hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure" (1 John 3:23). "Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing your labor is
not in vain in the Lord" (1 Corinthians 15:58). Our eternal fate is
sealed when we draw our last breath or if the Lord comes before
we die. It will be too late if we are not ready. Are we ready?
______________________________________________________

Brethren,
Thanks to those who filled in for me in my absence. Jincy and I had
a wonderful anniversary trip and we are thankful to be allowed the
time away. We are also thankful to be back with you! - Ben

THE POWER OF THE WORD
There was a time when most in our nation greatly respected the word of God. Most families proudly owned and
displayed a “family Bible,” and numerous copies of the Scriptures could be found in most homes. Often times a
passage of God’s word correctly used was enough to settle a religious discussion because both sides valued what
God said through His revealed will. Sadly, many have lost respect and reverence for the sacred page. A growing
number see no value in God’s word, relegating it to the status of myth and fairy-tale with perhaps an admixture of
some historical fact. What is worse is that many who claim to love the God of the Bible do not value the very word
through which He has chosen to reveal Himself. There are those who profess to be followers of Jesus who see the
Holy Scriptures as a dead letter that is not relevant to our day. Many need to be reminded of the power of God’s
divine word. Paul, by inspiration, wrote concerning the power of Scripture: “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of
Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believes; to the Jew first, and also to the
Greek” (Rom.1:16). The Bible is God’s power! What makes the word so powerful?
God’s word is powerful because it is ALIVE. “For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart” (Heb.4:12). The word “quick” indicates that the Bible is alive. The
Scripture is far from a dead letter as many charge. “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness” (2 Tim.3:16). The word translated
“inspiration” (theopneustos) translates a compound Greek word which means “God-breathed.” The breath of God
brought this universe into existence (“And God said…” Gen.1:3, 6, 9, 11, 14, 20, 24). God breathed into man the
breath of life and he became a living soul (Gen.2:7). That same breath has been breathed into the Scriptures!
God’s word is powerful because it is APPLICABLE. The Bible is relevant to all people in all places for all times! Some
claim that the Scriptures are not pertinent to our day since they were written so very long ago. They argue that
times have changed and cultures have changed, so the Bible no longer speaks to what we experience today. While
times have changed, man has remained unchanged! Man is still the same today as he was 2000 years ago, and will
remain the same until time is no more. Man’s struggle with sin remains unchanged. We are still enticed by the lust
of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life (1 John 2:15-17). Since the word of God addresses man’s
greatest problem (sin) and man’s greatest need (a Savior), and since these things never change, the Bible will always be applicable!
God’s word is powerful because it is ABIDING. Many efforts have been undertaken to eradicate and destroy the
word of God. Some have sought to remove copies of God’s word from the hands of men. Some have tried to make
it illegal to obtain a copy of the Bible. Some have attempted to undermine the credibility and the reliability of
God’s word. All of man’s efforts to destroy the word of God have failed! The precious revelation of God has withstood every challenge. “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away” (Matt.24:35). “Being
born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which lives and abides forever…But
the word of the Lord endures forever…” (1 Pet.1:23-25). The word of God will remain even after the Rock of Gibraltar has succumbed to the relentless battering of the elements. The word of God cannot be destroyed. Now that is
powerful!
————Patrick Morrison

THE NATURE OF BIBLE AUTHORITY
(Mark 16:15)
I. _______________.
A. _____________ - whatever the Lord has not authorized is excluded.
1. We can’t practice without ___________ of authority.
2. It isn’t enough to ask, “Where does the Bible ___________ it?”.
B. _____________ - whatever the Lord authorizes includes those things that are
_____________ to accomplishing what the Lord authorizes.
1. The item may not be ____________ in scripture.
2. If it ____________ and does nothing in addition to what is authorized, the item itself
is authorized.
C. Some things are sinful though not specifically _____________, and some things are
authorized though not specifically _______________.
II. ______________.
A. Colossians 3:17—means by His _____________, and to anything else means we
___________ God (2 Jn. 9-11).
B. Mark 16:15—the Lord said to go, not ___________ to go.
III. _____________.
A. Build an ark of ______________ (Genesis 6:14-16).
B. ___________ (Ephesians 5:18-19).
C. Men leading _____________ (1 Timothy 2:8).

D. Men being ____________ (1 Timothy 3:2).
E. ____________ of the Lord’s Supper (Matthew 26:26-28).

