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Changing My Life Into The Likeness of Christ
Wendell Winkler
"But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass
the glory of the lord, are changed into the same
image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of
the Lord." (2 Corinthians 3:18)
Christ was and I must be:
Humble (Phil 2:3-‐11; James 4:6)
Forgiving (Luke 23:24; Mark 11:25)
Zealous (John 9:4; 2:17; Titus 2:14)
Prayerful (Mark 1:35; 1 Thess 5:17)
Compassionate (John 11:35; Romans 12:15)
Unretaliatory (Mt 26:59ff; Rom. 12:17-‐21)
Submissive (Luke 22:42; Matt. 6:10)
Serving (MaZ 20:28; Matt. 20:26-‐27)
Passionate (Luke 19:41; Romans 9:1-‐3)
Giving (Matt. 20:28; Luke 6:38)
With Paul may we affirm, "So now also Christ shall
be magnified in my body, whether it be by life, or
by death. For to me to live is Christ, and to die is
gain" (Philippians 1:20,21). Then, we can sing, and
really mean it, "I want to be more like Jesus."

“VAIN JANGLING”
Neal Pollard
The English language has done some changing in the 400-plus years since the King James Ver
sion was made available. Within its pages, you’ll find phrases like “straitened in your own bow
els” (2 Cor. 6:12), “superfluity of naughtiness” (Jas. 1:21), “bloody flux” (Acts 28:8), “filthy lu
cre” (Ti. 1:7), and “the thick bosses of his bucklers” (Job 15:26). There is a beauty and pictur
esqueness to the Elizabethan English, though. One example of this is in 1 Timothy 1:6, which
warns against “vain jangling.” To me, that’s a vivid way of translating a compound Greek word
translated elsewhere as “fruitless discussions” (NASB), “idle talk” (NKJV), “vain discussion” (ESV),
“meaningless talk” (NIV), and “empty talk” (MEV). Have you ever heard anyone jangling keys or
coins in their pockets? It’s usually a nervous tic and mindless habit, but it can loud and annoying.
In the 17th Century, the word meant to “talk excessively or noisily, squabbling” (Apple Diction
ary, 2.2.2).
In context, Paul gives the culprits, the creed, the consequence, the contrast, and the cause of
this “vain jangling.” The culprits are “certain men” (1:3) or “some men” (1:6). Their creed is
“strange doctrines” (1:3), “myths and endless genealogies” (1:4), and this “fruitless discus
sion” (vain jangling). The consequences are dire, as such will “give rise to mere specula
tion” (1:4). The contrasts are “the administration of God which is by faith” (1:4) and “instruction
(in) love from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith” (1:5). The cause is re
vealed in verse 7, that “they want to be teachers of the Law, even though they do not under
stand either what they are saying or the matters about which they make confident assertions.”
Paul had a particular circumstance in mind, but is there an application to us today?
In 2018, there are numerous platforms and avenues to communicate. It can be easy to forget
that James’ warnings about the tongue are not limited to words which are audibly heard, but
whatever we speak. I need to be cautious about being a religious noisemaker, banging and
clanging with reckless abandon. My words have meaning, and they hold the power of spiritual
life or death within them (Prov. 18:21). Thus, great restraint, copious forethought, and
thoughtful execution ought to permeate my speech, wherever it is “heard.” Otherwise, I may
simply be declaring my thoughtless ignorance, both uninvited and unwelcome, and come off
sounding like three dollars of pennies churning in the pocket of a champion fidgeter.
Paul speaks of Christians as “ambassadors” for Christ (2 Cor. 5:20). We must represent Him
righteously and accurately. We may be the first and only megaphone through which Christ is
proclaimed, so let us speak accordingly. Let’s make Him proud, for His message is “words of so
ber truth” (Acts 26:25), not vain jangling.

OUR EXAMPLE OF ABUNDANT LIVING
(1 Peter 2:21)
I. A ____________ outlook.
A. Jesus knew what it was like to ____________, be _____________, to be ___________.
B. Jesus knew what it was like to be _______________.
C. Jesus didn’t let the __________ things in life keep Him from a proper outlook.
II. ______________ relationships.
A. Jesus sought the ________________ of good people.
B. __________________ 15:33.
C. We must remember those around us ________________ us.
III. Be _______________ oriented.
A. Jesus was ________________ about people and _______________ it.
B. Stress often comes when we are _____________ on ourselves.
IV. _______________ care.
A. Our Lord never _____________ His own body.
B. Paul wrote that ______________ exercise profits a little (1 Timothy 4:8).
C. Jesus also believed in _____________ (Mark 6:31).
V. ______________ devotions.
A. Our Lord spent time with the Father in _____________.
B. If Jesus needed to __________ time with the Father, what about us?
VI. A ________________ life.
A. Jesus had no _______________.
B. Little will keep us from the abundant life like a _____________ ________________.

