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How Important is “Attending Church?”
Ron Batanen
Many reasonably good people seldom, if ever, "attend
church". Meeting with others to study God's word and to
worship Him is something easily dispensed within our busy
world. To these, church is where you go for a wedding or a
funeral, but little more.
The early Christians didn't just "go to church" - they were the
church. They were a community of believers, commonly referred to as the body of Christ. In Christ they were bound together in the bonds of a common faith. As such, meeting with
other Christians to encourage one another and express their
devotion to the Lord was not considered an option. Had not
their Lord said, "Where two or three are gathered together in
my name, there am I in the midst of them" (Matthew 18:20)?
Had He not instructed them in the partaking together of the
Lord's Supper, saying, "Do this in remembrance of me" (Luke
22:17-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26)? From the first the church
"continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine, in the fellowship, in the breaking of bread and in prayers" (Acts 2:42). Acts
20:7 says that "On the first day of the week, the disciples
came together to break bread." Christians who were becoming neglectful were admonished, "Not forsaking the assembling of yourselves together as the manner of some is, but
exhorting one another." (Hebrews 10:25).
The fact is, if one truly believes and loves the Lord, meeting
with the church in study and worship is much easier.

A Matter of Attitude
Kevin V. Rutherford
Have you ever noticed that attitude and mental toughness can enable an individual to overcome great odds and obstacles? Sometimes the slower runner wins the race. Sometimes the
weaker man wins the fight. Sometimes the less talented team takes the championship. Why?
Attitude is the answer.
Two missionaries were doing some work on a remote island. One of those missionaries was
tall and thin. The other missionary was the opposite in build. A local islander spoke of how difficult it would be to walk from one end of the island to the other. This was true because in order
to do so, one would have to go through thick brush in some parts and climb a mountain in the
center of the island. He looked at the two missionaries and told the tall and thin one he wouldn’t make it. Then he expressed his confidence that the shorter, wider missionary would be able
to get across to the other side. Why? He knew the shorter, wider missionary had the mental
toughness to complete the task.
A Biblical example of this principle is found in 1 Samuel 14. Saul was king of Israel at the time.
He was ruling over a people who were being oppressed by the Philistines. Things were not going
well for Israel when an event occurred which gave the Jews courage and strength to turn the
tide. Saul had a son by the name of Jonathan who had a tough mental attitude. His determination and will power came from his faith in God. He and his armor bearer decided they would go
by themselves and attack the entire Philistine garrison, Jonathan said, Come, let us go over to
the garrison of these uncircumcised it may be that the Lord will work for us. For nothing restrains the Lord from saving by many or by few (1 Samuel 14:6). Jonathan and his armor bearer
climbed on their hands and knees over a steep slope to get to the Philistine garrison. Once at
the top, the two men quickly killed twenty men. The Philistines began to panic which gave the
other Jews courage. Soon the entire Jewish army had joined the fight and the Philistines were
defeated.
Caleb is a second example of this kind of mental toughness that is based on complete trust
and faith in God. When the Jews refused to go into the land of Canaan out of fear, Caleb stood
against the cowards. The Bible says, Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses, and said, let
us go up at once and take possession, for we are well able to overcome it (Numbers 13:30). God
later said, concerning Caleb, My servant Caleb, because he has a different spirit in him and has
followed Me fully, I will bring into the land where he went and his descendants shall inherit it
(Numbers 14:24). This different spirit is that mental toughness and determination that comes
from a strong faith in God. Caleb later showed this great attitude again, when at the age of 85,
Caleb was ready to conquer the giant people of Anakim and take the mountain upon which they
lived.
We need to see the spirit of Jonathan and Caleb in the Lord's church today. Instead of complaining about every little thing that goes wrong, we ought to make up our minds that with the
Lord's help we can accomplish great things for Him. Is your faith in God strong enough to give
you an attitude of mental toughness (Philippians 4:13)?

GOD’S COMING SERVANT
(Isaiah 42:1-4)
I. _____________ is called to the Servant (42:1).
A. The Servant of God is to be the ___________ of our attention.
B. This Servant would be upheld by God, which means “giving ____________”.
C. This Servant would have God’s ____________ in Him.
D. God’s ____________ was in this Servant.

II. The _______________ of the Servant (42:2-4).
A. The Servant would possess _______________.
1. Willingly coming to earth to be ______________ shows Jesus possessed this.
2. God’s servant today is called to be _____________ (1 Peter 5:6).
B. The Servant would possess _______________.
1. Jesus did not simply _____________ people.
2. God’s servants today are to have _______________ (1 Peter 3:8).
C. The Servant would possess _______________.
1. God said His Servant would not _____________ nor be _____________.
2. God’s servant today must be ________________ to do God’s will (Colossians 3:2).

III. _________________ stated (42:1-4).

A. Three times in these four verses the word ______________ is found (vs. 1, 3, & 4).
B. The Servant would bring God’s ______________ to this world.
C. Jesus did this for _________ men.

