




WE WILL HAVE A FELLOWSHIP MEAL FOLLOWING MORNING SERVICES
OUR SINGING SERVICE IS TODAY @ 1 PM
MEN’S DAY @ WINFIELD WILL BE SATURDAY JANUARY 27TH
THURSDAY NIGHT CLASSES @ 6TH AVE START @ 6 PM

JANUARY
8—Henry McDonald
13—Bruce Windham
18—Cynthia Pope
20—Blake Wright
30—Trish Windham

Jan 21, 2018

westwalkerchurchofchrist.org

Times of service:
Sunday:
Bible Class:
9:30 AM
Worship:
10:20 AM & 5 PM
Wednesday Bible
Study: 7 PM

Contrasting Approaches
During the early years of its existence, the church enjoyed great
success. In fact, only a short time after its inception on the day of
Pentecost, “the number of men came to be about five thousand” (Acts 4:4). Because of the growing influence of the church,
the Jewish leaders began to persecute those who preached Christ
Jesus. At first, this persecution came in the form of imprisonments
and warnings, but it was not long until the persecution expanded
to the point that Christians were being put to death.

Elders:
Carl Myers
221-0637
Neil Myers
924-9289
Bruce Windham
221-2348

In spite of the persecutions of men, Christianity continued to grow
and flourish. And a chief reason for this success can be seen when
we compare the way that Christians approached life with the way
that their persecutors did so. For example, regarding the actions
of Herod, Luke wrote: “Now about that time Herod the king
stretched out his hand to harass some from the church. Then he
killed James the brother of John with the sword. And because he
saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded further to seize Peter
also” (Acts 12:1-3). From this passage, we learn that Herod was
not motivated by what he considered to be right right. Instead, his
concern was with the reaction of the crowd. It was only after “he
saw that it pleased the Jews” that he took Peter into custody.

AM: GOD’S SERVANT HAS COME
PM: SINGING SERVICE

April Lazenby, Sue Hinds, Joshua Jackson,
Elmer Williams, Debra Webb, Patsy Tucker,
Debbie Odom, Robert Turner, Ricky McDonald, David Brown, Kim Elliott, J.D. Dailey, Donna Laratta, Kathy Windham, John Pruitt, Madison Banks, Martha Ann, Margie Thomasson,
Micah Earnest, Vonciel Phillips, Wanda Self,
Jamie Sanford, Bruce Windham, Raymond
Johnson, Mike Miles, Marvin White, Jimmy
Harrison, Diane Chambers, Angie Jones, VicFred & Romaine Elliott, Wilma Brown, tor Crosby, Brianna Cordell, Bud Howell, MarLynn Honeycutt, Bettye Henderson, garet Henson, Judith Homer, Mason ChamBruce Windham, Brandi Preston, J.D. bers, Danielle Dodd, Mike Myers, Weston SudDailey, Kim Haynes
deth, Renea Lawson, Chuck Peltz, John Aldridge, Tommy Pope, Byron Leith, Jan Sims,
Jean Griffith, Audrey Posey

Deacons:
Danny Busby
387-0213
David Preston
300-1927
Kevin Richardson
295-8864
Chris Robbins
388-1354
Vince Roden
471-3747
Preacher:
Ben Wright
522-8004

In stark contrast to the mentality that seeks to please men, Peter
had previously preached: “We ought to obey God rather than
men” (Acts 5:29). And during the time that he was being held by
Herod, “constant prayer was offered to God for him by the
church” (Acts 12:5). Herod approached men; the church approached God.

—Chad Ramsey
Author of Reasons to Believe and In God’s Image
Minister, Gloster Street Church of Christ in Tupelo, Miss.

Just Because You’re Ordinary
Doesn’t Mean You Get to be Mediocre
GOD’S SERVANT HAS COME
Recently I read a story about a preacher who received a call from a man wanting to be a part of
“his church.” Naturally, the preacher was excited to receive such a call. He listened as the caller
began to tell him what he wanted and didn’t want to do in the church. Among other things, he
didn’t want to have to worship every Sunday, attend Bible study regularly, visit the sick, teach,
or feel compelled to give a great deal of his money.
As the preacher listened he jotted down the man’s desires and, when the man had finished,
read the list back to him to ensure its correctness. The caller answered that those were indeed
the things he had stipulated. The preacher commended the man for wanting to be a part of the
church, but assured him that there was one across town that he was sure the caller would find
more to his liking. He gave the caller the address and directions to the building, and wished him
well. The caller wrote down the information, thanked the preacher¸ hung up the phone and hurried to his car to go see his new church home. When he arrived at the address, he found an old
abandoned building, boarded up, and falling apart.
One of many lessons that could be learned from this story is the fact that, even though we are
all ordinary, it doesn’t mean we get to be mediocre. Each has a role to play, duties to perform,
commands to keep. No one who claims the name Christian can “sit on the sidelines,” be apathetic in service to God, disregard His teachings, and still expect to be pleasing to Him. Jesus
asked, “And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?” (Lk. 6:46). James
stated, “Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin” (Jas. 4:17).
The Laodiceans were condemned because of their indifference to the Lord’s Cause (Rev. 3:4-22).
The bottom line: True Christians are active for the Lord’s Cause (cf. Mt. 7:21). They are not pew
warmers, fence sitters or idle talkers. They are actively engaged in doing their Lord’s bidding because of their love for Him (Jn. 14:15, 21; I Jn. 2:3). They realize that even though they are ordinary people, they do not have the right to be mediocre in their service to God. What would the
Lord’s church be like if every member of it served as you serve? You may be ordinary, but you
can never be mediocre.
———Eddy Gilpin

(Mark 10:45)
I. Jesus did the ____________ of God.
A. One of the purposes of the coming of Jesus was to _____________ (Mark 1:38).
B. However, Mark ______________ the works of Jesus.
C. There was a ____________ in what Jesus did.
D. You and I have today that God needs done by His ____________.
II. Jesus served others ________________.
A. Jesus gave up ______________ with the Father.
B. Jesus sacrificed a ____________ here on earth.
C. Jesus made the ______________ sacrifice in service to man.
III. Jesus served others _______________.
A. Jesus served others because He was _____________ concerned about them.
B. Jesus never acted just to ____________.
C. We must not get caught up in the _____________ of an act that we forget that we are
serving God and our fellow man.
IV. Jesus served others to model _______________.
A. In the eyes of the world, one is great who has many ____________ him.
B. Jesus taught the very ______________ of this.
C. The more people you serve, the ___________ you are in the kingdom.

D. Everyone is _____________ of our service.
E. We don’t serve to see what we can get in ____________ from someone.

