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Christians are being transformed into Christ’s likeness (2 Cor.
3:18). God is trying to press His people into a Christ -shaped mold.
But this transformation isn’t an easy process, partly because the
world is trying to press us into its own mold. In order to be trans-
formed into the image of Christ we must resist being conformed to
this world. Paul writes, ” [)]o not be conformed to this world, but
be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may
prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable
and perfect” (Rom. 12:2, NASB).

How is this transformation possible? Where does this transfor-
mation begin? This transformation is possible only if it begins in
the heart. Paul says that we are transformed by the renewal of our
minds. This transformation is an inside-out transformation. Too
often we focus on changing our actions, instead of our attitudes.
That’s exactly what many of the Pharisees did. They were overly
concerned with externals while their hearts were deteriorating.
Since they focused solely on external righteousness to the neglect
of their hearts, they became like cups that are clean on the outside
but filthy inside. They were like pretty caskets full of dead people’s
bones. They looked good on the outside, but their hearts were hol-
low (Matt. 23:25-28).

When Paul wrote to the Christians in Philippi, he realized that their
problems with regard to unity were merely symptoms of a deeper
problem. Paul addresses the real problem when he offers the fol-
lowing solution to them: “Let this mind be in you which was also in
Christ Jesus” (Phil. 2:5, NKJV). Transformation begins in the mind
and then extends to our mannerisms. It begins in the heart and
then extends to our habits. It begins in our attitudes and then ex-
tends to our actions. Jacob Evans
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THE ALLURE OF RICHES
(Luke 8:11-15)

I. Prosperity can be a

A. The word “prosperity” is found times in the Bible, all in the Old Testament.

B. Psalm 3 0 —Temes of prosperity can result in temptation to away from God.
C. Proverbs1 : 3aXoolish person lets money his life.
D. Jeremiah 2 2 :—2hg&re was no interest on the part of the person.
Il. Our possessions can us.

A. Therich, young ruler went away because his possessions had him.

B. Riches give a false sense of

C. The parable of the rich fool exemplifies the wrong towards money.

1. No doubt the world viewed him as being

2. God called him a fool because he did not make plans for the next

D. is the perfect example about the right attitude towards riches.

IIl. Our riches can make us

A. Notice the of what became Lot’s poverty.
1. He his tent toward Sodom (Genesis 13:12).
2. He into Sodom (Genesis 14:12).

3. Heis then seen in the gate (Genesis 19:1).

4. Lot became one of them, calling them (Genesis 19:7).

5. Sodom Lot’s home.

B. Too many sacrifice their to this world through their



https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%206.30-32
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%209.58
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%2010.25
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%201.2-3
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%201.2-3
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Phil%204.4-7

