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20 Ways to Say “I’m Sorry” 
Steve Singleton 

 
Sometimes your heart is in the right place, but it is tremen-
dously difficult to move up ten inches from heart to lips. When 
you want to apologize but can't seem to find the right words, 
scan this list for an appropriate line:  
 
1. Please forgive me (Gen. 50:17; 1 Sam. 25:28).  
2. I am sinful and stubborn. I need forgiveness (Exod. 34:9).  
3. Since I've done this, I hate myself. I won't do it again (Job 
42:6).  
4. I was unaware of how I was hurting you (Ps. 19:12).  
5. Don't withhold your mercy from me. I need it (Ps. 40:11).  
6. Have mercy on me (Ps. 51:1; 57:1; 86:3).  
7. I know I can count on you to forgive (Ps. 57:1).  
8. I'm begging for mercy from you (Ps. 86:6; 130:2; 143:1).  
9. I know you are a forgiving person. That's why I plead with 
you to forgive me (Ps. 130:4).  
10. It was wrong, and I will never do it again (Prov. 28:13).  
11. Don't hang up! I'm calling to apologize (Lam. 3:56).  
12. I'm not asking forgiveness because I deserve it, but be-
cause you have a lot of mercy in your              heart (Dan. 
9:18).  
13. I can't bear to have this between us (Amos 7:2).  
14. I know you forgive quickly. You don't stay angry for long. 
You enjoy forgiving someone. Let it be me (Micah 7:18).  
15. I've sinned before God as well to you (Luke 15:21).  
16. I don't deserve to be your ________ (friend, spouse, par-
ent, brother/sister, child) (Luke 15:21).  
17. You're rich in mercy, and I need plenty of it (Eph. 2:4).  
18. You know what it's like to be forgiven. Now I need your 
forgiveness (Ma^. 18:26--‐29; Col. 3:13).  
19. I'm sorry. I didn't know what I was doing (Luke 23:34).  
20. I did it out of ignorance. I apologize (1 Tim. 1:13).  
 
Perhaps you can add a few of your own Sorry Lines. Any said 
sincerely may start the process of communication and recon-
ciliation. How much is that worth?  



 

 

Changes 
Ron Bartanen 

 
Politicians promise changes. In all of our lives we find constant change. We never 
know from one day to the next what to expect. James wrote, “Come now, you who 
say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, spend a year there, buy 
and sell, and make a profit’: whereas you do not know what will happen tomor-
row....” (James 4:13-14a).  
 
Some changes may be for the good, while others for the worse. Some things, how-
ever, never change. The laws of nature, for instance, are constant and unchanging. 
From creation, a stone dislodged from a cliff would fall 96 feet per second. That has 
not changed, nor will it. Water, that thousands of years ago would boil at 180 de-
grees at sea level, will do the same today.  
 
Some seem to think that God is changeable. Otherwise they would not think to 
make His word obsolete. However, the psalmist prayed, “You are the same, and 
your years will have no end” (Psa. 102:27). Moses declared, “God is not a man that 
He should lie, nor a son of man that He should repent. Has He said, and will He not 
do? Or has He spoken, and will He not make it good?” (Numbers 23:19).  
 
Cultures change. Men are not long satisfied with the statutes of God, and set their 
own standards of morality and religion, but they have not consulted with God. Men 
may even redefine marriage, but we needn’t expect God to rewrite His own 
“dictionary.”  
 
It is as true today as it was almost 2000 years ago, that Jesus is “the way, the truth, 
and the life”, the one way to the Father (John 14:6). It is as true today as it was in 
the early days of the church that a response to the gospel by obedient faith will se-
cure the forgiveness of sins and acceptance into the Lord’s spiritual body, the 
church (Mark 16:15-16; Acts 2:38, 47). Men change, as do their words. But God 
does not change, and His word will stand firm forever. 
 
 

 

 

  

WHICH KIND OF PLEASURE? 

(Luke 8:11-15) 

I.   __________ pleasure. 

 A.   When speaking of God, pleasure is used to describe ___________ or ____________. 

 B.   God has pleasure in ________________, the ____________ of His servants, those who 

        _________ Him, in giving man the ______________, and when we are ___________. 

 C.   God has no pleasure in ______________ or the __________ of the sinful. 

II.   Things _______________ by God that bring pleasure. 

 A.   Most people get pleasure from their ________________. 

 C.   We can take pleasure in our _______________ (Psalm 102:13-14). 

 D.   There is even pleasure in ______________ for Christ (2 Corinthians 12:10). 

III.   Things that are ______________ that bring pleasure. 

 A.   Probably the greatest _____________ is pleasure (Hebrews 11:25-26). 

 B.   Pleasure in Luke 11 is the word from which we get our word “_____________”. 

  1.   “The doctrine that pleasure or happiness is the highest good”. 

  2.   This word is also translated “____________” in James 4:1, 3. 

 C.   It is the philosophy of “If it feels _____________, do it”. 

 D.   Just because you get pleasure doesn’t mean it is ____________ to you or others. 

IV.   Things that aren’t wrong but ____________ wrong that bring us pleasure. 

 A.   There are things in life that are good that become bad when we don’t use _________. 

 B.   Pleasure becomes sinful when we ____________ for it. 

 C.   Pleasure becomes sinful when we _____________ it too much. 

 D.   Pleasure becomes sinful when we make it our _____________. 


