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THURSDAY NIGHT CLASSES @ 6TH AVE START @ 6 PM

MARCH

6—Brenda Rushing
7—Frank Brown
9—Jamie McDonald
10—Hoyt Sims
13—David Barton
23—Liz Robbins
31—Vince Roden

MARCH
25—Kim & Gary Haynes
26—Jamie & Kristee McDonald

Fred & Romaine Elliott, Bettye Henderson

Mar 25, 2018

Times of service:
Sunday:
Bible Class:
9:30 AM
Worship:
10:20 AM & 5 PM
Wednesday Bible
Study: 7 PM

AM: CARES OF THIS LIFE
PM: AN EXAMPLE IN DOING RIGHT

Elders:
Carl Myers
221-0637
Neil Myers
924-9289
Bruce Windham
221-2348

April Lazenby, Sue Hinds, Joshua Jackson,
Elmer Williams, Debra Webb, Patsy Tucker,
Debbie Odom, Robert Turner, Ricky McDonald, David Brown, Kim Elliott, J.D. Dailey, Donna Laratta, Kathy Windham, John Pruitt, Madison Banks, Martha Ann, Margie Thomasson,
Micah Earnest, Vonciel Phillips, Wanda Self,
Jamie Sanford, Bruce Windham, Raymond
Johnson, Mike Miles, Marvin White, Jimmy
Harrison, Angie Jones, Victor Crosby, Brianna
Cordell, Bud Howell, Margaret Henson, Judith
Homer, Mason Chambers, Danielle Dodd, Mike
Myers, Weston Suddeth, Renea Lawson,
Chuck Peltz, John Aldridge, Tommy Pope, Byron Leith, Jan Sims, Jean Griffith, Audrey Posey, Randy Mays, Lynn Honeycutt, Pete Griffin

Deacons:
Danny Busby
387-0213
David Preston
300-1927
Kevin Richardson
295-8864
Chris Robbins
388-1354
Vince Roden
471-3747
Preacher:
Ben Wright
522-8004

STOWAWAYS ARE THROWAWAYS
Billy Alexander
CARES OF THIS LIFE
Marilyn Hartman boarded a British Airways flight to London recently from Chicago’s O’Hare airport along
with all of the other passengers. But there was something very different about Hartman’s presence on
board – unlike her fellow travelers, she had no ticket. It seems that she managed to slip past TSA and a
busy gate agent and enter the plane. She immediately hid in a bathroom until the flight was underway
and then settled into an empty seat. When Hartman could not produce her passport at Heathrow Airport
Customs she was promptly sent back to Chicago and taken into custody charged with criminal trespass
and a theft felony.
Jesus tells of a similar story in which “a certain king” hosts a wedding feast for his son and invites everyone to come (Matthew 22:1-14). “But when the king came in to see the guests, he saw a man there who
did not have on a wedding garment. So he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you come in here without a wedding garment? And he was speechless.’ Then the king said to the servants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, take
him away, and cast him into outer darkness; there will weeping and gnashing of teeth (vv.11-13).’” He
was speechless before the king indicating that he had no defense for his failure to be properly attired and
that it was solely his own fault. As a result he was thrown out of the banquet hall and thrown into the
eternal prison from which there is no escape.
To begin this parable, Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like… (v.2).” This man crashed the party as
though he belonged there along with all of the other guests. But his credentials were not valid and he
had no right to be there. The king basically asked him, “How did you get past the doorkeepers dressed
like that?” Imagine being invited to a state dinner at the Whitehouse and showing up in raggedy shorts,
dirty t-shirt and flip flops. That provides a measure of the audacity this man demonstrated in coming to
the banquet attired as he did.
But this is how God looks upon those who call themselves Christians but are depending upon their own
righteousness to get them into heaven. The proper attire is to be clothed in Jesus (Galatians 3:27) and
those who think themselves Christians without obeying the gospel are merely attempting to be wedding
crashers. Paul wrote that those who do not obey the gospel will be banished from the Lord’s presence
forever (2 Thessalonians 1:7-9).
Jesus explicitly stated that on Judgement Day there will be many who supposed themselves to be His
disciples but were deluding themselves and they will not be able to provide their boarding passes into
heaven (Matthew 7:21-23). As we seek passage on that sweet flight to eternity, credentials will be inspected (Revelation 20:12).

(Luke 8:11-15)
I. _________________ that are choked out.
A. Cares choke out our _______________ (Ephesians 5:15-16).
B. Cares choke out our ____________ _____________ (Hebrews 5:12).
C. Cares choke out our ______________ (Luke 12:21).
D. Cares choke out our ______________ (1 Corinthians 15:58).
E. Cares choke out our ability to reach the ______________ (Matthew 28:19-20).

II. The ______________ of having the word choked out of us.
A. The result is we are _________________.
B. ___________ 15:1-8.
C. If we fail to _______________, we will fail to make it to ______________.
D. God is _______________ when we produce fruit.
1. Being a disciple is a _________________.
2. We are to become like our _______________.

IV. The _______________ for revival.
A. We must determine where our hearts are going to be ____________ (Hebrews 2:1-3).
B. We must ______________ ourselves (2 Corinthians 13:5).
C. We must follow _________________ 4:4-9 to have a mind at peace with God.

God has invited everyone to come aboard but only those who have a proper boarding pass will be allowed entry. You can’t buy a ticket to heaven. It has already been purchased for you and is nontransferrable, but you must be ready with the proper boarding pass when the flight departs.

