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HIS TRUTH MARCHES ON
Dalton Key
The indictment of Isaiah against his generation, a people who had
temporarily succeeded in turning truth upon its head, is no less
applicable today: “Woe unto them that call evil good; and good
evil, that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put
bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! Woe unto them that are
wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their own sight!” (Isaiah
5:20,21).
Though Isaiah’s generation perished in captivity the truth continued to march on. Their calling “evil good; and good evil” did not
make it so.
We face a similar challenge today, when right is called wrong and
wrong is called right; when all things “gay” are assumed to be
good, while God, oddly enough, is portrayed as one of this world’s
larger problems.
Everything we once thought was true is now decried as false; all
we once thought to be false is now lauded as true. But never forget this: truth will prevail. In the ﬁnal analysis, when all has been
said and done, when once powerful nations have long-since crumbled into the dust of oblivion, God’s truth will prevail.
Men may deny truth’s very existence. They may denounce it and
demonize it. They may debate it incessantly. But truth will prevail.
In the words of James Russell Lowell, “There is no good in arguing
with the inevitable. The only argument available with the east
wind is to put on your overcoat.”

JOHN 5:40 AND JOHN CALVIN
James Pilgrim
John 5:40 says, “And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life.” Those words were spoken by Jesus. He had
just been accused of breaking the Sabbath, and of claiming that “God was His Father, making himself equal with
God.” (Verse 18). Jesus made it clear that His authority came from God (Verses 26, 27), and that they turned their
backs on Him, forfeiting life. (Verse 40). Jesus made it clear that their rejection was the result of their rebellion. In
other words, they were lost and spiritually lifeless because of their action. God had done His part. (John 3:16). They
failed to do their part. (Matthew 7:21-27). John Calvin taught that all are predestinated, elected, foreordained to
eternal life or eternal damnation. He went even a step further, saying, God selected whom He would allow to obey
Him and be saved, and whom God would not allow to obey Him and be lost. He believed that man had no choice in
the matter.
If John Calvin taught the truth on this matter, every murderer should be saved when he premeditatedly according
to the will of God obeyed God and committed homicide. Such would be the case of every person who aborted a
baby, or committed any of the sins described in Galatians 5:19-21; 1 Corinthians 6:9-11; Romans 1:18-32; etc. How
could a just God condemn someone to hell who obeyed Him in committing any of these sins?
It is obvious that John 5:40 and John Calvin are at variance with one another. If John Calvin stated the truth when
he said God decided prior to eternity that He would not allow certain people to come to Him, Jesus should have
said, “God will not allow you to come to have life”, rather than, “Ye will not come to me,....” Imagine one having
saving food and drink for one dying, placing it before the helpless person, but deciding ahead of time that he would
not allow the dying to eat and drink. The God of the Bible does not tease and tempt people like that.
Consider the other side of this statement. If each person’s destiny is decided without the possibility of change by
that person, Jesus was guilty of a misstatement or just plain foolish jesting. If God had already decided whom He
would allow to obey Him, why place a choice before them? They could not refuse to do so anyway. If God had already decided whom He would not allow to obey Him, He was guilty of having Jesus call the lost to life, when He
knew they could not come. Neither God nor Jesus are unjust teasers. Calvin also taught the idea of irresistible
grace, that is, when the Holy Spirit acts upon one, that person has no choice. One preacher parroting Calvin’s idea
of irresistible grace said, “When the Holy Spirit acts to move you to come, you can hold on to the bench as tight as
you can to keep from coming, but you will come, even if you rip the part of the pew you are holding onto from the
bench.” If irresistible grace is true, Jesus should have said, “You cannot come to me until the Holy Spirit irresistibly
moves you to come for life.” How could Jesus tell people to come, and that they would not, when He knew that
God decided prior to the creation of the world that He would not allow them to come?

MEMBERSHIP HAS ITS PRIVILEGES
(Ephesians 1:3)
I. The privilege of _____________ of sins.
A. The thought that one might not be forgiven is something that ____________ people.
B. Forgiveness of sins only comes through ____________ ____________.
1. It comes through the ______________ of Jesus (Eph. 1:7).
2. It is the blood that has the power to _____________ our sins (Rev. 1:5).
C. The question is: ______________ does the blood of Jesus wash away our sins?
1. There is only one _____________ mentioned that does this.
2. ____________ is the only act ever mentioned that washes away sin (Ac. 22:16).

II. The privilege of _________________.
A. The Greek word translated “fellowship” indicates the idea of _______ ____________.
1. There is ________ ____________ of the parties involved.
2. There is a ______________ between those who in this type of participation.
B. John tells us we have fellowship with _______ ________ and with ________ (1 Jn. 1:3).
C. God _______ us into this fellowship by means of the ________ (1 Cor. 1:9; 2 Th. 2:14).

Jesus did not call previously selected people to come, but “all ye that labour and are heavy laden,...” (Matthew
11:28-30). Jesus said, “Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man will hear my voice, and open the door, I
will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.” (Revelation 3:20). Jesus calls any and every person, not
certain ones selected, predestinated and elected before the creation of the world. Revelation 22:17 says, “And the
Spirit and the Bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.” God says, whosoever will.” John Calvin said only those whom God had
foreordained, elected, predestinated. Whom do you believe? Cf. Deuteronomy 4:2; Proverbs 30:6; Revelation
22:18, 19.
Beloved, it is either John 5:40 or John Calvin. It cannot be both. The writer chooses to follow the course his father
suggested, “When God and man disagree, always go with God; He will always be right.

III. The privilege of a ____________ that is bright.
A. One of man’s greatest questions is “_________ ______ _____ ________?”.
B. Jesus gave His apostles great ___________ (Jn. 14:1-3).
C. There is the great picture of how Jesus will ___________ (1 Th. 4:13-17).

