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The Inspiration Of The Bible
Ron Boatwright
All sixty-six books of the Bible were inspired of God. 2 Timothy
3:16 says, "All scripture is given by the inspiration of God." God
has given us everything we need. 2 Peter 1:3 says, "His divine
power has given us all things that pertain to life and godliness." God has told us everything we need so we can please Him
and go to heaven.
Inspiration means "God breathed". God prompted and controlled the writing of the Bible. When did God do this? Hebrews
1:1-2 says, "God who at various times and in various ways spoke in
times past to the Fathers by the prophets, has in these last days
spoken to us by His Son." God in Old Testament times spoke to the
people through the prophets as we read in 2 Peter 1:21, "For
prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God
spoke at they were moved by the Holy Spirit." The word of God
did not come from the will of man but God spoke to man through
the prophets. Man’s will did not enter into God’s word. 1 Corinthians 2:13 says, "These things we also speak, not in words which
man’s wisdom teaches, but which the Holy Spirit teaches."
How did God accomplish the inspiration of His word in the New
Testament? As Jesus told His apostles in John 14:26 & 16:13, "The
Holy Spirit whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach
you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said
to you…when He the Spirit of truth is come, He will guide you into
all truth." The Holy Spirit would be guiding them so they could
teach all the truth of God’s word.
Just as God used miracles in the Old Testament to confirm that
the word being taught was from Him, He confirmed His word in
New Testament times, "God also bearing them witness both with
signs and wonders, with various miracles, and gifts of the Holy
Spirit (Hebrews 2:3). Because the Bible is the pure and inspired
word of God it "is able to save your souls" (James 1:21).

“WHAT WAS A DIVINE PERSON DOING ON A CROSS?”
Mark Lindley
It is a fact of history that a man named Jesus died on a cross. This fact is supported
by the New Testament and by the secular writings of early historians. No one can
successfully deny that Jesus of Nazareth lived and that He died by crucifixion.
However, many who believe that Jesus died on the cross do not believe that Jesus
was a divine being. Some affirm that it does not make sense that “the Son of God”
would die on a cross? The reasoning is that if Jesus possessed divine power, then
He could have saved Himself. Since Jesus did not save Himself, according to some,
He must not have been the “Son of God.” It just does not make sense that a divine
being would die in such a horrible manner.
But such reasoning is flawed and does not consider why it was necessary for Jesus
to die for the sins of the world. Because all have sinned and come short of God’s glory, it was necessary for a “sinless” person to redeem fallen man (Romans 6:23). Every person who has sinned needs a Savior, and he who needs a Savior cannot be
one.

Does Jesus meet the qualification of “sinless”? Notice what the Scriptures teach: For
we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities;
but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin” (Hebrews 4:15). “For
even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps: Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his
mouth” (I Peter 2:21-22). Yes, Jesus, and He alone could qualify to be the Savior because only Jesus was without sin.
It is true that Jesus possessed supernatural power, and that he demonstrated such
power by healing the sick, enabling the blind to see, calming storms, and by raising
the dead. Yet, He freely chose to lay down His life for all. Jesus said, “Therefore doth
my Father love me, because I lay down my life, that I might take it again. No man
taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have
power to take it again. This commandment have I received of my Father” (John
10:17-18). The all-powerful Christ chose not to exercise His power and save His life.
It may never make sense to some that it was necessary for Jesus to die for us. Some
did not understand in the first century: “But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews
a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness” (I Corinthians 1:23). Nevertheless, His death was absolutely necessary. Only by trusting and obeying Him can we
be saved. Jesus is the way!

WHO CARES IF SOMEONE GOES TO HELL?
(Luke 16:19-31)
I. The One who ____________ the speaker cares.
A. God cares if someone is lost and __________ __________.
B. God wants all men to be ___________ (1 Tim. 2:4).
C. When you read about the __________, you should know God cares.
D. When you think about the holding back of the __________ of Jesus, you should know
that God cares (2 Pe. 3:9)
II. The One who __________ cares.
A. The _____________ Jesus came to earth shows He cares (Lu. 19:10).
B. When you see Jesus with ____________, you see that Jesus cares.
C. Jesus was concerned about sinners while He was on the _____________.
D. Jesus cared enough to ___________ His followers to preach the gospel.
III. The One who ______________ the writer cares.
A. The Holy Spirit is involved in the _____________ of man as well.

B. He gave __________ to the apostles to be able to reach as many lost as possible.
C. The Holy Spirit works through the _______ __________, convicting the hearts of men.
IV. ____________ cares.
A. When the lost are saved, there is _______ in heaven (Lu. 15:7, 10).
B. The __________ were interested in how God was going to bring about man’s salvation.

V. ___________ cares.
A. We never hear from ____________ in the text.
B. The rich man wanted Abraham to send Lazarus back to talk to his _____________.

