



WE WILL HAVE A FELLOWSHIP MEAL FOLLOWING OUR MORNIG WORSHIP SERVICE AND THEN HAVE OUR SINGING @ 1 PM
GOSPEL MEETING @ 6TH AVENUE APR 15-18
GOSPEL MEETING @ HAMILTON APR 22-25
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18—Jincy Wright
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24—Brandi Richardson
25—Carl Myers
28—Libby Tucker
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Christian Point of View
Mel Martin
Philippians 4:6-7 "Be careful for nothing, but in every
thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let
your requests be made known unto God. And the peace
of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your
hearts and minds through Christ Jesus."
When Paul wrote the words of this text, he was in a Roman prison. From the standpoint of the world, he had
ample reason to be discouraged and pessimistic. He did
not, of course, know what might happen to him. The Roman authorities did not know and honor God
as he did, and they were not interested in serving Him.
He might have to linger in the prison for many years, or
his life might be taken from him at any time.
But Paul was not thinking in terms of the world. He had
long since learned to trust in the Lord (2 Timothy 1:12);
and he had every reason to believe that whatever happened to him would result in God's glory and his good
(Philippians 1:12; Romans 8:28). With this confidence, he
could urge his brethren in Philippi to rejoice in the Lord
always. So let all men know about the gentle disposition
which Christians possess under the most trying circumstances. It was in this spirit that Paul wrote Philippians
4:6-7.

CAN I DRINK IT OR USE IT?
Ben Wright
Alcohol is an ever-present temptation for all. Our society glorifies its use with images of beautiful women
and handsome men having a wonderful time together while partaking alcohol. In our haste to not be so
different from the world, some brethren have come to the conclusion that use of alcohol in moderation
is perfectly fine with God. Many have come to this conclusion based on 1 Timothy 5:23: “Drink no longer
water, but use a little wine for thy stomach's sake and thine often infirmities.” Seeing Paul, by inspiration,
give Timothy the go-ahead to drink wine is all that many need to rush out and grab a six-pack of beer or a
bottle of wine. Br. Wayne Jackson, in an article about whether or not this verse allows social drinking,
wrote, “It is the “wino’s” golden text, though abused mightily in the effort.”
In their haste to get to the liquor store or grocery aisle, they forgot to look at the meaning of the words
used by Paul or the context of the verse itself. Paul had just told Timothy to keep himself pure. Evidently,
Timothy was keeping himself pure by being a water drinker only. The words “drink” and “water” are
from one word in the Greek language. The word is used of one who we might call a “teetotaler”, one
who only drinks water. Evidently, Timothy was plagued with stomach problems and other health ailments. In his effort and desire to keep himself pure he drank water only, totally avoiding any appearance
of wrongdoing in drinking wine.
Paul, by inspiration, told Timothy to not just drink water only, but use a small amount of wine to aid him
medicinally. The word for “use” is a specific word that does not mean “drink”. The word translated “use”
is a word used only in specific situations. One writer, about this word’s use, stated “…this verb denotes
the idea of doing what is necessary under the extraordinary circumstances”. It is only used eleven times
in the New Testament (c.f. Acts 27:17; 1 Cor. 7:21).
What this shows is that the alcohol use for Timothy was to be limited to those times he might need it for
his various medical ailments. Paul was not telling Timothy to imbibe with impunity. The principle for abstaining from alcohol is laid out for us in Ephesians 5:18: “And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess;
but be filled with the Spirit”. Drunkenness is condemned and there is only one way to become drunk,
which is by taking the first drink. Those who “use” alcohol for medicinal purposes, which would include
cough/cold medicines like Nyquil, are using that alcohol for a specific purpose, not drinking it.
Timothy understood the need to keep himself pure so he had refrained from any and all use of alcohol.
He did need to learn to use alcohol in the aid of his various problems. More of our brethren need to understand the need to keep themselves pure and refrain from drinking alcohol and understand how to
specifically use it. Some have failed to understand the terms of the verse, including “use” and “little”.

KEYS TO SPIRITUAL DRIFTING
(Ephesians 4:14)
I. _____________ too busy.
A. We can easily get caught up ______________ the needful for the decent.
B. Jesus addressed this in connection with ______________ (Luke 10:38-42).
C. We must trim away the decent to make sure we are getting the ___________ part.
II. _____________ affections.
A. We get tied up doing things and they become more ____________ than God.
B. We fall in love with things that are not _______________.
C. We would never say we love whatever it is ___________ than God but we really do.
III. ________________.
A. We need to be __________ about the problem.
B. We need to take _________ of ourselves.
C. Give attention to how we ___________ about things.
D. We must draw __________ to God.
IV. _____________.
A. We have so much materially that there is a lot of attraction to ___________.
B. God is the ____________ of every good gift.
V. ____________ that easily beset us.
A. How many people have drifted away because they got drawn back to their
__________ sin?
B. These things cause us to be __________ to pray, study, and even come to worship.
C. Only through ____________ and ____________ can these things be laid aside.

