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1 Peter 1:3,4 – The Heavenly Hope
Wayne Jackson
It is a strange thing that there are so many folks in
the world of “Christendom” who entertain the concept that the righteous, in the eternal state of things,
will dwell on the earth forever. The Watchtower devotees believe that all but 144,000 (those who will enter the heavenly kingdom) will live on “God’s glorified
earth.” Many protestants even believe that the earth
eventually will be purified by fire; and so a cleansed
earth will become the abode of the saints. Simple Bible logic, however, destroys that theory.
In his letter to the Ephesians, Paul declared that
there is but “one hope” for the righteous (Ephesians
4:4). But that “hope” (1 Peter 1:3) is “reserved in
heaven” (1 Peter 1:4; cf. Colossians 1:5) for the
faithful. It is therefore clear that our one hope is in
heaven.

But heaven is not earth, for the Lord taught that we
are to lay up treasures in heaven, not on earth
(Matthew 6:19). The irresistible conclusion, then, is
this: the one hope for the child of God is not upon
this earth, but is exclusively in heaven.
Circle “hope” in verse 3, and then circle “reserved in
heaven” in verse 4. Connect these two expressions
with a line and draw an arrow to the margin, recording this comment: See Ephesians 4:4 — one hope.
Not on earth, but in heaven — Matthew 6:19.

Love Demands Everything That God Commands
Gerald Cowan
Love is not blind. It cannot afford to be. It cannot ignore the truth, whitewash sin, weaken
the gospel, or minimize the difference between Christians and non-Christians. Love cannot support peaceful co-existence of the followers of Christ with followers of Satan. The
reason is obvious: the goals of love and peace and salvation, the ultimate good for everyone. There is no fellowship, no common ground, no agreement, and no peace between God and the ungodly (2 Cor. 6:14-16). There is no salvation for those who are at
odds with God (2 cor. 6:17). It may be difficult for some to understand, but God and His
people demand righteousness, exhort to temperance, warn of judgment, and deny fellowship to some without any loss of love and with no contradiction of love.
Keep in mind as we continue here that the love we have for each other is patterned after
the love God has for us (1 John 4:8-10, John 13:34). We are not permitted to define love
to suit ourselves and then expect God to approve us just because we are true to our
own code or creed (see 2 Cor.10:12, 18). Here are a few aspects of the love of God
which we are commanded to follow in our relationships with each other.
■This love is not emotional. It is not the syrupy sentiment often called love. For a definition of the kind of love God requires and commands, read 1 Cor. 13:4-13. It is greater
than faith, greater than hope because it is of the essence of God (1 John 4:8). We cannot say “God is faith, or God is hope” but we can say “God is love.”
■Love does not hide or overlook the flaws and imperfections of others. Instead it is painfully aware of those things. True love seeks perfect awareness of both strengths and
weaknesses in the beloved. Not in order to condemn but in order to be of help in correcting and compensating for flaws and to capitalize and utilize the strengths in the best interests of everyone – to help, not to hinder; to make acceptable, not to find excuses for
rejecting. Heb. 4:12-16, 1 Peter 4:8, James 5:20
■Love is critical, both positively and negatively. It seeks truth, not error (1 Cor. 13:6), but
it recognizes error and calls attention to it when it is found (Gal. 6:1-2).It sees things as
they are and then tries to change them into what they should be.
■Love does not require indiscriminate acceptance and approval of all person. God himself does not accept those who refuse to obey Him (2 Thess. 1:7-9). God continues to
love all people and desire their salvation (2 Peter 3:9 and 1 Tim. 2:4). But He accepts
and saves only those who seek Him and do His will. Heb. 5:9 and 11:6, Mt. 7:21-23.
■Love is selective and discriminating. This is not the same thing as prejudice or partiality. Love is devoted first to God and then to others by the will of God (2 Cor. 8:5). It does
not require us to accept in fellowship those who are opposed to God or will not abide by
the will of God (2 Thess. 3:6, 3:14-15).
Love does not require or even allow us to accept what God rejects. This kind of love allows one to acknowledge the true spiritual condition of every person without any loss of
concern or appreciation for the person. This kind of love is truly Christian.

THE BED IS TOO SHORT AND THE COVER IS TOO NARROW.
Billy Bland
Israel had departed from God and was comfortable in her sins. God sent a warning by the prophet Isaiah to
warn them relative to their sinful condition. They had made a "covenant with death" that the destruction that
was coming would not affect them. God, however, had "disannulled" their covenant. Relative to their condition, God said; "For the bed is shorter than that a man can stretch himself on it: and the covering narrower
than that he can wrap himself in it" (Isaiah 28:20). The bed was too short and the cover was too narrow!
Have you ever tried to sleep on a bed that was so short that you could not stretch yourself upon it? Have
you ever tried to cover yourself with cover that was too narrow? Now, have you ever had both of these conditions at the same time? It would be a cramped and uncomfortable situation. Judgement was coming upon
Israel. Within in few decades of Isaiah's prophesy, Assyria came against Israel and took them into captivity.

There's another judgement day coming. This is the final judgement in which all the nations will be gathered
together before the judgement seat of Christ (Mat. 25:31, II Cor. 5:10). Others will also realize that their bed
is too short and their cover is too narrow. Who are some of these?
THOSE THAT DO NOT BELIEVE IN CHRIST.
Atheists do not believe in God and consequently do not believe that Christ is God. God had the Psalmist to
write; "The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. They are corrupt, they have done abominable works,
there is none that doeth good" (Psalms 14:1). Many of the Jews, though they believed in God, did not believe in Christ. John wrote; "He came unto his own, and his own received him not" (John 1:11). In fact, they
had Christ crucified. But Jesus Christ rose from the dead and ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God! Their bed is too short and their cover is too narrow.
FAITH ONLY ADVOCATES
Many are the preachers that tell people to simply believe in Christ and accept Him into their hearts and they
will be saved. While the Bible does tell us that faith is essential to salvation, it is not the only condition for
the remission of sins. Jesus tells us that we must also "repent" (Luke 13:3), confess Christ (Rom. 10:9-10)
and "be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins" (Acts 2:38). None
of these acts alone saves anyone. Jesus says; "He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that
believeth not shall be damned" (Mark 16:16). Those that have not obeyed what the Lord has said will find
that their bed is too short and their cover is too narrow.
NOMINAL CHRISTIANS
"Nominal Christians" are those who are Christians in name only. Such would "serve" Christ when it is convenient for them. These have no true convictions or dedication relative to serving God. They attend worship
services when they “want to” instead out of deep devotion to God. They live lives that makes them a "good ole Joe", but not a faithful child of God. Such people need to be converted. Following Jesus requires surrender: "Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his
cross, and follow me" (Matthew 16:24). Every branch in Christ that doesn't bear fruit will be cut off (John
15:1-ff). Nominal Christians will find that their bed is too short and their cover is too narrow.

Let's make sure that our bed is made according to God's specifications. Then, and only then, can we lie
down in peace and sleep. "I will both lay me down in peace, and sleep: for thou, LORD, only makestme
dwell in safety" (Psalms 4:8).

