


VBS IS JUNE 3-6: CLASSES FOR ALL AGES
ELDERS & DEACONS MEETING NEXT SUNDAY NIGHT

MAY
4—Connor Roden
5—Robin Busby
7—Lucille Finn
10—Betty Honeycutt
25—Robert Brown & Liam Robbins
27—Gail Windham
28—Lynn Honeycutt

MAY
9—Tammy & John Whitfield
12—J.D. & Bobbie Dailey
21—Chris & Shanna Robbins

Fred & Romaine Elliott, Bettye Henderson, Robin Busby, Danny Rushing

May 6, 2018
AM: HURDLES TOO HIGH
PM: AN UNEXPECTED LEADER

April Lazenby, Sue Hinds, Joshua Jackson,
Elmer Williams, Debra Webb, Patsy Tucker, Debbie Odom, Robert Turner, Ricky McDonald, David Brown, Kim Elliott, J.D. Dailey, Donna Laratta, Kathy Windham, John Pruitt, Madison Banks,
Martha Ann, Margie Thomasson, Micah Earnest,
Vonciel Phillips, Wanda Self, Bruce Windham,
Raymond Johnson, Joyce Jacobs, Gene McDonald, Mike Miles, Marvin White, Jimmy Harrison,
Angie Jones, Victor Crosby, Brianna Cordell,
Bud Howell, Margaret Henson, Judith Homer,
Mason Chambers, Danielle Dodd, Mike Myers,
Weston Suddeth, Renea Lawson, Chuck Peltz,
John Aldridge, Tommy Pope, Byron Leith, Jan
Sims, Jean Griffith, Audrey Posey, Randy Mays,
Lynn Honeycutt, Pete Griffin, Mary Barton, Barbara Lackey

westwalkerchurchofchrist.org
Times of service:
Sunday:
Bible Class:
9:30 AM
Worship:
10:20 AM & 5 PM
Wednesday Bible Study:
7 PM

Elders:
Carl Myers
221-0637
Neil Myers
924-9289
Bruce Windham
221-2348
Deacons:
Danny Busby
387-0213
David Preston
300-1927
Kevin Richardson
295-8864
Chris Robbins
388-1354
Vince Roden
471-3747
Preacher:
Ben Wright
522-8004

IS THE DEVIL RESPONSIBLE FOR OUR SIN?
Richard Stevens
Satan desires one thing, which is the spiritual demise of all humanity. He
wants every soul to end up in hell with him (Mat. 25:41). Satan accomplishes his mission by getting people to live their lives in sin. Satan
“entered in” Judas and caused him to betray the Lord (Jn. 13:27; 18:1-5).
Satan “filled’ Ananias’ heart to lie to the Holy Spirit (Acts 5:3). Satan
“deceived” Eve to disobey the Lord (1 Tim. 2:14; Gen. 3:1-6). Jesus told
Peter that “Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat.
But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not” (Lk. 22:31-32). The devil
is always busy trying to “devour” people with sin (1 Pet. 5:8; 1 Jn. 3:8; Jn.
8:44; 2 Cor. 2:11). So when we sin, is the devil responsible for our transgressions because he caused us to do it?
The devil does tempt us to sin. He even tried to tempt Jesus to sin (Mat.
4:1-11; Luke 4:1-13). However, if the devil is responsible for our sins, then
why will we one day be held accountable for them (2 Cor. 5:10; Rom.
14:12; Jn. 5:28-29; Rev 20:11-12)? It is because the devil cannot “make”
us do anything. He only plays a part in our sin by dangling the carrot.
James said, “Every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own
lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth
sin..” (1:14-15). The devil only tempts, and it is we who either resist or
transgress. This is why God “will render to every man according to his
deeds” (Rom. 2:6). We have the ability through Christ (Eph. 6:1); (Phil.
4:13) and the responsibility as Christians to “Resist the devil, and he will
flee from you” (Jam. 4:7). After resisting, the devil leaves “for a season” (a
while, but never for good) (Lk. 4:13). Nevertheless, we have “endured’
that temptation to sin (Jas 1:12). Furthermore, with every temptation we
are given all the help necessary to withstand the devil; as God will not
allow any temptation beyond our individual power to resist, and also gives
each and every one of us a faithful way out (1 Cor 10:13).
So when we give in to sin, it is our fault!

Do What You Can
Edd Sterchi
One of my favorite accounts in the gospels is in Mark 14 when Jesus is at Simon the leper's house
(v.3-9). While there, Mary, the sister of Lazarus and Martha, took a flask of very costly oil and
anointed Jesus' head with it (see also John 12:1-7). Some there, apparently led by Judas, were very
upset at the waste of the oil. But Jesus defended her noble actions, saying that she had done a
good work for Him in that she was anointing His body for burial. He also said that wherever the
gospel is preached, what she had done will be told as a memorial to her; obviously it has been time
and time again over the ages.
But the words that stick most in my mind concerning the actions of Mary are when our Savior said,
“She has done what she could” (Mark 14:8). In those six short words, volumes are said about the
attitude of Mary in serving and honoring the Christ. In fact, it is interesting to note that what she
didn't do says just as much as what she did do. Notice, for example:
She didn't wait to be asked to do something. What a great example to us! She found a way to do
what she could. Too many brethren don't do anything for the Lord because they are never asked.
Follow Mary's example; find something to do and do it.
She didn't make excuses about her limitations. I'm sure there were a lot of things she did not have
(ability, time, resources, etc.) to properly do for Jesus. But she didn't dwell on that; she sought out
something that she could do. You can do a lot with even a little. Sadly, there are Christians today
who make excuses for not doing for the Lord.
She didn't worry about criticism. And she was criticized, but she did it anyway. Which is more important, the praise of the Lord or the approval of men? We spend too much time worrying about
what others will think or say. To gain the approval of the Lord, do what you can and don't worry
about man.
She didn't fret over the cost. It was very costly, but that was unimportant as far as she was concerned – Jesus was worth it. There are a lot of things that some people consider too valuable to
give up for the Lord. But for the true follower, nothing is too big of a sacrifice for the One who was
sacrificed for them.
Look at it this way: Can you do it? Then do what you can. "And whatever you do, do it heartily, as
to the Lord and not to men" (Col. 3:23).

HURDLES TOO HIGH
(Colossians 3:16-17)
I. The presence of ____________ only in New Testament passages.
A. This word was not used for ______________ music in New Testament times.
B. Strong’s: “In the NT to _________ a hymn, to celebrate the praises of God in _______”
C. The ____________ experts understood the meaning of the words.
II. No instruments of music in the _____________ _____________.
A. “The ______________ argument is quite strong against early Christian use of instrumental music in church”.
B. “...its use in the Christian church is ____________ to the Word and will of God”.
C. “As then, the use of instrumental music was ____________ in the worship of the synagogue, it was not ________________ in the Christian church”.
III. How God dealt with __________________ worship throughout history.
A. Why did God tell Cain that his worship was _______________?
B. What was ____________ with Nadab and Abihu’s worship in Leviticus 10?
C. What was wrong with ________________ worship in 1 Kings 12?
D. Do we really think that God would lose His desire for _____________ in acts of worship under His Son’s Covenant?
E. God has always dealt ______________ with departures in worship.
IV. The fact that God draws conclusions using the _____________ of the scriptures.
A. _____________ 7:14.
B. Nowhere did the Old Testament ____________ say a high priest couldn’t come from
another tribe.
C. What the Old Testament ____________ in this regard was ______________.
D. The New Testament is _____________ concerning the use of mechanical instruments.
V. _____________ can and must be determined.
A. We must have authority to whatever we do and this includes ______________.
B. The basis for worship comes from the _____________ of the New Testament.
C. Where are the _____________ ____________ to be found if not in scripture?

