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IMMEDIATELY—Neal Pollard
The astute reader of the book of Mark finds the word 40 times in 39 verses
(the Greek word most often translated "immediately" in Mark is actually
found 44 times). It is a key word found consistently throughout the gospel

but especially in the first six chapters. Usually, the word is used to quantify
the time between Jesus performing a miracle and it taking effect. The point
seems to be to show the power and Divine nature of Jesus. It is also a thread
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that runs throughout the book to highlight key thoughts and main ideas in
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ate response of the one healed by Jesus--the first of many uses of the word
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must ultimately make a decision concerning who He is. Remember, though,

this second book of the New Testament. The word is used to highlight the
Father's affirmation of Christ following His baptism (1:10), Jesus' journey into
the wilderness to triumph over the Devil's temptations (1:12), the disciples'

decision to leave their occupation to follow Jesus (1:18,20), Jesus' entering
the synagogue to show unparalleled authority and power (1:21), the news
and fame that followed Christ's teaching and healing (1:28), and the immedi"immediately" to highlight such (1:29-30). The proof for Jesus' identity was
immediate. The effect of Jesus' miracles was immediate. The impact of Jesus'
miracles and teachings on friend and foe was immediate. Mark's use of this
word seems to indicate how overwhelming and unmistakable the proof of
Jesus was.
This is not to say that one should rashly decide about the Lord. The book of
Mark is part of God's way to convince man about who Jesus is. Take the time
to read it and learn of Him. Like the other three gospels, Mark contains the
miracles, teaching, claims, and events in Christ's life at the end of which one

"He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe
will be condemned" (Mark 16:16). Weigh the evidence, and then decide. Follow the example of so many in the book of Mark and let the power and person of Jesus have an immediate impact on your life and your soul.

MINIMUM STANDARDS
Joe Slater
“So likewise you, when you have done all those things which you are commanded, say, ‘We are
unprofitable servants. We have done what was our duty to do.’” (Luke 17:10.)
Car parts aren’t perfect. In automotive school, they taught us about “specifications” and
“tolerances.” A cylinder in an engine block, for example, ought to be perfectly round; but none
are. Even the best will be flawed a ten-thousandth of an inch or so. Car makers require that parts
be within “tolerances.” That is, they can be imperfect up to a point; but beyond that point they
are rejected. A degree of imperfection can be tolerated, but no more than that. Parts must meet
at least minimum standards.
I understand why car parts are allowed to be slightly flawed. If we demanded near absolute perfection from each part, cars would cost millions of dollars each! We err, however, when we apply
“minimum standards” to Christianity.
People, like car parts, aren’t perfect. Our “specifications” are set out in the Bible. But even the
best of us fall short of them. Yet we dare not think that God will be pleased if we seek merely to
meet “minimum standards” as we serve Him.
“What is the least I can do and still go to Heaven? What is the minimum I can be while still escaping eternal torment? Can I squeak by with Sunday-morning-only attendance? No doubt Bible class
is important, and Sunday evening and mid-week meetings are good, but are they absolute necessities? Am I outside of tolerances if I skip them? What is the least amount of Bible reading and
study I must do each week to keep from starving to death spiritually? What is the least I can give
to the Lord’s cause and still be within tolerances? How many sins can I commit each day without
jeopardizing my soul? How infrequently may I pray without cutting myself off from God?”
We must refuse even to consider such questions! Merely asking them demonstrates that our
hearts are not right! We must strive for perfection, knowing full well that we will fall short of it,
and realizing that even if, somehow, we managed to reach it, we would not merit anything from
God.

We must seek to be the best we can be because we love God. He paid an awful price for us. While
we rely upon His grace to forgive our failures, to be satisfied with “minimum standards” is to insult our God!

A GREAT EXAMPLE OF MOTHERHOOD
(Hebrews 11:23-27)
I. She obeyed _________ not _________.
A. Jochebed refused to obey the _____________ command of man.
B. She knew that life was ______________.
1. in 2016, there were over ________________ abortions performed.
2. God knew _____________ in the womb, as He does all babies.
C. We need more ____________ who put the will of God above all else.
D. Her desire to do right put her own life in _______________.
II. She saw the _____________ in her child.
A. When Jochebed saw her child, she saw something ________________.
B. She did not see someone that would amount to _____________.
C. Children are to be viewed as gifts from __________ and not ____________.
1. We need godly parents who help them __________ that potential.
2. Not just successful in life, but the potential to be great ___________ for God.
III. She taught her son about ____________.
A. Jochebed must have taught Moses who he was and who _____________ was.
B. She ____________ a belief in God in her son.
1. There is a growth of ____________ and ____________ in our nation.
2. Our children need parents who teach there is a God and ___________ their
own belief in God.
C. We are really without ___________ if we fail.
IV. She encouraged her son to look _____________.
A. Our children need to understand that ____________ awaits.
1. There are riches far greater than earthly wealth __________ on them.
2. Heaven is ___________ than what earth __________.
B. As parents, it is our job to instill in them a __________ for heaven above all else.
C. This is something they have to see ____________ in us.

