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EMPTY HANDS AND AN EMPTY HEART
Glen Elliott
In the days leading up to his death, Alexander the Great provided
detailed burial instructions. He wanted to be buried with his hands
empty, uncovered, and protruding through the casket cover. In this
way, he would let the world know that he was leaving everything
behind. The man who had conquered the world was leaving the
world empty-handed. A timely thought for those tempted to give
material possessions number one priority in their lives.
“You can’t take it with you!” Paul agrees, saying, “we brought
nothing into the world, so we cannot take anything out of it either” (1 Tim. 6:7). Perhaps, you have heard the story of a man who
died and was buried in his gold Cadillac. As the story goes, someone at the funeral was overheard saying, “Man, that’s living!”
Seems far-fetched, to say the least, until we read the stories of ancient pharaohs buried with vast treasures. However, we know that
they couldn’t take their treasures with them. Neither can we, no
matter how hard we try. It simply cannot be done.

Christians do not take their treasures with them after they die,
they send their treasure on ahead while they are yet living. Jesus
says, “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where
moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But
lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor
rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal; for
where your treasure is, there will your heart be also” (Mt. 6:1921).
If Alexander had hoped in God, his hands may have yet been extended—but not as empty-handed, but as receiving that which is
promised—a treasure in heaven.

CAN A GOOD PERSON GET TO THE GOOD PLACE WITHOUT JESUS?
Scott Shifferd
The Bible describes a devout man and a good soldier who gave to the needy, prayed continually
to God, and knew about Jesus of Nazareth. While he possessed traits typically attributed to a
Christian, he did not have eternal life yet. God recognized his giving and his prayers, but he was
not forgiven yet. How could a devout man living a life full of good works not have eternal life
waiting for him?
This devout man was Cornelius who was a Roman centurion of the Italian Cohort living in the
ancient coastal city of Caesarea. God sent a man in bright clothing instructing him to send for
Simon Peter, an apostle of Christ, residing in the city of Joppa. When Peter came, he declared a
message for this man, his family, and friends to be saved (Acts 11:12–14).
What was that message? Peter declared that he and his company are witnesses of all that
Jesus did. Peter reminded Cornelius of what Cornelius knew about Jesus being anointed by the
Holy Spirit and that Jesus went about doing good and healing all. From this affirmation, Peter
testified that Jesus died by being hung on a tree, and that God raised Him on the third day. God
chose those who ate and drank with Jesus after He rose from the dead to become witnesses. Jesus commanded witnesses like Peter and his associates to go and proclaim the message to the
people revealing that Jesus will judge the living and the dead. Peter concluded that those who
believe in Jesus receive the forgiveness of sins in Jesus’s name. Cornelius, his family, and friends
heard and believed this gospel message. Because God gave Cornelius and his household the Holy
Spirit upon believing, Peter concluded that he could not withhold water for baptizing them, so he
commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ (Acts 10:34–48).
Many people today believe that good people die and go to the good place. Most people see
themselves as going to that good place. However, this belief alone excludes salvation coming
from Jesus's death, burial, and resurrection. The life of Cornelius revealed that the faithful rather
than the “good” have eternal life and forgiveness of sins upon baptism in Jesus's name.
Are you a good person who prays, gives, and knows about Jesus? That did not save Cornelius
and his household. Like Cornelius, God wants you to be saved by hearing, believing, and obeying
the message of Jesus’s death, burial, and resurrection (Rom 6:17; 1 Cor 15:1–4). The record of
Cornelius’s salvation teaches the truth. (1) God does not save a good person for their good
works, but God saves those who believe the gospel, find forgiveness in Jesus’s name, and faithfully obey God. (2) Sharing the gospel is as simple as sharing Jesus’s life, death, and resurrection.
(3) Forgiveness in Jesus’s name includes the command for the faithful to be baptized in the name
of Jesus Christ.
The churches of Christ encourage you to believe Jesus resurrected, confess faith, repent of
sins, be baptized, and live faithfully (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; Rom 10:9–10). As Christians, we urge
everyone to read the Bible and meet with a church of Christ every first day of the week (Acts
2:42; 20:7; Heb 10:24–25).

OLD, NEW, OR BOTH?
(Galatians 3:19-25)
I. The _____________ of the Old Testament.
A. The Law of Moses was to govern the Jews _________, _________, and ___________.
B. One purpose was to make ________ known to the Jews (Romans 7:7).
C. Also, the Law served to bring people to ___________ (Galatians 3:24).
II. The _____________ of the Old Testament.
A. The idea of 2 Corinthians 3:7-13 is that the Law of Moses was only for a certain
_________ of time.
B. Galatians 3:19 tells us the _________ point of the Law of Moses.
1. It was to last til the __________ came.
2. Verse 16 tells us the seed that was to come was ___________.
C. The Old Law was never intended to be ______________.
III. The ____________ of the New Testament.
A. Long ago, God told the Jews there would be a new ____________ (Jeremiah 31:31f).
B. We know this was fulfilled because of what we read in ____________ 8:6f.
C. Jesus said He was _____________ or ____________ the Old Law.
IV. The ______________ of the change.
A. The change took place when Jesus was _____________ (Colossians 2:14).
B. Jesus took away the _________ and replaced with the ___________ (Hebrews 10:9).

C. The book of Hebrews there had to be a change in ____________ because of a new:
1. _____________ - from Aaron to Jesus (Hebrews 5:1-10; 7:11-14).
2. _____________ - from continual to one of Jesus (Hebrews 10:1, 10-12).

