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THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN CURRENT AND RELEVANT
Neal Pollard
Relevant—Appropriate to the current time, period, or circumstances; of
contemporary interest
Current—Belonging to the present time; happening or being used or done
now
I think most of us would find the above definitions of these words to be
satisfactory. In the context of the church, we are often concerned with
both the matter of being current and relevant. The degree to which and
the ways in which to achieve currentness may differ from congregation to
congregation, but every congregation, to some degree, wishes to be current. It’s what drives members to arrive in automobiles, to paint and remodel the building, to use powerpoint for lessons and songs, have wifi
access, a (hopefully) updated website, and the like. So long as the tool,
idea, or method for being current is in harmony with Scripture, including
proper stewardship as well as adhering to God’s pattern and authority, we
should be as forward thinking as possible.
Relevance is, perhaps, a more subjective matter. With the maturing of
each succeeding generation, we tend to obsess about whether or not our
planning, actions, communication, and the like are sufficiently relevant to
each generation. In other words, we might ask, “Are we relevant to millennials?” or “Will this resonate with iGens?” There are tools, ideas, and
methods we should use to be “appropriate to the current time, period, or
circumstances.” But, may we not lose sight of the fact that Scripture could
not be more relevant, and it is never more relevant than when it is countercultural. The world’s ideas for how we should dress, talk, think, act, or
respond to God may be the very definition of what’s current, but such is
not relevant to God’s objective right and wrong on those specific matters.
What we teach may be relevant to those areas of concern, but may seem
old-fashioned or not what is being used or done now by the majority.
We must emphasize that in our current circumstances, God’s Word, with
its precepts and principles, is what is relevant! It’s what the world needs,
and it’s what we each need. The church, so long as it boldly, lovingly declares those things, is the very essence of relevant. Let’s just let God’s
Word and not the world define that for us.

RESPONSE TO AN ERRING BROTHER
Ben Wright
A week ago, one of you sent me a text that contained an article written by Jesse Winn. Jesse was supported by this congregation a few years ago in order for him to attend the East Tennessee School of Preaching.
In the article sent to me, there were some very troubling statements about doctrinal stances that Jesse
now takes. In another article he wrote, there is a list of thirty statements that he now believes. Some of
those statements are things in which he and I are in total agreement. However, there are numerous ones
with which there is no way the two of us can be agreed. Since this congregation helped him financially, I
felt that it would be appropriate for me to respond, so I asked him if he would be willing to engage in a
written discussion about those points on which we disagree. He responded that he would be willing to do
that. What will appear after this paragraph is his first point and my response to that point.
Jesse wrote: 1) I believe one is saved at the point of genuine faith (Spirit immersion) and then is baptized as a
sign of said faith.
My response: Salvation occurs when one's sins are removed, because it is our sins which cause us to be and
remain lost as long as those sins remain in our lives. The only way sins are removed is by coming into contact with the blood of Christ (Revelation 1:5). There is no other agent mentioned in scripture that is said to
wash man from his sins. Faith, repentance, confession, prayer, or anything else is never said in scripture to
wash us from our sins. The only way to have sins removed is to come into contact with the blood of Christ.
We know that Jesus shed His blood at His death on the cross (John 19:34). It is through baptism that man
obeys a likeness of the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus according to Romans 6:3-4. Not only that, to
show the point of salvation, one is washed from his/her sins when he/she is baptized (Acts 22:16). There is
no other act that is said to wash away our sins.
The people on the Day of Pentecost who heard the apostles preach by means of inspiration of the Holy
Spirit came to a belief in Jesus as Messiah, otherwise they would not have been “cut to the heart” according to Acts 2:37. They understood that their belief in Jesus was not enough because they asked what they
needed to do. Peter and the other apostles were not inspired to say “You’re good now that you’ve believed. Let’s just show everyone that you do have genuine faith and you can do that by allowing us to baptize you”.
They were inspired to say “Repent and be baptized for the forgiveness of sins”. They had to do two things
in order to have their sins removed, despite the fact that they were now believers in Jesus as the Messiah.
They had to repent of their sin of killing the Son of God, as well as any other sins, and they had to be immersed in water to obtain the forgiveness of the sins for which they were repenting.
Please point out any passage of scripture that tells us that baptism is a sign of faith done once a person is
already saved and is not necessary for the removal of sin. Also, please define “Spirit immersion” and give a
passage that shows what that is.
(My prayer, first of all, is that Jesse repents of the error that he is teaching. Secondly, that no more get carried away by his false doctrine. My aim is to answer each one of the unscriptural points he makes in this
same fashion—BW)

AMAZED BY GOD’S CREATION
(Genesis 1:1-2)
I. Creation of the ________________.
A. Robert Jastrow wrote, “… the ____________ of the universe is the most powerful evidence for the existence of God to ever come out of science”.
B. The force of ____________ must be just right for life to exist.
C. The earth’s relationship to the _________ is vital.
D. ______________ is vital to our continued existence.
E. There is no way that all of this could have happened by _____________.
II. The creation of the _______________.
A. The _____________ Pine is amazing because of its ____________.
1. The bark is like ___________ and, if there is a fire, the plates _______ off.
2. The tree sheds the ___________ bark to survive.
B. The ___________ Pine is amazing because of its ______________.
1. These cones will not open up until a _____________ ________ causes them to.
2. After a fire, the cones open and ___________ the area.
C. If our ___________ didn’t do what it was designed to do, we would die of _________.
1. The body is able to maintain its temperature by _______________.
2. The skin absorbs sun rays that converts chemicals into ____________ ____.
III. The creation of the _____________.
A. When was the last time you thought about a _____________?
1. Seahorses swim ___________, like a submarine.
2. This is possible because they possess a __________ __________ that holds gas.
3. These are the only known animals whose males give _____________.
B. The __________ ____________ ___________ is a ____________ in the ocean.
1. It produces ________ ________ _______ out of its base.
2. Scientists study it in order to ___________ similar cables for our use.

