
 

 

 OUR GOSPEL MEETING WITH DON BLACKWELL STARTS TODAY 

 WE WILL HAVE A MEAL TODAY AFTER OUR AM SERIVICES AND BEFORE OUR PM 
SERVICES MON-WED @ 5:30 

 THERE WILL BE A FISH FRY @ THE BUILDING AUG 11 @ 4 PM. PLEASE BRING 
DRINKS, SIDES, AND/OR DESSERTS. ALL ARE INVITED 

 

AUGUST 
1—Jill Roden 
3—Kim Haynes 
7—Shanna Robbins 
8—Chuck Windham 
12—Madison Gurganus 
18—Glenn Lockhart 
22—Charity Chambers 
28—Braden Wright 
        

AUGUST 

10—Rick & Cindy Pope 

15—Danny & Brenda Rushing 

17—Frank & Wilma Brown 

27—Jack & Barbara Wright 

April Lazenby, Sue Hinds, Joshua Jackson,  

Debra Webb, Patsy Tucker, Debbie Odom, Rob-

ert Turner, Ricky McDonald, David Brown, Kim 

Elliott, J.D. Dailey, Donna Laratta, Kathy Wind-

ham, John Pruitt, Madison Banks, Martha Ann, 

Margie Thomasson, Micah Earnest, Vonciel Phil-

lips, Wanda Self, Bruce Windham, Raymond 

Johnson, Joyce Jacobs,  Mike Miles, Marvin 

White, Jimmy Harrison, Angie Jones, Victor 

Crosby, Brianna Cordell, Bud Howell, Margaret 

Henson, Judith Homer, Mason Chambers, Dan-

ielle Dodd, Mike Myers, Renea Lawson, Chuck 

Peltz, John Aldridge, Tommy Pope, Byron Leith, 

Jan Sims, Jean Griffith, Randy Mays, Lynn Hon-

eycutt, Pete Griffin, Mary Barton, Mason 

Scruggs, Barry Sims, Pauline Lockhart 

 

 

 

 

Aug 5, 2018 

AM: DON BLACKWELL 

PM: DON BLACKWELL 

 

Fred & Romaine Elliott,  Brenda 

Rushing, J.D. Dailey, Wilma Brown, 

Lucille Finn (Princeton, CICU), Asher 

Phillips, Kristee McDonald 

 

 

 

 

 

westwalkerchurchofchrist.org 

Times of service: 

Sunday: 
Bible Class:  
9:30 AM 
Worship:  
10:20 AM & 5 PM 
Wednesday Bible Study: 
7 PM 

 
Elders: 
Carl Myers 
221-0637 
Neil Myers 
924-9289 
Bruce Windham 
221-2348 
 
Deacons: 
Danny Busby 
387-0213 
David Preston 
300-1927 
Kevin Richardson 
295-8864 
Chris Robbins 
388-1354 
Vince Roden 
471-3747 
 
Preacher: 
Ben Wright 
522-8004 
 
 
 

Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow 
Unknown 

 
There are two days in every week that we should not worry 
about, two days that should be kept free from fear and appre-
hension. 
 
One of them is YESTERDAY, with its mistakes and cares, its 
faults and blunders, its aches and pains. Yesterday has passed, 
forever beyond our control. All the money in the world cannot 
bring back yesterday. We cannot undo a single act we per-
formed. Nor can we erase a single word we’ve said--yesterday 
is gone (Psa. 90:4). 
 
The other day we shouldn’t worry about is TOMORROW, with 
its impossible adversaries, its burden, its hopeful promise and 
poor performance. Tomorrow is beyond our control. If God 
wills, tomorrow’s sun will rise, either in splendor or behind a 
mask of clouds--but it will rise. And until it does, we have no 
stake in tomorrow, for it is yet unborn. For you do not know 
what a day may bring forth (Pro. 27:1; Matt. 6:34; Jas. 4:14). 
 
This leaves only one day--TODAY. A person can fight the 
battles of just one day. It is only when we add the burdens of 
yesterday and tomorrow that we break down. It is not the ex-
perience of today that drives people mad--it is the remorse of 
bitterness for something which happened yesterday, and the 
dread of what tomorrow may bring. Let us, therefore live but 
one day at a time! “Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit says: 
‘Today if you will hear His voice, do not harden your 
hearts...” (Heb. 3:7-8). 



 

 

WHY ARE YOU SO AFRAID? 
KEITH HARRIS 

 
Life is filled with moments that grip us with fear. Often, we are held captive by that fear. I once read 
a story of a summer evening thunderstorm that caused fear to sweep over a little five-year-old boy. 
His mother came to tuck him in bed when he asked, “Mommy, will you sleep in here with me to-
night?” She smiled and gave him a warm, loving hug and said tenderly, “Oh, sweetie, I can’t. I have 
to sleep in Daddy’s room tonight.” There was a long silence that was broken by the voice of the little 
boy. “Daddy sure is a big sissy!” 
 
Certainly, life is filled with tough times. Some situations are much more terrifying than others. We 
experience difficulties and hardships that create within us a fear that can overwhelm. We are left 
with decisions to make in these hard times and the struggle over what the best option is often leads 
to more anxiety and worry. These emotions, coupled with the fear we are facing are enough to lead 
some down a path that can warp their faith. In John’s gospel, he shares with the reader the effects 
fear on faith. We read, “Nevertheless, many even of the authorities believed in him [Jesus], but for 
fear of the Pharisees they did not confess it, so that they would not be put out of the synagogue; for 
they loved the glory that comes from man more than the glory that comes from God” (John 12:42-
43). The fear of what the Pharisees would do caused many to remain silent with regard to their faith 
in Jesus as the Messiah. Fear can cripple our faith. 
 
Fear can also blind us to the power of God. It can develop a kind of spiritual amnesia where the 
mighty works of God are forgotten in the midst of challenging moments. Think about the experienc-
es of the disciples of Jesus during his ministry. Mark gives us a great picture of this realty as we see 
their struggle to remember the power Christ possesses. Jesus heals a man with an unclean spirit 
(Mark 1:21-28). We are told that Jesus heals Peter’s mother-in-law and many others who were sick 
or oppressed by demons (Mark 1:29-34). We see Jesus cleansing a leper (Mark 1:40-45). Jesus heals 
a paralytic (Mark 2:1-12). Jesus heals a man with a withered hand (Mark 3:1-6). Many others who 
have heard about Jesus came to him for healing (Mark 3:7-12). All of these events were witnessed 
by the disciples of Jesus. Then we read of an experience they had where fear seemed to blind them 
to this power they have witnessed in Christ. 

“On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, ‘Let us go across to the other side.’ And 
leaving the crowd, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. And other boats were with 
him. And a great windstorm arose, and the waves were breaking into the boat, so that the boat was 
already filling. But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion. And they woke him and said to him, 
‘Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?’ And he awoke and rebuked the wind and said to 
the sea, ‘Peace! Be still!’ And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm. He said to them, ‘Why 
are you so afraid? Have you still no faith?’ And they were filled with great fear and said to one an-
other, ‘Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?’” (Mark 4:35-41). 

 

 

After seeing the power of God at work in the ministry of Jesus, one would think these disci-
ples would have not fear in the midst of this great storm. But they fear for their lives. I can 
picture this scene in my mind. The disciples are frantically bailing out water, some with 
cups and some with their hands. In the chaos of the storm and a flooded boat, Jesus lies 
sleeping…peacefully. How could he do this? Why wasn’t he roused from his slumber by the 
violent nature of this great storm? The frustration and fear of the disciples comes out in 
their rebuking request, “Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” It’s as if they are 
trying to wake Jesus up so he can help them bail water. They are allowing their fear to 
blind them to the only one who can save them. And Jesus responds to them by bringing 
peace in the midst of this storm. But that’s not where he leaves it. He goes on to ask them 
a question that we all should seek to answer personally, “Why are you so afraid?” 
 
This question cuts to the heart of our faith and trust in God. When we face the terrifying 
moments in life, when we are faced with circumstances that leave us gripped with fear, 
what does our faith say about our trust in God as the Great Redeemer?  
 
As Isaiah speaks for God, he gives us a message from the mouth of God that helps us dur-
ing tough times. “But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed 
you, O Israel: “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. 
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall 
not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame 
shall not consume you. For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Sav-
ior” (Isaiah 43:1-3). Fear not because God has redeemed us. He has called us by name. We 
are his. He will be with us through the storms of life. Remember that he is the Lord our 
God. He is the Holy One of Israel. He is our Savior. 
 
Nikita Khrushchev, during his time as premier in the Soviet Union, condemned many of the 
policies and cruelties of Joseph Stalin. Once, as he criticized Stalin in a public meeting, 
Khrushchev was interrupted by a shout from a heckler in the audience. “You were one of 
Stalin’s colleagues. Why didn’t you stop him?” “Who said that?” roared Khrushchev. A long 
silence followed as nobody in the room dared move a muscle. Then Khrushchev replied 
quietly, “Now you know why.” Fear. The problem is at times our fear leaves us motionless 
and speechless. During those time the grip us with fear, we must remember that we are 
redeemed of God, we belong to him and he has called us by name. Our God is with us in 
the storms of life. He is our Savior. Let’s remember who it is that we worship and praise!  

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2012.42-43
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2012.42-43
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%201.21-28
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%201.29-34
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%202.1-12
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%203.7-12
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%204.35-41
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%2043.1-3

