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THE THAILAND “MIRACLE”
James Pilgrim
Likely, each reader watched with eagerness the events unfolding in
Thailand as they searched for the missing soccer players and their
coach. It is equally certain that people around the world watched,
prayed, and even wept as discussions of and plans for their rescue
developed. Many comments were made by news reporters and
others. Among the comments this writer heard were that this “was
pretty much a miracle”, “nothing but a miracle”, and similar comments. People tend to get carried away when tragic things like this
happen. Many are then apt to make emotional comments which
are not based upon the truth. Such was the case here. Was this a
miracle?
Let it be noted that this writer believes in every miracle recorded in
the word of God, whether in the Old Testament or the New Testament. However, the finding and rescue of the soccer team and
coach does not resemble any recorded miracle. Please take time to
read each of the miracles of the scriptures, and you will reach the
same conclusion. Jesus healed all who were brought to Him.
(Matthew 4:23, 24). Consider the miracles of Matthew 8. The leper
of Matthew 8:1-4 was immediately fully cleansed. The palsied grievously tormented servant of a centurion “was healed in the selfsame
hour.” (Matthew 8:5-13). The mother-in-law of Peter was healed of
her fever when Jesus touched her, and she arose and ministered to
them. (Matthew 8:14, 15). Jesus healed all who were brought to
Him. (Matthew 8:16, 17). Even the tempestuous sea became calm
when Jesus rebuked the winds and the sea. (Matthew 8:23-27). The
two possessed with devils were freed of devils when Jesus told
them to “Go.” (Matthew 8:28-34).
Now, look at the miracles of Matthew 9. The palsied sick man arose,
and departed when Jesus told him to do so. (Matthew 9:1-8).
(Continued on next page)

The woman with an issue of blood twelve years was made “whole from that hour” when Jesus
pronounced such. (Matthew 9:20-22). The ruler’s dead daughter “arose” when Jesus took her by
the hand. (Matthew 9:18, 19, 23-26). Two blind men followed Jesus, and cried to Jesus for mercy;
Jesus touched their eyes, and said “According to your faith be it unto you. And their eyes were
opened.” (Matthew 9:27-30). “The devil was cast out” of “A dumb man possessed with a devil”,
and “the dumb spake.” (Matthew 9:32, 33). “And Jesus went about all the cities and villages,
teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness
and every disease among the people.” (Matthew 9:35).

Consider the miracles of Matthew 12. “A man which had his hand withered”, when Jesus told him,
“Stretch forth thine hand. And he stretched it forth” saw it “restored whole, like as the other.” (Matthew 12:10-13). Verse 15 says, “Great multitudes followed him, and he healed them all.”
Verse 22 says, “Then was brought unto him one possessed with a devil, blind, and dumb: and he
healed him, insomuch that the blind and dumb both spake and saw.” Verse 23 says, “And all the
people were amazed, and said, Is not this the son of David?”

THE GREATEST QUESTION EVER ASKED
(Acts 16:25-30)
I. _______________ of the question.
A. “What” shows there is something ______________ of the one asking.
B. “Must” is an ____________ word indicating absolute _____________.
C. “I” indicates the ____________ nature of the question.
D. “Do” indicates _____________ on the part of the asker.
E. “To be saved” shows the ____________ being sought.
II. ______________ of the question being asked.
A. The rich, young __________ came to Jesus (Mark 10:17).
1. Jesus sent him to the Mosaic Law because it was in ___________.

Beloved, from these few verses we may conclude that genuine, real and true miracles were done
without respect of persons; whole, not partial; Immediate, rather than over a period of time;
raised the dead as well as healed the sick; were not selective, but done to all; and were done
where all could see that they were real.
Had the finding, preserving, and rescuing of those in Thailand been miraculous, they would have
been found immediately, rescued immediately, rather than some two and one-half weeks later.
Those trapped would not have suffered hunger and been sent to hospitals. They certainly would
not still be hospitalized. The many people planning how to and saving these precious people, and
the millions of dollars spent would not have been needed.
What does the Bible say about miracles today? 1 Corinthians 12 is a definition of spiritual gifts, especially verses 1-11. Chapter 13 speaks of the duration of these spiritual gifts, telling us that they
will “fail...cease...vanish away.” (Verse 8). Verse 10 tells us when that will happen, “when that
which is perfect is come.” Verse 13 says, “And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but
the greatest of these is charity.” Nothing is said about spiritual gifts remaining. However, listening
to some, one would think spiritual gifts remains, and is the greatest of all others. Chapter 14 informs us of the discharge of these spiritual gifts. Since we do not receive new revelations today,
this also has ceased. “The perfect law of liberty” has come. (James 1:25). Therefore, the “part”,
spiritual gifts (1 Corinthians 12:1-11;13:8-10) has ceased. The events of Thailand were, therefore,
not miraculous. The events of locating the team, finding the team, and rescuing the team, did not
involve miracles.

2. There are those who only __________what they want.
B. During the events of ___________ (Acts 2).
1. They had been brought to ___________ during the sermon.
2. Peter told them to ___________ and be _____________.
C. ___________ on the road to _____________ (Acts 9:3-6).
1. This encounter did not __________ Saul.
2. Saul _________ in Jesus and _________ but ________ something (Acts 22:16).

D. The ____________ jailor (Acts 16:25-30).
1. The jailor was told to ____________ on Jesus (Acts 16:31).
2. They still ___________ to him so he could ___________.
III. ____________ of the various answers.
A. The Philippian jailor did not yet ____________ in Jesus.
1. If anything, he was a ____________.
2. He had to believe __________.
B. The people on Pentecost believed, but needed to ___________ and be ___________.
C. Saul was a believer and had repented, but he needed to be ____________.
D. Each was answer __________ because they were at different points in their _______.

