



REMEMBER TODAY’ IS A 5TH SUNDAY AND THE ELDERS WILL SET THIS CONTRIBUTION ASIDE TO USE AID IN A RELIEF EFFORT WHEN ONE ARISES
OUR GOSPEL MEETING WITH DON BLACKWELL IS AUG 5-8
WE WILL HAVE A MEAL AFTER SUNDAY AM SERIVICE AND BEFORE OUR PM SERVICES MON-WED @ 5:30

AUGUST
1—Jill Roden
3—Kim Haynes
7—Shanna Robbins
8—Chuck Windham
12—Madison Gurganus
18—Glenn Lockhart
22—Charity Chambers
28—Braden Wright

AUGUST
10—Rick & Cindy Pope
15—Danny & Brenda Rushing
17—Frank & Wilma Brown
27—Jack & Barbara Wright
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well that is going for dear old Dad! Picking a name is tricky. Some
parents love to include family names to honor a particular relative
while trying not to offend others. Some couples just search for a
name that is unique. Of course, the first, middle, and last names
must flow together, and the initials must be examined carefully!

In all this discussion about names, I have started thinking about the
importance of names throughout history. Throughout the Bible, we
see several name changes that had significant meaning.
 In Genesis 17 Abram’s name is changed to Abraham, a name
that means “Father of Multitudes” (Sarai is also changed to Sarah).
 In Genesis 32 Jacob’s name is changed to Israel which means
“May God Prevail.”
In John 1:42 Simon’s name is changed to Peter.
 In his post-conversion life, Saul stops going by his Hebrew name
and starts using the more common Paul. This is not so much a
name change (Jesus did not change it as is commonly taught), but a
way of reaching the Gentiles as a missionary.
We also remember that conquering could lead to name changes
like the young men taken to Babylon.
In a much broader context, the Bible discusses the importance of a
name as it attached to reputation:
Proverbs 22:1 – “A good name is more desirable than great riches;
to be esteemed is better than silver or gold.”
Ecclesiastes 7:1 – “A good name is better than fine perfume.”

The Bible has a lot to say about names, but it is somewhat strange that we don’t see the title
Christian used that much in the sacred text. Acts 11:26 says “the disciples were first called Christians at Antioch.”In Acts 26:28 Agrippa uses the designation, and then Peter talks about Christians
suffering in 1 Peter 4:16.
This isn’t a huge deal, but it does make me think that maybe our names and titles are not of tremendous significance. What DOES matter is the name of who we serve. Christian simply means
follower of Jesus Christ, and the Bible is clear about the importance of HIS name. Notice some of
the descriptions that are used for our Lord.
The Word – John 1:1
Creator – 1 Cor. 1:16-17
Messiah – John 1:41

LANDMIINES IN CONFLICT RESOLUTION
Neal Pollard
"I." The late Wendell Winkler once said that beneath most marital conflict is basic selfishness.
"What about my needs?" "What have you done for me?" "I am not happy, fulfilled, etc." The Bible
warns of the destructive nature of selfishness (Luke 9:23; Eph. 4:22,24; Phil. 2:3; 2 Tim. 3:2)! One
of the most frequent casualties of selfishness is marital happiness.
"You." This is really the other side of the conflict coin that blows up progress and growth in relationships. If selfishness is blind to the needs and concerns of the other person, blame and deflection is the total denial of guilt or shared responsibility. "You don't treat me right." "Why don't you
pull your weight?" "You are not enough of 'X' or too much of 'Y'!" Accusation, which puts one's mate on the defensive, is a poor framework for resolving conflict. The very first couple played the
blame game, to no avail and with no success.

Lamb of God – John 1:29
Atoning Sacrifice – 1 John 4:10
Shepherd – John 10:11
Great High Priest – Heb. 4:14
Advocate – 1 John 2:1
Mediator – 1 Tim. 2:5

These are just a few of the many descriptions of Jesus. He is designated very poignantly in Isaiah
9:6 as “Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” The power of the
name Christian is in the name of Christ!
In Philippians 2:9-11, Paul describes the glory of Jesus’ name in one of the most powerful passages
in all of scripture. Names are important. We should strive to have a good reputation that represents our family well. However, that is not what gives our lives meaning. We are CHRISTIANS, and
we are given everything because of the power of the name of Jesus!
“Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, that
at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those
under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father.”

"They." A mirage is "something that appears real or possible but is not in fact so." We usually think
of a mirage in the desert, an optical illusion created by extreme conditions. How often do married
couples in conflict see marital mirages? A couple is hurting, and as they look across the burning
sand they see "perfect couples" and "perfect marriages." We are not helping ourselves by comparing ourselves to what is not what it appears anyway (cf. 2 Cor. 10:12). Every marriage is comprised
of flawed, sinful people who are constantly faced with overcoming. Whatever you think you see in
other couples "is not in fact so."
"God." Now, hear me well. God is the answer to all conflict, if we consult Him. Yet, when we blame
God or let conflict affect our faith, then our attitude toward God can become a major landmine
preventing resolution. "God doesn't care." "God isn't listening to my cries and prayers." "Where is
God when I need Him?" Trials are going to test our faith, but be careful not to give God credit for
blame that rests upon us and our spouses.
The good news is that "I," "you," "they," and "God" can all play a fruitful role in resolving conflict.
When "I" am humble and honest and focus on my role and responsibility, good will result. When
"you" are treasured, valued, and sincerely loved, things will start looking up. When "they" are reasonably treated as role-models and inspiration, it can be helpful. When "God" is totally trusted and
obeyed, there is no insurmountable problem! I wish marriage had no saboteurs or hazards, but the
best of them do. Let's work to avoid triggering them, trusting that God's pattern for everything,
including marriage, gives us the best shot at success.

