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Times of service:
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Bruce Windham
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Do The Right
Dwight Butler
We have no right to do what we like, but only what is right. Man
has chosen a destructive path through life by following selfish desires. Adam and Eve complied with the solicitation of the flesh in
Eden. That decision continues to curse their progeny.
Why did they choose what they liked rather that what was right?
Man left to his “likes” will soon be consumed by his selfishness. It
is not in man to “direct his own steps” (Jer. 10:23). Man must seek
the answer from outside himself for what is right. God has provided a means for determining that which leads to a righteous life.
Those following their “likes” will not like what they ultimately receive.
A “thus saith the Lord” eliminates uncertainty. You may be thrilled
over something that is not right. The penal system houses multitudes that liked what they were doing, but their deeds were not
deemed right by society. They didn’t have the law backing their
behavior. Those who liked their lifestyle will be among the occupants of hell. Heaven is reserved for the ones approved as right by
the Word of God.
People can approve anything if the only standard is their “likes and
dislikes.” The judgment will not be based on what appealed to you
during your earthly journey. The Bible, God’s standard of right, will
be opened (John 12:48). It is a wise choice to know what the scriptures teach. Study your Bible, attend Bible class, and use every opportunity to learn the right way. Don’t base your soul on what you
like, but what God says is right.

WHERE DO YOU STAND
Dennis Gulledge
Orthodoxy? The word orthodox means, “correct teaching.” Orthodox religion (i.e., Greek) originated
centuries this side of the Lord’s church (Acts 2). Orthodoxy in the New Testament would be
“sound doctrine” (1 Tim. 1:10; 2 Tim. 4:3; Tit. 1:9, 13; 2:1); “The form of sound words” (2 Tim.
1:13), or, “sound speech” (Tit. 2:8).
Conservatism? This is the disposition to preserve and adhere to existing conditions, institutions, laws,
etc., and to oppose change. If one is Biblically orthodox he is generally conservative. New Testament orthodoxy is to be preserved for all time (Mt. 28:20). There is extreme “right wing” conservatism – human legalism (anti-ism). It restricts in those areas wherein God has given us freedom.
Fundamentalism? This is adherence to that which is considered fundamental or basic. Fundamentalism was a religious movement in various Protestant denominations that began after the turn of
the 20th century in reaction to evolutionary theories and Biblical criticism of the late 19th The
movement emphasized such Biblically fundamental teachings as the inspiration and inerrancy of
the Scriptures, creation and miracles of the Bible (virgin birth and literal resurrection of Jesus).
Liberalism? It is opposed to conservatism. It is not so much a school of thought as it is a spirit. It almost defies definition. Liberalism is an attitude that shows itself in actions, doctrines and words
that affect the lives and spiritual welfare of all.
Liberalism rejects the Bible as God’s pattern authority by labeling it a “paper Pope” and ridiculing the use
of New Testament authority as “line-item theology” (Rubel Shelly & Randall J. Harris, The Second Incarnation, p. 57). Liberalism says that truth is relative – that we are pilgrims in search of it, but we never really
land on the Plymouth Rock of truth. Liberalism says that one can know only what he may personally experience. Liberals speak of “personal encounter with God,” “encountering God,” or, “experiences of confrontation.”
Modernism? Modernism is a rejection of the miraculous element of the Bible; a rejection of Bible inspiration; a rejection of the deity of Christ; over all, a rejection of the fundamentals of faith in
Christ. It is the name of a procedure that, because of an anti-supernatural bias, endeavors to reinterpret certain historical material in the Bible. Everything in the Bible of a supernatural nature is
considered myth, legend, fable or folklore. All modernism is liberalism. Not all liberalism is
modernism.
Scriptural? Some people object to the use of such titles, and though sometimes abused they are
good when applied within their proper context. If we are scriptural we will be orthodox
(doctrinally sound), conservative (opposed to unauthorized change), fundamental (adhering to all
fundamental truths), and liberal in our giving (2 Cor. 9:13). To be scriptural is to be right in Christ
regardless of man’s label.

CAN I OR SHOULD I? - Philip Tomlin

Have you ever heard a brother or sister in Christ, in an attempt to justify some questionable action, say something like this: “Where in the Bible does it say I can’t do
that?” If we are being honest, we have probably all asked this question ourselves at
one time or another. I know I have. But is this the right question to be asking? Usually, the simple answer to this question is, “The Bible doesn’t expressly forbid this
action.” The Bible does not explicitly issue a “thou shalt not” for every sinful action.
That would be impossible. But the Bible is abundantly clear about the kind of people we should be and the kind of lives we should live.
We are called to be Holy, as God is Holy (1 Peter 1:16). We are to let our lights shine
in this dark world (Matthew 5:16). We are to present our bodies as living sacrifices
to God (Romans 12:1). These passages don’t tell us specifically which actions to take
and which actions to avoid, but rather they provide us with the principles by which
we are to live. Our goal as Christians is ultimately to glorify our Father in Heaven
(Matthew 5:16). If we live our lives with this goal in mind, many choices will become
much clearer.
If we are truly being honest with ourselves, we will admit that most of the time, it is
obvious which deeds we should do and which we should leave undone. But if a specific act comes into question, here is a test to help us determine whether or not we
should do it. Galatians 5:19-21 lists the works of the flesh. Galatians 5:22-23 lists
the fruit of the Spirit. If you were forced to put the act in question into one of these
two groups, to which group would it belong? Rather than asking, “Where in the Bible does it say I can’t do that,” we should be asking, “Does this help me glorify
God.” Rather than asking, “What can I get away with,” we should be asking, “What
can I do to help people get to Heaven.”
“For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion
to the flesh, but by love serve one another” (Galatians 5:13). Remember, just because I CAN do something, doesn’t mean that I SHOULD.

