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MISSION EMPHASIS SUNDAY WILL BE OCT 14TH WITH RICKY BERGER AND STEVEN NELSON
 ELDERS & DEACONS MEETING TONIGHT AFTER SERVICES

OCTOBER
3—Sheila Windham
5—Wilma Brown
11—Fred Elliott

OCTOBER
1—Hoyt & Faye Sims
28—Danny & Robin Busby
30—David & Brandi Preston

Fred & Romaine Elliott, J.D. & Bobbie Dailey, Bettye Henderson

Oct 14, 2018
AM: RICKY BERGER
PM: STEPHEN NELSON

April Lazenby, Sue Hinds, Joshua Jackson,
Debra Webb, Patsy Tucker, Debbie Odom, Robert Turner, Ricky McDonald, David Brown, Kim
Elliott, J.D. Dailey, Donna Laratta, Kathy Windham, John Pruitt, Madison Banks, Martha Ann,
Margie Thomasson, Micah Earnest, Vonciel Phillips, Wanda Self, Bruce Windham, Raymond
Johnson, Joyce Jacobs, Mike Miles, Marvin
White, Jimmy Harrison, Angie Jones, Victor
Crosby, Brianna Cordell, Bud Howell, Margaret
Henson, Judith Homer, Mason Chambers, Danielle Dodd, Mike Myers, Renea Lawson, Chuck
Peltz, John Aldridge, Tommy Pope, Byron Leith,
Jan Sims, Jean Griffith, Randy Mays, Lynn Honeycutt, Pete Griffin, Mason Scruggs, Barry Sims,
Pauline Lockhart, Sandra Hunt

Times of service:
Sunday:
Bible Class:
9:30 AM
Worship:
10:20 AM & 5 PM
Wednesday Bible Study:
7 PM

Elders:
Carl Myers
221-0637
Neil Myers
924-9289
Bruce Windham
221-2348
Deacons:
Danny Busby
300-0966
David Preston
300-1927
Kevin Richardson
295-8864
Chris Robbins
388-1354
Vince Roden
471-3747
Preacher:
Ben Wright
522-8004

“Lord, Who May Abide In Your Tabernacle?”
Mike Riley
Psalm 15 gives a vivid picture of the person whose conduct grows out of fellowship with the living God. The
question, “Lord, who may abide in Your tabernacle?” (Psalm 15:1) is answered with examples from everyday living:
“He who walks uprightly, and works righteousness, and
speaks the truth in his heart” (Psalm 15:2).

The Psalmist goes on to describe honest relationships
with neighbors and friends (Psalm 15:3-4), along with integrity in business and financial matters (Psalm 15:5).
The Psalmist ends with these words:
“He who does these things shall never be
moved” (Psalm 15:5; cf. 2 Peter 1:5-10).
Brethren and friends, ethical living is more than just a
concept. It is a powerful means of demonstrating the
presence of the living Christ in our daily lives (Gal. 2:20;
cf. Acts 10:38).
Doing what is right, is always right.
Even if we were billionaires, there would be no richer legacy that we could leave our children as rich as moral integrity.

MISSION OF THE CHURCH—David J. Riggs
The primary mission of he church is to declare the divine message which will save the souls of
men. Paul called the church: "the pillar and ground of the truth" (1 Tim. 3:15). It is the pillar and
ground of the truth because it teaches and upholds the truth; it supports that which makes men
free (John 8:32). It teaches and upholds the gospel--the power of God to salvation (Rom. 1:16).
Those who made up the primitive church were busily engaged in this great mission. "At that time
a great persecution arose against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered
throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles...Therefore those who were
scattered went everywhere preaching the word." (Acts 8:1,4). "For from you the word of the
Lord has sounded forth, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place. Your faith toward God has gone out, so that we do not need to say anything." (1 Thess. 1:8). This should be
the primary mission for the church today - "Sound forth the Word of the Lord." In so doing, souls
will be saved. There is no greater service which can be offered to mankind.
The church of the Lord is not a social club. Churches of today use all kinds of gimmicks and
man made inventions in order to win and hold members. Instead of offering the Word of God
only, as did the early Christians, they offer food, recreation or entertainment. This reduces the
church to nothing but a social club or an entertainment society. The Bible says, "The kingdom of
God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit." (Rom.
14:17). "If anyone is hungry, let him eat at home..." (1 Cor. 11:34). The apostles and early Christians never tried to win and hold members by offering food or entertainment. They simply
offered "the implanted word, which is able to save your souls." (James 1:21).
The church of the Lord is not a social reform society. When the gospel is taught, society is reformed only as a by-product. When the Word of God changes the hearts of men, they reform
their own society. They make their own community a better place to live. The primary concern,
therefore, "sound forth the Word of the Lord." It will get the job done. "For the word of God is
living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the
heart." (Heb. 4:12). "So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; it shall not return to
Me void, but it shall accomplish what I please, and it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent
it." (Isa 55:11)
Many churches today, however, are going at this in reverse order. One well illustrated it by
saying, "Churches today are more concerned about healing the sores of Lazarus than about
changing the heart of the rich man!" Also, "Jesus didn't come to get the people out of the slums,
but the slums out of the people!" If we reform and change society only, we haven't yet accomplished anything toward the saving of people's souls. However, if we preach the soul-saving message (the gospel of Christ), we not only reform society, but we prepare individuals to meet God
in judgment.
Again, the mission of the church is to declare the divine message, and there is no greater service that can be rendered.

Conversions In Corinth
Joe Slater
Paul’s ministry in Corinth (Acts 18) shows how he accomplished the task of world evangelism that Jesus had given to the apostles. “Preach the gospel to every creature,” Jesus had
commanded. “He who believes and is baptized will be saved” (Mark 16:15, 16a). Proclaiming the good news of salvation through Christ is still our job today. Let us benefit from
Paul’s example:
He had the right method. “And he reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath and persuaded both Jews and Greeks” (Acts 18:4). Paul reasoned with people and persuaded them. He
made his case for Christ with sound, logical arguments. Then he called upon his hearers to
believe and obey. Persuasion may include an element of emotion, but appeals to emotion
are appropriate only after the truth has been established by sound reasoning.
Paul was no bigot; his audience included both Jews and God - fearing Greeks (Gentiles).
We, likewise, should be reasoning with and persuading people regardless of race, ethnicity,
economic status, and other social factors.
Paul also knew when to quit. “But when they opposed him and blasphemed, he shook his
garments and said to them, ‘Your blood be upon your own heads; I am clean. From now on
, I will go to the Gentiles’” (v. 6). Continuing to preach to the synagogue crowd would have
been like beating the proverbial dead horse. Jesus Himself had told His apostles not to
waste their time and energy on people who reject the gospel (Matthew 10:14). As much
as it hurts, we, too, must curtail our efforts with those who have heard but refuse to believe and obey.
Multiplied millions have never heard the good news – we must turn our attention to them.
Due to the diligent work of Paul and his companions, “many of the Corinthians, hearing,
believed and were baptized” (v. 8). They heard because Paul reasoned and persuaded.
They believed because “faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God” (Romans
10:17). They were baptized because that is the essential response to the gospel that Jesus
and the apostles taught. “He who believes and is baptized will be saved” (Mark 16:16a);
“Repent, and . . . be baptized . . . for the remission of sins” (Acts 2:38).
Let us, like Paul, reason with everyone who will listen, and persuade them to obey the gospel!

