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RESPONSE TO AN ERRING BROTHER (Pt. 3) 
You stated: 5) I believe that the fate of the wicked ends in total de-
struction, not eternal conscious torment.  
My response: This belief is dangerous, not only because it is false, but 

because it gives false hope to those who are in sin. There really is not a 

difference between this idea and that held by atheists, that once death 

occurs, a person ceases to exist in any way. If I can live my life how I want 

to, without any regards for doing the will of God, and all that will happen 

to me is that I will cease to exist, and not experience any type of punish-

ment, then why live for God in a way that is demanding and restrictive, 

as many view the life of a Christian? That would seem to be a pretty good 

trade off. 

     The problem with this is that the scriptures very plainly teach that a 

person who is separated from God by sin at death will suffer eternal con-

scious torment. If such is not the case, the Lord’s telling of the account of 

the rich man and Lazarus in Luke 16:19-31 is pointless. Jesus explicitly 

reveals that the rich man, who died separated from God because of sin, 

was fully conscious and aware of his state, and was in torment because 

of that sin. There is debate whether or not this account is a parable or 

true account. If it is a parable, parables still taught truth, so the torment 

in which the rich man found himself would be true. If it is an account of a 

particular situation of which the Lord has made us aware, it teaches tor-

ment to be true. In either case, parable or factual account, torment is 

presented as real, lasting, and dreadful. As a preacher, how could you 

preach this text in any way without presenting torment as being real, 

eternal, and awful and remain true to the text? 

     Another problem you have with the total destruction idea is what is 

found in Matt. 25. In that chapter, we have the words of Jesus telling 

what will take place at the great day of separation, when the sinners are 

on the left and the saints on the right. When Jesus finished explaining 

how the sheep ended up on the right and the goats on the left, He ended 

the teaching with these words: “And these shall go away into everlasting 

punishment: but the righteous into life eternal” (Matt. 25:46). The words 



 

 

  
“everlasting” and “eternal” are the exact same Greek words. I do not know the reason that the translators 

did not use the same English word each time. It doesn’t matter though. The Greek word is the same, 

meaning that however long the punishment is, is how long the life will be. However long the life will be, is 

how long the punishment will be. There is absolutely no distinction between the two words. Total annihi-

lation or destruction as you believe means everything ends and there is nothing left. This idea is refuted 

by Matt. 25:46. The stay of the righteous in heaven will last as long as the stay of the wicked in hell. 

     Some have used Matt. 7:13 to promote this false doctrine. Jesus is recorded by inspiration as saying, 

“Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and 

many there be which go in thereat”. Those that believe in total destruction use this verse because Jesus 

said that the broad way leads to “destruction”. This word when used passively as in this verse, according 

to Thayer, means, “a perishing, ruin, destruction”. But notice what he wrote about its use in Matt. 7:13: 

“in particular, the destruction which consists in the loss of eternal life, eternal misery, perdition”. What is 

interesting is this same word is found in Rev. 17:8, where it is found translated as “perdition”, speaking of 

the beast that opposes God. The beast was sent to perdition because of its having opposed God on this 

earth. But notice what is written in Rev. 20:10: “And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of 

fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for 

ever and ever.” The beast, along with Satan and the false prophet, were cast into a realm where there 

would be torment “day and night for ever and ever”. “Perdition”, in Rev. 17:8, is the same word as 

“destruction” in Matt. 7:13. Inspiration allows us to know how long “destruction” or “perdition” last, when 

it is described for us in Rev. 20:10. The Bible is its own best commentary if we allow it to be, and not force 

our beliefs on the text. One of your beliefs states that the Bible is to be used correctly and respected. 

When we allow it to define its own terms, we use it correctly and respect it. 

     There is also a tremendous problem with this false idea when looking at the word “destroy” in Matt. 

10:28. This verse is often cited by those that believe this false idea. “And fear not them which kill the 

body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in 

hell”. The word “destroy”, according to Thayer, means “to put out of the way entirely, abolish, put an end 

to, ruin”. But notice what he wrote about it concerning Matt. 10:28: “metaph. to devote or give over to 

eternal misery: Mt. x. 28”. In Vine’s comments on this word, he wrote, “The idea is not extinction but ruin, 

loss, not of being, but of wellbeing”. He then went on to show how that has to be case based on the way it 

is used in other verses. For instance, the same Greek word is found twice in Luke 15:4: “What man of you, 

having an hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness, 

and go after that which is lost, until he find it?”. The words “lose” and “that which is lost” are derived from 

this word translated “destroy” that is the basis for the false idea of total destruction. Did the shepherd 

lose the sheep to total destruction? Absolutely not, because he went out and found the sheep. The sheep 

was lost and its wellbeing was in jeopardy. This word is found many other times in the New Testament 

and the same point can be made each time. This Greek word is never used to describe something that has 

gone completely out of existence. 

 
 

 

ONE THING 

 

I.   One thing I have ____________ (Psalm 27:4). 

 A.   The house of the Lord is the place of _____________. 

 B.   David wanted to behold the __________ of the Lord. 

 C.   David had his _____________ right. 

 D.   David wanted to ____________ of the Lord. 

II.   One thing you _____________ (Mark 10:21). 

 A.   This young man ____________ up very well. 

 B.   His problem was the love of ______________. 

 C.   Everyone has at least one _____________. 

III.   One thing I _____________ (John 9:25). 

 A.   The Jews were accusing Jesus of being a _______________. 

 B.   The man ___________ that he knew one thing and that was he could see. 

 C.   We do know that Jesus is the _____________. 

 D.   Being ____________ of this fact, we will live for Jesus. 

 E.   Like the blind man, we were once in _____________. 

IV.   One thing is ____________ (Luke 10:42). 

 A.   Martha was trying to be a good _____________. 

 B.   Mary was wise enough to see what was more _____________. 

 C.   Many of us _________ to put the Lord first in our lives. 

 D.   The __________ of the world choke Him out of our lives. 

V. One thing I ________ (Philippians 3:13). 

 A.   Paul __________ the past and reached ____________. 

 B.   When Paul wrote this, he was a ______________ in Rome. 

 C.   There are many things we should _____________. 


