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TODAY’S CONTRIBUTION GOAL IS $7,500 WHICH WILL BE SENT TO GBN TO HELP PURCHASE
NEEDED EQUIPMENT
 OCT 14TH IS MISSION EMPHASIS SUNDAY. RICKY BERGER AND STEVEN NELSON (EUTAW) WILL
BE WITH US

SEPTEMBER
10—Romaine Elliott
24—Charlie Richardson
30—Deloris Brown & Margie Mays
OCTOBER
3—Sheila Windham
5—Wilma Brown
11—Fred Elliott

SEPTEMBER
3—Chuck & Trish Windham
19—David & Margaret Barton
OCTOBER
1—Hoyt & Faye Sims
28—Danny & Robin Busby
30—David & Brandi Preston

Fred & Romaine Elliott, Bettye Henderson (Shadescrest Rm 111), Brandi Preston

Sep 30, 2018
AM: CALEB ALDRIDGE
PM: JASON MOORE

April Lazenby, Sue Hinds, Joshua Jackson,
Debra Webb, Patsy Tucker, Debbie Odom, Robert Turner, Ricky McDonald, David Brown, Kim
Elliott, J.D. Dailey, Donna Laratta, Kathy Windham, John Pruitt, Madison Banks, Martha Ann,
Margie Thomasson, Micah Earnest, Vonciel Phillips, Wanda Self, Bruce Windham, Raymond
Johnson, Joyce Jacobs, Mike Miles, Marvin
White, Jimmy Harrison, Angie Jones, Victor
Crosby, Brianna Cordell, Bud Howell, Margaret
Henson, Judith Homer, Mason Chambers, Danielle Dodd, Mike Myers, Renea Lawson, Chuck
Peltz, John Aldridge, Tommy Pope, Byron Leith,
Jan Sims, Jean Griffith, Randy Mays, Lynn Honeycutt, Pete Griffin, Mary Barton, Mason
Scruggs, Pauline Lockhart, Mike Browning, Sandra Hunt, Ray Hagood, Brenda Rushing

Times of service:
Sunday:
Bible Class:
9:30 AM
Worship:
10:20 AM & 5 PM
Wednesday Bible Study:
7 PM

Elders:
Carl Myers
221-0637
Neil Myers
924-9289
Bruce Windham
221-2348
Deacons:
Danny Busby
300-0966
David Preston
300-1927
Kevin Richardson
295-8864
Chris Robbins
388-1354
Vince Roden
471-3747
Preacher:
Ben Wright
522-8004

Prayer
Craig Evans
Prayer is a vital aspect of a Christian’s life. It is our opportunity to
go before the throne of God and express our great appreciation for
Him, tell Him of our struggles, and bring our innermost desires and
requests before Him. It is an awesome thought that we have access to God, who by His omnipotence spoke the world into existence, and by His omniscience knows all about us, and by His omnibenevolence sent His son to die on a cross to save us from our sins.
A God that is all-powerful, all-knowing, and all-loving will hear me.
This week as you enter God’s throne room there are some things
that you can pray for:
- The brotherhood - that it may love one another and hold God’s
word as its standard of practice and attitude.
- The local congregation - that we may be strong in God’s word,
united, caring, and evangelistic.
- World leaders - that they may rely on God’s word for truth so
that peace may abound.
- Families - that marriages would be strong, and parents would
bring their children up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord
and children will honor their parents.
- The lost - that they may come to a knowledge of God and put
Christ on in baptism and live for Him.
- The hurting - that they may be comforted and see God as that
comfort.
Paul tells us in 1 Thess. 5.17 “Pray without ceasing.” Let us never
take the wonderful gift of prayer for granted.

LOSING HISTORY
David Dixon
There is an old saying that those who do not know history are doomed to repeat it. Most of us have lived long
enough to have seen the verity of this statement with our own eyes. Our children make the same mistakes we did
when we were their ages, and no amount of warning from us will deter them from their paths. Our society seems to
want to ignore the mistakes of great civilizations of the past, especially regarding the degradation of the family and
the elevation of entertainment, for which it appears we will suffer the same fate eventually. Invariably, life occurs in
cycles.
On the night of September 2, 2018, a fire devastated Brazil’s National Museum in Rio de Janeiro. The museum was
founded in 1818, and housed artifacts that cannot be replaced. It was a monumental catastrophe in the history and
science communities. The losses will be felt not only in Brazil, but throughout the world. Examples of some of the
items which were lost forever include the skull of Luzia, considered one of South America’s oldest human fossils; the
bones of a long-necked dinosaur unique to Brazil; and many items belonging to the Portuguese royal family as they
fled to Rio to escape Napoleon in 1807. These items are lost forever and cannot be recovered.
As Christians, our pasts have been wiped clean. When we obey the Gospel of Jesus Christ, God forgives our sins and
removes them from His memory. They are gone. He will never bring them up again or remind us of who we used to
be. But in our minds, the memories will always be there. We can know we are forgiven and we can be completely
different people with no desire to ever return to that old way of life, but we cannot forget what it was like to commit those sins. Our minds can and should be transformed to no longer desiring to engage in those behaviors, but we
still remember. This is why the image of a burning museum should resonate with us as followers of Jesus Christ. Just
as those priceless relics cannot be recovered, so our past sins are gone forever. We may remember what it was like
to be that person and think with that logic, but we are so different now a return to that mindset is all but impossible. This is how complete our repentance needs to be.

Paul is the perfect example of this kind of change. When he first became a Christian, his fellow followers of Jesus
had a hard time believing he had been converted (Acts 9:21, 26). Paul did not let the doubts of these Christians slow
him down, however. Upon his conversion, he immediately began to teach and preach that Jesus was indeed the
Christ. Later in his life, after he had helped the Gentiles of the world receive the soul-saving message of Jesus Christ,
it was the Jews who kept bringing up Paul’s past. In Jerusalem, the Jews were infuriated that Paul, who had once
been their most promising prospect, would return and try to convert them to Christianity. Still, Paul did not let his
past re-emerge in his present. Paul’s former life as a zealous Pharisee and persecutor of the Church could not be
recovered. It was gone forever.
Do the sins from which you have been redeemed by the blood of Jesus Christ keep rising from the ashes in your life?
Does your old way of life keep rebooting like an old computer in your present? Think of the destructive power of
fire. This is how complete your forgiveness is now, but it is also the danger of slipping back into that old form. The
eternal fires of Hell are reserved for the unfaithful. Let go of your past, and start rewriting your future.

Yours Today, But What About Tomorrow?
Steve Higginbotham
A couple of years ago, a brother in Florida gave me a coin that he had uncovered in Europe
more than 50 years earlier. The coin is a Sestertius with the image of the Roman Emperor,
Hadrian engraved on it. That places the date of this coin from 118-132 A.D.
My friend who gave me this coin happened to uncover 150 other coins in the same spot.
Apparently, 1900 years ago, someone buried some money in the ground for safe-keeping,
and for whatever reason, never recovered his treasure.
As I have held this coin in my hand, I have examined it closely and have mused about the
person who buried it. What was the person like who once owned this coin? Was this all he
had, or did he have money buried in several “stashes?” What did he have to do to earn this
coin? etc. But the thought that impacts me the most is that this coin once belonged to another person who lived nearly 2000 years ago, and now what was once his is now mine.

When I consider this thought, it seems to help put life into perspective for me. What’s
“mine” is only “mine” temporarily. Things for which we work so hard, and value so much, in
a few short years will either be trashed or held in the hands of another person. What’s
yours today will belong to someone else tomorrow.
In light of this truth, why would I spend my life in a pursuit of that which I cannot keep?
Consider the futility of grasping for that which remains mine only for a short time. All the
thought, expense, and work expended to own something that someone else will take from
me is vanity! Would it not be a much wiser course of action to pursue treasure that will
survive the grave, and be mine forever?
Friends, don’t fall in love with money, fall in love with the Lord. Don’t allow your life to be
characterized by your pursuit of money, but rather let it be summarized by your pursuit of
God. Someday, probably sooner than you realize, all the money that is yours will belong to
someone else. When that day comes, it won’t matter what’s in your hands, for your hands
will be empty. What will matter is whether the Lord is in your heart, for he is your only
hope of glory (Colossians 1:27).
Remember, a million dollars and a bale of hay will be worth the same on judgment day!

