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Doing God’s Will
Ron Boatwright
How do we make sure that we are among the few who are
saved and not among the many who are lost (Matthew 7:1314)? Jesus says in Matthew 7:21-23, "Not everyone who says to
Me, Lord, Lord, shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who
does the will of my Father in heaven. Many will say to Me in that
day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, and cast
out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your
name? And then will I declare to them, I never knew you, depart
from Me, you who practice lawlessness". If we believe and call Jesus, "Lord, Lord", we are still lost if we have not done God’s will.
On Judgment Day many will be pleading with Jesus, calling him
Lord, Lord, and reminding him of the many wonderful works that
they had done in His name, but He will say unto them, "I never
knew you, depart from Me you who practice lawlessness”. Why? Why? They had not done the will of the Father in
heaven. The worst thing that will ever be said to an individual is
when the Lord on Judgment Day says to the majority of people,
"Depart from Me, I never knew you". There will be no appeal to
this decision. We have to get it right the first time.
These people in the above scripture seemed to be honest, but
they were honestly mistaken as the majority of people are today. Apparently they were good people, because they had "done
many wonderful works". But they had not done the will of the Father, which is in heaven. No single condition, that God imposes,
can be ignored. God has no non-essential commands. When we
fail to obey a command of God, we have just broken it. We must
obey God by doing what God says to do, when God says to do it,
how God says to do it, and for the reason God says to do it. Nothing is more important than pleasing God by doing His will so that
we can go to Heaven. God’s will is found right in our Bibles.

WHAT I LIKE SPEAKS VOLUMES—Adam Faugh

I know that I am going to step on some toes with this article. I know that because, as I have
thought about writing it, my toes have been a bit tender Still, I felt this was something that needed to be said, as Christians seek to navigate living holy lives in every arena of life, including the
social media world.

AMAZED BY GOD’S SALVATION
(2 Thessalonians 2:13-17)
I. The ____________ (2 Th. 2:13-14).

It seems to happen constantly, and it truly concerns me. Someone puts a post on Facebook or a
picture on Instagram, and the comments and “likes” (or “hearts”) start coming in. It’s great…or is
it?

A. God’s process for saving mankind was ____________ in the beginning.
B. The plan involves ___________ of the Spirit and __________ of the truth.

C. Sanctification of the Spirit is ____________ part in the process.
Well, like so many other things, it depends. Too often, Christians feel like they have to “like” virtually anything someone does. After all, a post is getting so many “likes” from other people;
wouldn’t it be cruel or uncaring to not “like” it, too? Or, it seems this person thinks this is worth
sharing, and it makes them happy, so shouldn’t I “like” that they are happy?
Again, it depends. If it is a picture of someone on the beach or at a waterpark, and there is immodesty…I can’t “like” that.
If it is an announcement of a wedding that is happening, and I know it is not according to the Bible’s clear teaching regarding marriage, divorce, and remarriage…I can’t “like that.
If it contains language that is profane or if it takes my God’s name in a way that is unholy…I can’t
“like that.

1. This is what the Holy Spirit does through the _________ of God.
2. One is _____ _______ from the world through the teaching of the Holy Spirit.
D. Belief of the truth is ___________ part in the process.
E. All of this is __________ through the call of the gospel.
F. God has chosen the __________ to be saved and the ____________ to be lost.

II. The ___________ (2 Th. 2:14).
A. We obtain the __________ of Christ.
B. This looks to the end when we will be _____________ (1 John 3:1-2).
C. It is the idea of being __________ Christ one day (Rom. 8:17).
III. The ___________ (2 Th. 2:15).

If it is of people who are not married supporting a dance, where lewdness and lasciviousness are
going to be present…I can’t “like” that.

A. Traditions means “the particular injunctions of Paul’s ____________”.

Certainly, there are other things, but these are enough to get our thoughts going. What we “like”
says a lot. I know that some people “like” nearly anything, and only mean to say that they have
read it, or that they have looked at the pictures.

C. We cannot _________ _________ from the gospel.

B. Inspiration pleas with them to not give in, but to ______________ in the teaching.
D. God has chosen the obedient to be saved, but we must ________ _______.
E. ________ with the gospel is the plea.

That said, as followers of Christ, and as people who are called to be holy just as the Lord is holy
(1 Peter 1:16), we must be very careful about what we say we “like.” That click on that button
says something to the watching world. If I “like” that which God disproves of, that speaks volumes. But when I “like” baptisms, restorations, God-honoring marriages, Christian families welcoming a new baby into the world, adoptions of those needing a good family, those who are
helping the downtrodden, and other such things, that also speaks volumes.
It shows I “like” what God loves.

IV. The ____________ (2 Th. 2:16-17).
A. We are shown we have God’s ___________.
B. We are promised _____________ ________.
C. Jesus will ____________ our hearts, which is done through His word.
D. Jesus will ____________ us to be able to perform every good word and work.

