
sERMON 

This Photo by 
Unknown 
Author is 
licensed under 
CC BY-SA 

  life. For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through 
him might be saved” (John 3:16-17). God demonstrated His love toward us that while we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for us (Rom. 5:8). Love is the motivation for His grace and mercy. We 
cannot be saved without God’s love!  

It is good for us to be independent under most circumstances, but when we are speaking 
about God, we must recognize that we need Him. Let us reflect on the words of a popular hymn 
that we sing: 

I need Thee, oh, I need Thee; 
  Every hour I need Thee; 

Oh, bless me now, my Savior! 
    I come to Thee. 

 
 Without God, we would not have any hope beyond this life. Let us remember our dependence 
on God through His grace, mercy, and love as we live the Christian life.  
 

The Great Faith 
I. Faith is great because of the great anticipation (1 Pet. 1:3-5). 

A. Anticipation is foundational (1 Pet. 1:3).   
1. Anticipation is founded in God’s_____________ __________(1 Pet. 1:3). 

a. Grace is getting what we do not___________ (unmerited favor).  
b. Mercy is not getting what we____________.  

2. Anticipation is founded in God’s______________Son. 
a. The actuality of the______________ gives us hope.  
b. The absence of the_______________ gives us no hope (1 Cor. 15:17).  

B. Anticipation is fruitful (1 Pet. 1:4-5).  
1. Anticipation is fruitful because of the perpetual inheritance from God.  

a. This inheritance is___________________. 
b. This inheritance is___________________.  
c. This inheritance will never___________ away.  
d. This inheritance is_____________ in______________. 

2.  Anticipation is fruitful because of the protective power of God.  
a. God’s protective power concerns His fight for us.  
b. God’s protective power is conditioned upon our__________. 

II. Faith is great because of the great assessment (1 Pet. 1:6-7) 
A. Faith is assessed through the____________of trials (1 Pet. 1:6).  

1. ____________ in the presence of trials.  
a. __________that the trial is for a__________. 
b. __________that the trial is physical.  

2. Recognize the values of trials.  
a. The trial is more precious than_________.  
b. The trial of faith exceeds the value of gold, because gold___________.  

 
 

 
 
 
 

B. Faith is assessed through the______________of trials.  
1. We can allow trials to_________us.  
2. We can allow trials to__________us.  

a. We can allow them to strengthen us to be found unto_________, 
_________, and__________ at the appearing of Jesus Christ.  

b. Great is the__________in___________ to those who preserve (c.f. Mat. 
5:12).  

III. Faith is great because of the great attitude (1 Pet. 1:8).  
A. _________without seeing is the proper attitude.  

1. Love often depends on outward appearances.  
2. Love is greatest when we express it without________(1 John 4:19).   

B. Believing without seeing is the proper attitude.  
1. Believing so often depends on sight.  
2. Believing is greatest when we express that without_______.  

A. This is the core of __________ (Heb. 12:1; 2 Cor. 5:7).  
B. Let us have this proper attitude toward Christ.  

IV. Faith is great because of the great aim (1 Pet. 1:9-12).  
A. Faith’s aim is worthy of____________(1 Pet. 1:9).  

1. This_____________ begins with having________ toward Christ.  
2. This______________continues with receiving______________ from Christ.  

a. The word end does not mean “cessation or termination”, but it means 
“______” or “_________” 

b. ____________ is the aim.  
B. Faith’s aim is worthy of researching (1 Pet. 1:10-12).  

1. The prophets researched___________ of the________ in which this would be
 fulfilled.  

2. The prophets researched____________ of the__________ of Christ and 
the__________to follow.  

3. The__________ researched diligently.  
 

 
 

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK’S QUESTION::  
QUESTION: What other New Testament passage discusses outward trials?  
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 Our Dependency On God 
David Stafford 

 There are some people that view themselves as independent. 
Commonly, the soon-to-be high-school graduate thinks he is 
independent. The adult who has his own job, home, and means of 
transportation commonly views himself as independent. The one who 
thinks for himself commonly views himself as independent. There is 
nothing wrong with being independent to an extent. It is good to 
provide for ourselves. It is good to think for ourselves. It is good to 
be independent and not rely on others all the time, but what about 
independence from a spiritual perspective? Should we as Christians 
view ourselves as independent from God? Certainly not! We must 
realize that we depend on God for the following reasons: We depend 
on God for His grace, His mercy, and His love.  

We depend on God for His grace. Grace is best defined as 
unmerited favor. Grace is getting what we do not deserve. We 
depend on God’s favor to us, “for by grace are ye saved through 
faith…” (Eph. 2:8). Grace is a gift from God (Eph. 2:9). Grace is not 
something we give to ourselves, but it is something God has given to 
us. However, we must access that gift that He has given us, which is 
in Christ (2 Tim. 2:1). We must accept the gift through our obedient 
faith to Him (Eph. 2:8-9). We are justified by His grace (Tit. 3:7). 
Therefore, we cannot be saved without God’s grace! 
 We depend on God for His mercy. Mercy is best defined as 
withholding punishment that is due. Mercy is not getting what we 
deserve. We as Christians do not deserve salvation but deserve the 
punishment of death. When we, who were at the age of 
accountability, were outside the body of Christ, we were sinners, who 
fell short of the glory of God (Rom. 3:23). God, however, is rich in 
mercy (Eph. 2:4). We are saved by God’s mercy (Tit. 3:5), and it is 
“according to His abundant mercy that He has begotten us again 
unto a lively (living) hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead” (1 Pet. 1:3). We cannot be saved without God’s abundant 
mercy!        
 We depend on God for His love. God’s love for mankind is a 
sacrificial love, which was demonstrated through Jesus Christ. “For 
God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting 

UPCOMING EVENTS   
• TODAY-------------------- Friends and Family Day (singing service this day)  
• April 28-May 1------------ Gospel meeting at Quinton 
• May 18---------------------- Ladies’ Day at Cottondale 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• David is planning to get the website updated. Need pictures if you want it on the website. 
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BIRTHDAYS 
19---Mason Chambers 
24---Brandi Richardson 
25---Carl Myers 
28---Libby Tucker 
 

 

 
 
  
 

PRAYER LIST 
Family of Danny Jones (he recently passed away) 
Tom Holland-hospice care 
Jewel Holliday—stroke and going through rehab 
Kenneth Barry Ivie (Vince’s uncle) who passed away 
Jill’s grandmother, Carolyn Rutledge. 
Karen Grigg’s daughter, Jasmine.  
Ryder Willingham  
Fred and Romaine Elliot 
Tommy Richardson—cancer contained. Goes back May 6.  
 Lynn Honeycutt-had cat scan and bone scan Friday 
Carolyn Myers 
Wyatt Span—there are some spots on the spinal cord. There will be chemo treatments for that.  
Ashley Key 
Margaret Gober 
Charlie Diamond, Nicole’s nephew, will need tubes in his ears 
Travis Richardson (will be treated with medication) 
Wanda Maness- David’s grandmother, who was stung, but she had complications from it. In 
hospital. 

SICK LIST 
 Abby Stafford   Renea Lawson    J.D. Dailey 

Bruce and Sheila Windham 
 

 

SERMONS 
A.M: The Great Faith 
P.M: Singing and devo 
 
SCRIPTURE READING 
A.M: 1 Pet. 1:3-4 
P.M:  
 


