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the same when we come together on the first day of the week. There is authority for sending 
financial support to an individual or another congregation. When it was prophesied that a famine 
would occur in Jerusalem, the disciples determined to send relief according to each person’s 
ability, and they sent it to the elders at Jerusalem to distribute accordingly (Acts 11:29-30). We 
have authority for doing these things today.  
 Since the Bible is authoritative (John 17:17), it is prudent that we discover the ways in 
which the Bible authorizes, which are explicit statements, implications, and approved examples. 
May we learn this and teach others to respect the authority of God’s Word.  
 

Understanding Bible Authority 
I. Understand the establishment of authority. 

A. God__________established authority (Gen. 1:1ff).   
1. Man has_______authority to establish authority. 
2. God has authority to establish authority.  

B. God standardized established authority (John 17:17).  
1. God’s_________ is the standard (John 17:17; Psa. 119:151, 160; 1 Pet. 1:22-25).  
1. Man’s_________________ are not the standard.  

a. Human creeds (Acts 15).  
b. _____________ __________ (Pro. 16:25; Jer. 10:23). 
c. The______________(Acts______:____).  
d. The_____________ (Gal. 1:6-9).  
e. The_____________.  

II. Understand the execution of authority.  
A. Jesus was given authority (Eph. 1:20-23).  

1. Christ was given authority over____ _______(John17:2).  
2. Christ was given authority to execute____________ (John 5:27).  
3. Christ________ with authority (Mat. 7:29; Mark 1:22; Col. 3:17).  

B. The____________were given authority (1 Cor. 14:37). 
1. Paul said that___________ was given to he and the apostles for edification and 

  not for your____________…(2_______ ____:_______). 
2. The apostles were__________ into____ _________…(John 16:13).  
3. Christians are________ upon the____________ of the___________  

  and____________(Eph.______:______).  
4. The apostles were____________ for Christ (2 Cor. 5:20).  

III. Understand the explanation of authority.  
A. Authority is explained by recognizing the_______________.  

1. The Bible authorizes by___________statements (Acts 2:38; Mark 16:15-16).  
2. The Bible authorizes by__________statements.  

a. 2 Pet. 1:10-11 (what if you do not give____________to make calling and 
election________?) 

b. The principle of silence of the scriptures: (_____________7:_____). 
3. The Bible authorizes by_____________ _________(Acts 20:7).  

B. Authority is explained by recognizing the_____________. 
1. Additions or subtractions from God’s Word is a  perversion (Acts 15).  
 

 
 

2. Man does not have the authority to go_________God’s commandments
 (Lev.10:1-2; 2 Sam. 6:6-7;  c.f. Num. 4:2, 15; 1 Chr. 15:2).  

a. ________and_________ offered strange fire (Lev. 10:1-2).  
b. ___________ touched the ark, and he was not authorized 

to be carrying the ark.  
Understanding the Law 

I. Understand the function of the law (Gal. 3:24-25). 
A. The law functioned as an___________(___________/_________) (Gal. 3:24-29, ASV).  

1. The law was an educator for revealing_______ (Rom. 3:20).  
2. The law was an educator for foreshadowing a________ covenant to come (Jer. 

31:31). 
3. The law was an educator for prophesying of the_________ to come (Isa. 7:14; 

Zec. 6:12-13; Psa. 2:7).  
B. The law functioned as an example (Rom. 15:4; 1 Cor. 10:11).  

1. The scriptures served as a method for us to__________.  
2. The law served as a__________ of the Christian system to come (Heb. 10:1).  

II. Understand the______________of the law (Mat. 5:17-18; Rom. 10:1-4; Gal. 3:24-29). 
A. Understand the___________ of fulfilling the law (Gal. 4:4).  

1. In the____________of_______ God sent forth His______ made of 
a_________made of the_______ (Gal. 4:4).  

2. God’s timing is always the best timing.  
B. Understand His____________ of fulfilling the law. 

1. He fulfilled the prophecy of position of_________ (Isa. 7:14; Mat. 1:23).  
2. He fulfilled the prophecy of position of____________ (Deu. 18:18-20; John 1:45).  
3. He fulfilled the prophecy of position of___________ (Psa. 110:4; Zec. 6:12-13; 

Heb. 4:15; 5:6; 6:20; 7:17, 21; 8:4).  
III. Understand the finality of the law (Col. 2:14).  

A. Understand the_________ in which the finality of the law occurred.  
1. The________ is that place in which He________ the Old Law (Col.____:______).  
2. The_______ is that place in which He reconciled______ and_________ into_____ 

___________ (Eph. 2:16).  
B. Understand the___________ in which the finality of the law occurred.  

1. The Old Law could not_________ man (Acts 13:39; Rom. 3:28; Gal. 2:16; Heb. 
10:4).  

2. The New Law does_________ man (Rom. 3:28; Rom. 1:16; Jam. 1:25). 
a. His sacrifice was________ and for_____ (John 1:17; Heb. 10:10-12; 9:28).  
b. He took_______ the_______ to establish the_________ (Heb. 10:9-10; 

7:11ff; 8:6).  
ANSWER TO LAST WEEK’S QUESTION:  
 
 
 
 
QUESTION: What passage talks about the law being holy? ______________ ______:_______ 
 
 

 

Antioch, Seleucia, Salamis, Paphos, Perga, Antioch in Pisidia, Iconium, Lystra, Derbe, 
Lystra, Iconium, Antioch in Pisidia, Perga, Attalia, Antioch 
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 How Do We Discover God’s Authority?  
David Stafford 

 Many people know at least something about the Bible. A 
person may know that God is the Author, he may know the books of 
the Bible in chronological order, and he may even know and quote 
John 3:16. However, there is much more involved and necessary to 
know God’s Word. We as humans need to be reasonable people (Isa. 
1:18) and ensure we can accurately answer this question: “How Do 
We Discover God’s Authority?” 
 We discover God’s authority by learning that the Bible 
authorizes explicitly. For example, Jesus said, “He that believeth and 
is baptized shall be saved; he that believeth not shall be damned” 
(Mark 16:16). This statement is clear that we must believe and be 
baptized to be saved. An explicit statement is often in the form of an 
imperative statement. Peter said, “…repent and be baptized every one 
of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins…” (Acts 
2:38). These statements are not suggestive, but they are imperative. 
We must discover this manner in which the Bible authorizes and 
observe the commands (John 14:15).  
 We discover God’s authority by learning that the Bible 
authorizes implicitly. Unlike explicit statements, implications are not 
clearly expressed, but they are equally authoritative. Often, an 
implication is found when an explicit statement occurs. Peter 
explicitly said, “Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to 
make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall 
never fall” (2 Pet. 1:10). What is the implication? If we do not give 
diligence to make our calling and election sure, we will fall. If the 
Jews on the day of Pentecost did not repent and be baptized, their 
sins would be retained rather than remitted (Acts 2:38). There is not a 
passage that explicitly says, “babies are not to be baptized.” There is, 
however, an implication involved. The Bible informs us that belief is 
a requirement to be saved (Mark 16:16). Since babies cannot believe, 
they are not subject to baptism. Let us ensure we realize that 
implications are just as authoritative.  
 We discover God’s authority by learning that the Bible 
authorizes by approved examples. The Lord’s Supper is an example 
of this manner of authority. The disciples came together on the first 
day of the week to break bread (Acts 20:7). We are authorized to do 
the  
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
• June 9-12-------------------VBS at Blackwater Macedonia—7:00 p.m. 
• June 9-12------------------- Gospel meeting at Carbon Hill—Sun: 7:30 p.m.; M-W: 7:00 p.m. 
• June 16-20------------------ Gospel meeting at Brilliant 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• The fifth Sunday contribution of June will be given to the Don Blackwell family.   
 
            
        
     

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BIRTHDAY ANNIVERSARIES 
10-Linda McDonald 2-Vince and Jill Roden 
10-Allie Chambers 11-Fred and Romaine Elliott 
21-Ricky Pope 
23-Jase Jacobs 
28-Averie Richardson   
 
 

PRAYER LIST 
Buck and Charlotte McCollum—their house burned Tuesday.  
James Stafford 
Abigail Stafford 
Tabitha Rushing—in the hospital with pneumonia 
Patrick Adkins’ family 
Nellie Cooper—just been moved to a nursing home and rehab  
Sandra Hunt 
Don Blackwell family 
Jewel Holliday—stroke and going through rehab 
Ryder Willingham  
Fred and Romaine Elliot 
Tommy Richardson  
Lynn Honeycutt 
Wyatt Span—there are some spots on the spinal cord. There will be chemo treatments for that.  
Margaret Gober—home on hospice care. 
 

SICK LIST 
    
Margie Mayes-flu   

SERMONS        
A.M: Understanding Bible Authority 
P.M: Understanding the Law 
 
SCRIPTURE READING 
A.M: Col. 3:16-17 
P.M: Gal. 3:23-29 
 

 


