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 It is unfortunate when we discover a person who was converted to Christ years ago cannot quote 
the gospel plan of salvation with the appropriate verses. This person has not grown in the faith 
(c.f. 2 Pet. 3:18), and this person is just as the Hebrews of the first century who should have been 
teachers, but they needed to be taught again the first principles of the oracles of God, who 
needed milk rather than the meat of the Word (Heb. 5:12).  
 What will solve this crisis of Biblical illiteracy? We must teach these principles to new 
converts and all Christians alike. Christianity is a taught religion (John 6:44-45). Biblical 
illiteracy is an indication of spiritual immaturity, and Biblical literacy is a sign of spiritual 
maturity. If we have not learned these basic principles, it is not too late to learn them and apply 
them to our lives to make a transition from Biblical illiteracy to Biblical literacy. Let us return to 
being students of the Word!  

Securing Salvation 
I. Securing salvation involves God’s provision (2 Pet. 1:1-4).  

A. Precious__________was provided (2 Pet. 1:1-3).  
1. Faith is a representation of the___________. 
2. The Christians Peter addressed had________precious________. 
3. Jesus had given us_____things that pertain unto_______and___________. 

B. Precious_____________were provided (2 Pet. 1:4). 
II. Securing salvation involves man’s participation (2 Pet. 1:5-7).  
 A. Participating Christians supply all______________. 

1. The word_______________means “speed,” and the concept is  
  about______________and applying much__________. 

2. What are ways in which we can accomplish this? 
 __________________,_________________,________________ 

B. Participating Christians supply to their__________. 
1. The word add  means “to supply besides or support a__________. 
2. _________is the foundation upon which these Christian graces are built. 
 a. Virtue- “a determination to________ ____________.” 
 b. Knowledge-“gaining understanding and accomplished  

   through__________God’s Word.  
 c. Temperance-“______-___________. It literally means  

   “to________oneself______.” 
 d. Patience-“______________.” 
 e. Godliness-“Great____________toward God. 
 f. Brotherly kindness-“Love toward     

   fellow__________and_________in__________. 
 g. Charity-“This is__________love. This is____________love. 

  C. Participating Christians supply positive results (2 Pet. 1:8).  
  1. Participating Christians are not__________. 

2. Participating Christians are not____________in knowledge. 
D. Neglectful Christians supply negative results (2 Pet. 1:9).  

  1. He is spiritually__________. 
2. He has forgotten that he was__________from his past sins. 

 
 

 
 

III. Securing salvation involves precious promises. 
 A. The precious promise is conditional (2 Pet. 1:10).  

1.Securing salvation is conditional upon giving__________to make  
  our_________and____________ sure. 

2. What is the result if I do not give diligence? 
B. The precious promise is clear.  

1. We will never______if we add the Christian graces and maintain them. 
2. We will have an entrance into the____________ __________of our Lord and 

  Savior Jesus Christ. a.k.a.—heaven 
 

The Woman Whose Heart the Lord Opened 
I. Consider her background (Acts 16:13-14).  

A. She was a___________woman.  
1. She was a sojourner from____________. 
2. She was a seller of____________. 

B. She was a__________woman. 
1. She was a woman who___________ to God.  
2. She was a woman who______________God.  

a. She___________ God.  
b. She was a proselyte. 

II. Consider her belief (Acts 16:14-15).  
 A. She had an_________heart. 

1. One can either have an open heart or a closed heart. 
2. How was her heart opened?  

a. It was not_____________!  
b. Her heart was opened by the__________of God’s Word(John 6:44-45).  
c. Faith comes from__________God’s Word (Rom. 10:17).  
d. Jesus opened the understanding of the disciples that they may  

  understand the scriptures (Luke 24:45ff).  
  3. She demonstrated an open heart by__________unto the things which were 
   spoken of Paul. 
  4. What must have been the things that were spoken of Paul?_________________. 
 B. She had an______________heart. 
  1. She obeyed the things that were spoken of Paul. 
   2. Her household also obeyed, and they were all____________.  

3. Her_____________expressed her faithfulness (Acts 16:15). 
 
NOTES: 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ANSWER TO LAST WEEK’S QUESTION:  
QUESTION: Peter admonished Christians of the first century to grow. What are some the verses 
of 1 and 2 Peter that indicate this command? __________,_____________ 
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Biblical Illiteracy 
David Stafford 

 It is found in many homes, it is a beloved book esteemed by 
many, and it is one of the best-selling books in America. This book 
under consideration is none other than the Bible. The Bible is 
translated in whole or part in more than 2,100 languages. The Bible 
should especially hold an important place in the life of a Christian, 
but in many cases, it is only opened for worship. It is always tragic 
when we discover that some children are illiterate, but it is even a 
greater tragedy to discover that some children and adult Christians 
are Biblically illiterate. The word illiterate can mean “the inability to 
read and write” or it can mean “ignorance of a particular subject.” 
Many members of the Lord’s church in the past were Biblical 
scholars, because they read and studied God’s Word regularly. 
Things, however, have drastically changed. What are some 
indications that a Christian is Biblically illiterate?  
 An indication of Biblical illiteracy is the inability to name the 
books of the Bible in chronological order. This should be one of the 
key elements taught to new converts. Unfortunately, there are men 
and women who have been Christians for years who are unable to 
quote the books of the Bible in chronological order. These men and 
women remain babes in Christ and have not fed on the milk of the 
Word (c.f. 1 Pet. 2:2).  
 An indication of Biblical illiteracy is the inability to know the 
type of literature of the Bible. A Bible student should know the 
difference between the law (Genesis-Deuteronomy), history (Joshua-
2 Chronicles), poetry/wisdom (Job-Song of Solomon), and 
apocalyptic language (Daniel and Revelation). If one attempts to read 
the Bible without this prior knowledge, he or she will come to 
unwarranted conclusions.  
 An indication of Biblical illiteracy is the inability to indicate 
the gospel plan of salvation with the appropriate verses. Christians 
should be able to teach others about Christ, but we cannot teach what 
we do not know ourselves (c.f. Hos. 4:6; Mark 16:15-16; John 6:44-
45). Christians should be able to know the verse (s) for hearing God’s  
Word (Rom. 10:17); believing the Word (John 8:24); repenting of 
sins (2 Cor. 7:10; Acts 17:30); confessing Christ (Acts 8:37); and 
baptism into Christ for the remission of sins (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38).   

UPCOMING EVENTS   
• TODAY----------------------------- Elders’ and deacons’ meeting after evening services 
• March 17---------------------------- Meet, eat, meet service and singing 
• March 17-19------------------------ Gospel meeting at Guin church of Christ 
• March 31---------------------------- Ricky Berger and family will be present. He will teach the 

     morning Bible class and deliver the morning sermon. 
• March 31-April 4------------------ MSOP Lectureship---"Purer in Heart, O God” 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Please get your addresses, birthdays, anniversaries, etc. to Linda McDonald ASAP! 
• Congratulations to Robert and Deloris Brown. Their granddaughter is expecting!  

 

 
         
       
       
 
            
        
     

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BIRTHDAYS 
10---Hoyt Simms 
13---David Barton 
14---Nicole Stafford 
23---Liz Robbins 
31---Vince Roden 
 
ANNIVERSARIES 
25---Gary and Kim Haynes 
 
 

SERMONS 
A.M: Securing Salvation 
P.M: The Woman Whose Heart the Lord Opened 
 
SCRIPTURE READING 
A.M: 2 Pet. 1:2-4 
P.M: Acts 16:13-15 
 

PRAYER LIST 
Fred and Romaine Elliot 
Tommy Richardson-had MRI on the 28th and waiting results 
Lynn Honeycutt is home recovering from surgery. He is taking treatments. 
Sandra Hunt—Ridgeview. 
Carolyn Myers-treatment 
J.D. and Bobbie Dailey 
Wyatt Span—no more cancer on the brain, but there are some spots on the spinal cord. There
  will be chemo treatments for that.  
Ashley Key 
Bruce Windham 
Margaret Gober requests prayers. She is at Ridgewood Health Care Center for 100 days, 
because she needed surgery on each side of her brain. She is in room 103. 
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