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A man or woman, who does not make time for reading and studying God’s Word, does not gain 
God’s approval.  
 All accountable men and woman need to seek God’s approval. Failing to seek and gain 
God’s approval will keep us from eternal heaven. God is disappointed when people disobey 
Him. He is also disappointed when His own children disobey Him, and He wants Christians to 
repent in seeking His approval (1 John 1:9). Let us ask ourselves this valid question: Am I 
seeking and gaining God’s approval by how I live my life? If anyone is unsure or knows that he 
or she is not gaining God’s approval, why not make a change today and either obey the gospel 
(Rom. 1:16) to become a Christian, or repent as a Christian and be restored (1 John 1:9; Jam. 
5:16).  

The Benefits of Becoming a Christian 
I. Reconciliation is a benefit of becoming a Christian. 
 A. Reconciliation is needed because of________. 

1. A child is a__________to God.  
2. A sinner is a________to God.  

a. Sin_____________us from a holy God (Isa. 59:1-2).  
b. Sinners need to be reconciled back to God.  
c. Reconciliation means “to make___________ ________.” 

B. Reconciliation is possible because of Jesus.  
 1. The_________made reconciliation possible (Eph. 2:14-16).   

2. The Holy Spirit revealed reconciliation through the apostles, who were 
  the______________of reconciliation (2 Cor. 5:18-19). 
C. Reconciliation is the reality to the obedient. 

1. Friendship with the world is___________with God (Jam. 4:4).  
2. Friendship with God is keeping His______________(1 John 2:3-4). 

II. Redemption is a benefit of becoming a Christian. 
 A. Redemption is possible because of Jesus.  

1. Jesus is the_____________.  
a. Redemption means “to buy back.” 
b. Christians are bought with a_________(1 Cor. 6:20).  

2. Jesus purchased with a____________(Mat. 10:28).  
B. Redemption is actual through obedience.  

1. One mus___________the old man (Rom. 6:6; Gal. 2:20).  
2. One must__________the old man (Rom. 6:4-5).  
3. One must arise a________man (Rom. 6:4). 

III. Regeneration is a benefit of becoming a Christian. 
 A. A child is generated. 

1. Children do not___________sin (Eze. 18:20).  
2. Children are born_________(Gen. 1:26-27; Mat. 18:3).  

B. A sinner is degenerated.  
1. Alien sinners need to be regenerated.  
2. Alien sinners are___________from God (Isa. 59:1-2). 

 
 

 
 

 

C. A Christian is regenerated.  
1. Regeneration is needed because of spiritual death.  
2. Regeneration is accomplished through____________ (Tit. 3:5; John 3:3-5). 

 
God’s Suffering and Supplying Servant 

I. God’s servant suffered shame. 
 A. He suffered___________shame (Isa. 52:13-15).  

1. His exaltation was distinct and resulted in____________(Isa. 52:13).  
    a. He dealt____________. 

b. He was__________,___________, and very________. 
2. His humiliation was distinct and resulted in____________.  

B. He suffered_________shame (Isa. 53:1-3).  
1. He was despised when the message was_______________.  

a. The______ disbelieved the report (c.f. John 13:37-41; Rom. 10:16-21).  
b. This message was revealed by the______of the Lord. 

  2. He was despised when He was____________. 
3. He was despised when He carried_______ ____________. 

II. God’s servant suffered submissively. 
 A. He submitted by enduring__________(Isa. 53:7; c.f. Acts 8:32-35; c.f. Mat. 27:1-14; 
  Luke 23:9).  

B. He submitted by enduring_____________(Isa. 53:8-9; c.f. Mat. 27:57-60; 1 Pet. 2:22).  
1. He died among the_________. 
2. He was buried among the_______. 
3. He had a_____________death, yet He had an____________burial. 

III. God’s servant supplied satisfaction. 
 A. The suffering servant supplied satisfaction His_________. 

1. God was pleased with the__________of the sacrifice (c.f. Mat. 27:46).  
2. God was pleased with the results following the sacrifice.  

a. Christ would see His________(Rom. 2:28-29).  
b. Christ would have____________days. 
c. Christ would please God with plan unfolded. 

B. The suffering servant supplied satisfaction to__________. 
1. The suffering servant saw the_________ of His soul.  
2. The suffering servant saw the satisfaction of His____________.  

a. He would_________ many.  
b. He would conquer the power of death. 

NOTES: 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ANSWER TO LAST WEEK’S QUESTION:  
QUESTION: What psalm prophesied Jesus’ agonizing words “My God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me”? ______________ 
 
 
 

Obadiah 
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 When children are young, they long to please those in 
authority. Young boys and girls seek to be approved of their parents 
and teachers. For example, a young boy disobeys his mother by 
playing in the street when the parent instructed him to play in the 
yard. His parent then says, “I am really disappointed in you for 
disobeying me.” Because the child seeks to be approved of his mom, 
he says, “I am sorry, mom.” When children become adults, they often 
lose that desire to be approved. Adults, however, should seek to be 
approved of God. Seeking God’s approval should be the focus of all 
accountable men and women, and there are various ways in which 
that is accomplished.        
 A man or woman gains God’s approval when he or she is a 
member of the church of Christ. Christ died for one church, and He is 
the Savior of that one body, His church (Mat. 16:18; Acts 20:28; 
Eph. 5:23; Col. 1:18). God is glorified when one is in the church 
(Eph. 3:21). By implication, when a man or woman is a part of 
something which Christ did not die to purchase or save, he or she 
does not gain God’s approval.  
 A man or woman gains God’s approval when he or she 
worships as God has instructed. Jesus said, “God is Spirit: and they 
that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth (John 
4:24). Worship is not about entertaining ourselves or doing what 
“seems” right to us. Worshipping in spirit (the attitude) and in truth 
(God’s Word-John 17:17) is imperative for us to have God’s 
approval. When a man or woman worships with mechanical 
instruments (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16), attends where women lead in 
services (1 Tim. 2:11-15), or where false doctrine is preached (2 John 
9-11), he does not gain God’s approval.  

A man or woman gains God’s approval when he or she 
studies God’s Word daily. Paul said to Timothy, “Study to shew 
thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15). The 
psalmist said, “O how love I thy law! it is my meditation all the day” 
(Psa. 119:1). A blessed man meditates in God’s Word day and in 
night and has delight in doing so (Psa. 1:2)!  
 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS   
• March 9-------------------------Ladies’ Day at Blackwater Macedonia (registration-8:00, begins 

     at 8:30 a.m. ) 
• March 17-19-------------------Gospel meeting at Guin church of Christ 
• March 31-April 4--------------MSOP Lectureship---"Purer in Heart, O God” 

 
         
       
       
 
            
        
     

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BIRTHDAYS 
6----Brenda Rushing 
7----Frank Brown 
9----Jamie McDonald  
10---Hoyt Simms 
13---David Barton 
14---Nicole Stafford 
23---Liz Robbins 
31---Vince Roden 
 
ANNIVERSARIES 
25---Gary and Kim Haynes 
 
 

SERMONS 
A.M: The Benefits of Becoming a Christian 
P.M: God’s Suffering and Supplying Servant 
 
SCRIPTURE READING 
A.M: 2 Cor. 5:20-21 
P.M: Isa. 53:1-3 
 

PRAYER LIST 
Fred and Romaine Elliot 
Tommy Richardson-had MRI on the 28th. 
Jeremy Chambers-home was struck by lightning. 
Lynn Honeycutt is home recovering from surgery. He is taking treatments. 
Sandra Hunt—Ridgeview. 
Carolyn Myers-treatment 
J.D. and Bobbie Dailey 
Wyatt Span 
Ashley Key 
Bruce Windham 
Margaret Gober requests prayers. She is at Ridgewood Health Care Center for 100 days, 
because she needed surgery on each side of her brain. She is in room 103. 

 
SICK LIST 

Frank and Wilma Brown 
Jill Roden 


